Belfast Planning Board Meeting Minutes
Location: Belfast Town Hall
Date: March 9th, 2026
Meeting Start Time: 7:06 p.m.
Meeting End Time: 9:12 p.m.
Attendees
· Planning Board Members: Michelle Calanni, Brent Kelley, Randa Harrington, Jeff Harrington, Michael Unfus
· Public Attendees: Beth Hazelton, Andy Chamberlin, Doug Hanchett, Larry Renna
1. Distillery Discussion
The Board met with representatives regarding several operational and regulatory questions:
· Open Container Law: Distillery requested clarification on outdoor alcohol consumption rules and enforcement.
· Sidewalk Use: Proposal to use 4 feet of sidewalk for outdoor tables; Board noted need to confirm pedestrian clearance and any permitting requirements.
· Occupancy Load: Current occupancy is 49 persons; distillery asked whether outdoor seating affects this number.
· Insurance Requirements: Inquiry regarding insurance obligations if seating or operations extend into the street or right‑of‑way.
· Applicable Local Laws: Distillery requested guidance on any local laws governing outdoor seating, alcohol service, or use of public property.
· Town Events: Distillery expressed interest in being included in future town events and added to event communications.
2. Trail Town Initiative
Discussion included signage, trail markers, kiosks, and public information infrastructure.
Trail Signs
· Brown trail‑identification signs discussed for improved visibility.
Kiosk Locations
· Hughes Street trailhead
· State Route 305
· Town Park

Bike Rack Locations
· Town Park
· Hughes Street parking area
· Library
Information Panel Locations
· State Route 305
· Gleason Hill Road
3. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes
· Motion: Randa Harrington motioned to approve the meeting minutes as read.
· Second: Brent Kelley seconded.
· Vote: All in favor; motion carried.
4. New Business – Bess Law Review
· Added “successors and assigns” language to the draft.
5. Decommissioning Plan Discussion
Topics reviewed included:
· Inflation rate considerations
· Air quality monitoring post‑disaster
· Insurance requirements
· Emergency service contact procedures
· Double setback requirements
· Fire access road compliance under Fire Code
6. Town Park Striping
· Board will notify Tom Windus once the park is ready for striping.
7. Emergency Numbering
· Discussion ongoing regarding emergency numbering system improvements.
8. Banking District Creation
· Board has met with economic development representatives.
· Work continues on establishing a district to support service‑based businesses.

9. Variances
· No variance applications were submitted for the month of February.
10. Grant Writing
· A meeting will be scheduled with Kier Dirlam to discuss grant opportunities.
11. Sewer Project
· No new updates at this time.
12. Rental Law Introduction
· Michael Unfus introduced a draft rental law for Board review.
13. Public Hearing Preparation
· Brent Kelley will discuss and explain applicable laws at the upcoming public hearing.
· Board reviewed the process for presenting a local law.
14. Planning Board Guidelines and Procedures
· General review and discussion of Board procedures.
15. Adjournment
· Motion: Michelle Calanni motioned to adjourn.
· Second: Randa Harrington seconded.
· Meeting adjourned at 9:12 p.m.
Next Meeting
April 13, 2026

