Town of Freedom

Regular Board Meeting Agenda 
September 21, 2026
Meeting called to order at ___________by ______________
I. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG: 
II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:

Regular Board Meeting minutes for August 24, 2026
A motion was made by ___________to accept the Regular Board Meeting Minutes as submitted.  Seconded by ________________________.  

Roll Call: 
************************************************************************
III. Data Center Discussion: 

*************************************************************

IV.                                Town of Freedom
Local Law #3 of 2026

ADOPTING A MORATORIUM ON CERTAIN BATTERY ENERGY SOLAR SYSTEM (BESS) UTILITY SIZED USES
SECTION 1. PURPOSE AND INTENT 

The purpose of this Local Law is to the protect the public health, safety, and welfare of the residents of the Town of Freedom and to maintain the status quo as to certain BESS uses, as the preset laws and ordinances regulations on the Town do not adequately address this type of use. The moratorium will stop the processing of applications for, and the issuing of any permits, certifications of occupancy and approvals of certain land uses relating to BESS, including, but not limited to solar farms. The moratorium is for a period of six (6) months, allowing the Town Board to analyze and determine potential appropriate revisions and amendments to the Town of Freedom laws and ordinances concerning this use. 

SECTION 2. LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS 

The Town of Freedom Town Board does hereby find that without a temporary halt on the processing, permitting and approvals for certain solar land uses there is the potential that such uses could be located in unsuitable areas within the town and/ or on particular lots without adequate dimensional regulations in place. The potential for unsuitable location of, and lack of proper dimensional regulations for, such uses would have materially adverse and irreversible impacts on the Town. 

The Town Board also finds that it is in need of time to perform the necessary analysis if the potential types of BESS facilities that could be located in the Town. By maintaining the status quo regarding such uses, the Town Board can provide for the planned orderly growth and development of the Town. 

SECTION 3. MORATORIUM IMPOSED, APPLICABILITY 

For the period of time of six (6) months following the effective date of the adoption of this Local Law, no application may be processed and no permits, certificates of occupancy, approvals, denials, determinations or interpretations may be issued or granted for any land uses relating to BESS, including, but not limited to solar farms.

The term "land uses relating to BESS" shall be broadly construed to include any facility designated to generate electric power to be marketed, sold or used for other than the power demands of the improvements on the property on which such facility is located. Not included within the scope of this moratorium are BESS facilities designed to generate electric power solely for the use of the improvements located on the same property. 

The term "solar farm" shall mean "a collection of solar panels covering one-quarter (1/4) acres or more of land that are designed to capture sunlight and transform it into electricity. This definition includes freestanding and ground pole-mounted photovoltaic panels that are mounted on or affixed to residential dwellings for their use, or municipal buildings, or existing panels mounted on commercial or industrial buildings. 

This Local Law shall be binding on the Town Board, Building Inspector, Code Enforcement Officer, all Town officials and employees, and any applicant or real property owner in the Town desiring to apply for or receive a permit, certificate of occupancy or approval in the Town of Freedom. 

During the period of moratorium, the Town Board shall endeavor to complete all reasonable and necessary review, study, analysis and if warranted, revisions to the Town of Freedom laws and ordinances. During the period of moratorium, no applications will be accepted, nor permits, certificates of occupancy or approvals issues, which would authorize development within the Town for land uses relating to BESS as described above. 

SECTION 4. TERM 

This moratorium shall be in effect for a period of six (6) consecutive months from its effective date. This local law shall be subject to renewal for a cumulative period of up to an additional six (6) months, if necessary, by Resolution of the Town Board. 

SECTION 5. EFFECT ON OTHER LAWS 

To the extent that any law, ordinance, rule or regulation, or parts thereof, are in conflict with the provision of this Local Law, including all provisions of Article 16 of the New York State Town Law concerning special use permit, site plan, building permit and certificate of occupancy, procedure and requirements, this Local Law shall control and supersede such law ordinance, rule or regulation. 

SECTION 6. WAIVER 

Owing to the limited scope and duration of this moratorium, there is no provision being made in this Local Law for any waivers of applicability. However, the Town Board may, but is not obligated to, promulgate regulations by a Resolution of the Board authorizing a hardship waiver process to this moratorium.

SECTION 7. SEVERABILITY 

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, section or part of this Local Law shall be adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgment shall be confined in its operation to the clause, paragraph, section or part thereof directly involved in the controversy in which such judgment shall have been rendered, and the remaining provision shall remain in full force and effect. 

SECTION 8. EFFECTIVE DATE 

This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon its filing with the Secretary of State in accordance with New York Municipal Home Rule. 

A motion was made by _____________ to have a Public Hearing on Local Law #3 of 2026 titled “ADOPTING A MORATORIUM ON CERTAIN BATTERY ENERGY SOLAR SYSTEMS (BESS) UTILITY SIZED USES”: on October 19, 2026, at 7:01 pm. Seconded by____________________. 

*************************************************************
V. TOWN OF FREEDOM

RESOLUTION #9-2026



                 September 21, 2026

A Resolution Transferring Funds 

The Town Board of the Town of Freedom, pursuant to Town Law Section 112, Paragraph 1 wishes to:

Transfer funds from:

A201 General Fund in the amount of $50,000.00

To:

DA5112.2 (Improvements – Capital Outlay) to cover costs of additional road work to be done in 2026.

Motion by: ________________, Seconded by __________________

Roll call:

Morgan:

Higgins:

Aarum:

Willard:

Cutler:

 Clerk: __________________Date:   /    /     

************************************************************************
VI. Old Business: 

1.) Further Freedom Rd discussion from last meeting: 

2.) REMINDER FALL JUNK DAY will be on Saturday, September 26, 2026, from 7:00 am to 3:00 pm:

3.) REMINDER WORK SESSION ON 2027 TOWN BUDGET DATES: 

a.) The First Tentative 2026 Town Budget work session will be on Monday, October 5, 2026 @ 7:00 pm. 

b.) The Preliminary 2027 Town Budget work session will be on Monday, October 19, 2026 @ 6:00 pm.

4.) REMINDER: A Special Public Hearing Meeting will be held on November 16, 2026, at 7:00 pm during the regular November Board Meeting to discuss the 2027 Town Budget and Three Fire Contracts on Arcade, Delevan and Farmersville:

VII. NEW BUSINESS:
1.) Grievance Board: Angel Feness term ends on September 30, 2026, she has agreed to stay on as a Grievance Board member. 

A motion was made by__________________ to reappoint Angel Feness 
for 5 years as a Grievance Board member. Seconded by ___________

Roll Call:   

a. Ad for the open position on the Grievance board: 

2.) Adding on to the parking lot at the post office: 

3.) Arcade Fire Contract: 

4.) Green and Brown School House RD: 

5.) School Taxes: 

6.) Building maintenance:

VIII. Public Comment: 
IX. REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS :
A) Assessors – Report Submitted
B) Building Committee –  
C) Building Inspector – Report submitted
D) Highway Superintendent – 

E) Clerk/Collector – Report submitted  

F) Constable –

G) DCO – 

H) Highway Committee –

I) Insurance Committee- 

J) Justices – 

K) Parks & Recreation –  
L) Planning Board –September Meeting Minutes Submitted  
M) Supervisor – Report Submitted
N) Other Town Officials- Wendel Group Reports from 8/19/2026-9/9/2026
A motion to accept the reports & communications as submitted was made by ______________.  Seconded by _____________________. 
Roll call:
IX. APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS
General   #189 to # 212, Amt. $6,828.00, Yrly Amt. $174,703.65.

Motion made by  ___________  to accept the General vouchers as submitted.  Seconded by  ___________. 
 Roll call:
Highway  # 104 to #113, Amt.  $254,247.33, Yrly Amt. $696,373.63.

Motion made by  _____________ to accept the Highway vouchers as submitted..  Seconded by _____________. 

 Roll call:
 Lighting District #9 to #9, Amt.$294.21, Yrly Amt.$2,954.84. 

Motion made by ______________ to accept the Lighting District vouchers as  submitted. Seconded by ____________. 

Roll Call: 
X. Excessive Session about Legal Matters:     
A motion was made by ____________________ to close the regular board meeting and open excessive session at ______. Seconded by _________________.

Roll Call: 

A motion was made by __________________ to close the excessive session and open regular board meeting at ______. Seconded by _________________. 

Roll Call: 

XI. ADJOURNMENT:  

______________ made the motion to adjourn the meeting at  __________pm.  Seconded by _______________.   

Roll Call:
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