Joint Meeting of Mansfield Planning Board &
Zoning Board of Appeals
Mansfield Town Hall, Eddyville, NY
May 12th, 2026

Members Present: Margaret Puszcz, (Chairwoman), Gil Wiswall, Annie Widger, Nate Hammond, Ed Chapman, Christine Kirchmeyer, Jessica Golley
Members Absent: none
Others Present:  Carl Calarco (Town Engineer), Jeff Hollar (CEO), Amy & Ken Pearl, Mose Hostettler, Neil Crouthamel, Wayne St John, Judy Brown, Mollie Kent, Aria Kent
PUBLIC HEARINGS CALLED TO ORDER at 7:00pm by Chairwoman Margaret Puszcz
1) 7278 Windsor:  Amy & Ken Pearl request an area variance for construction of a new garage and home addition on a non-conforming lot.  Mr. Pearl briefly described the project.  No comment was made from the public.   Gil Wiswall moved to close the public hearing - Second by Annie Widger - Carried 7/0/0
2) Farm Stand 7017 Hencoop Rd: Mollie Kent requests a Use Variance and a Special Use Permit for a Farm Stand in the R-2 (Recreation Residential District).  A brief description was given including hours of operation. Neil Crouthamel asked for clarification on the zoning districts. Annie Widger moved to close the public hearing - Second by Gil Wiswall – Carried 7/0/0


PLANNING BOARD AND ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS CALLED TO ORDER at 7:07 by Chairwoman Puszcz.
Chairwoman Puszcz introduced Kristine Kirchmeyer and Jessica Golley and welcomed them as new members of the Mansfield Planning Board.  Puszcz mentioned the new law combining the Planning Board and the Zoning Board of Appeals into a single Board as of April 20, 2026.  All appointees will begin a full term of 7 years as stated by Carl Calarco.
APPROVAL OF PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 
Nate Hammond moved to approve the minutes of April 14th, 2026 as submitted - Second by Ed Chapman - Carried 7/0/0

AREA VARIANCE FOR 7278 WINDSOR RD

After SEQR review, Annie Widger moved that the proposed action will have no significant environmental impacts. Second by Gil Wiswall – Carried 7/0/0   This project was also submitted to the Cattaraugus County Planning board for review due to the proximity to State Rd Rt 242.  The determinations stated that “there is no significant county wide or inter community impact or matter of local concern”.

Gil Wiswall moved to approve the area variance of 7278 Windsor Rd. Second by Ed Chapman – Carried 7/0/0 

Use Variance/Special Use Permit for Farm Stand at 7017 Hencoop.

This project was referred to the Cattaraugus County Planning Board as it is in the Agricultural District.   The County Planning Board stated that “there is no significant county wide inter community impact and is a matter of local concern”.

Christine Kirchmeyer moved to approve the Use Variance and Special Use Permit for the Farm Stand on Hencoop Rd. Second by Ed Chapman - Carried 7/0/0


Special Use Permit for Saw Mill 7881 Cross Rd.

Mr. Hochstetler submitted the SEQR long form and a new site plan which included building locations and dimensions.  Annie Widger asked questions on the driveway which was not included in detail on the newly submitted drawing.  Ken Pearl (who is an architect) offered to revise the site plan to illustrate the driveway plan.
 
Christine  Kirchmeyer asked about the noise levels of the sawmill and the added traffic created by the project and how that would impact the neighbors.  Wayne St John (neighbor) stated that this is a growing area.   Another neighbor, Neil Crouthamel, stated that he feels he is speaking for all the neighbors when he stated: “we want to see this thing through”.  Mr. Crouthamel feels “the truck traffic is a non-issue”.  He acknowledges the noise is a legitimate complaint and that Mose has agreed to put the Deisel generator in the back of the property in an insulated building.  Again, as an architect familiar parking and driveway concerns, Ken Pearl offered to help Mr. Hochstetler finalize the driveway plan with dimensions to scale.  

Annie Widger moved that the application is complete (with forthcoming driveway plan). Second by Nate Hammond – Carried 7/0/0
 
Annie Widger moved to set a public hearing for June 9th,7pm. Second by Gil Wiswall – Carried 7/0/0.  

Neil Crouthamel asked if Mr. Hochstetler was able to proceed with his building prior to the public hearing and approval of the sawmill.  Jeff Hollar (CEO) stated that he has a building permit to build the structure.  Mr. Calarco stated that this was at Mr. Hochstetler’s own risk as the Mansfield Planning Board will not have a determination on the sawmill project until after the public hearing in June.

The planning board will review the long form SEQR at the June meeting.  Christine Kirchmeyer moved that we (the Mansfield Planning Board) declare ourselves as lead agency on the long SEQR Form – Second by Ed Chapman – Carried 7/0/0

Date for Next Meeting on Proposed Short-Term Rentals

The Mansfield Planning Board is tentatively planning to hold a joint meeting with the Mansfield Town Board on June 9th to discuss the short-term rental plan.  

Carl Calarco reviewed the ARANAR project on site with Jake Creeley and updated the planning board on the status.  Mr. Creeley will come to the June meeting to discuss signage.   Creeley is also planning to revise the entrance plan to include a turn around.


Next Meeting June 9th, 2026
Chairwoman Puszcz adjourned the meeting at 7:35pm

Respectfully submitted by Annie Widger
