
MINUTES – TOWN OF ALLEGANY 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2026, 6:00 PM SENIOR CENTER 
 
PRESENT WERE: 

Supervisor McPherson  Town Clerk G. Straub   
Councilman Nazemetz   Councilman Cooper 
Councilman Giardini  Comptroller D. Piccioli    

 Hwy. Superintendent Moshier Cemetery Superintendent Guthrie 
Town Attorney P. Sorgi 

ABSENT: Councilman Maguire  
ALSO PRESENT:  

Community Attendance 
In addition to Board members and staff, many members of the public attended 
the meeting. To ensure an accurate record of everyone who joined us, a copy of 
the resident sign-in sheet is attached at the end of these minutes as Exhibit A. 
(Note: A digital, typed list of legible names is available upon request at the Town 
Clerk’s office). 
 

Salute to the Flag opened the meeting 

#130 – MOTION TO APPROVE MINUTES FROM THE SEPTEMBER 8, 2026, 
REGUALAR BOARD MEETING 
Motion by Supervisor McPherson to approve minutes from the September 8, 
2026, Regular Board Meeting.  2nd by Councilman Nazemetz.  McPherson-aye, 
Nazemetz-aye, Maguire-absent, Cooper-aye, Giardini-aye. CARRIED. 

NEW BUSINESS 

#131 – MOTION TO TRANSFER MONEY FROM TOWN HALL RESERVE TO 
GENERAL FUND FOR SECURITY CAMERAS 
Motion by Supervisor McPherson to transfer $4,085.00 from Town Hall Reserve 
to General Fund for Town Hall Security Camera repair/replacement.  2nd by 
Councilman Cooper. McPherson-aye, Nazemetz-aye, Maguire-absent, Cooper-
aye, Giardini-aye. CARRIED. 

#132 – MOTION TO RETAIN BRIDGET O’TOOLE AND PETER SORGI FOR 
LEGAL COUNSEL 
Motion by Supervisor McPherson to retain Bridget O’Toole for legal counsel.  
2nd by Councilman Cooper.  McPherson-aye, Nazemetz-aye, Maguire-absent, 
Cooper-aye, Giardini-aye. CARRIED. 

COMMITTEE REPORT 

Building/Grounds & Safety – Greg & Chris 
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•  
Highway – Chris & Craig 

•  
Parks & Cemetery – Greg & Alex 

•  
Personnel – Andy & Chris 

•  
Recreation – Greg & Andy 

•  
Technology – Craig & Andy 

•  
Union Negotiation – Chris & Alex 

•  
Water/Sewer – Chris & Craig 
 
FROM THE FLOOR  
 
Multiple residents raised the following concerns regarding the Hemlock Hollow 
Wind Project: 
 

• Joint legal representation: Residents strongly urge the town board to 
retain the same legal counsel as neighboring municipalities to present a 
unified, more powerful opposition to the project.  The attorneys 
representing the Town of Allegany will be representing Portville as well, 
and plan to reach out to the attorney representing the Town of Olean. 

• Economic impact: Residents raised the concern that the parent company 
of Liberty Renewables is Danish.  Residents are concerned that revenue 
from the project will not stay within and stimulate the American 
economy. 

• Emergency flight paths: Residents are concerned that the proposed 
location of the wind turbines will have a negative impact on the ability of 
Mercy Flight medical helicopters to safely navigate flight paths, 
potentially delaying critical emergency response times.  The Town 
Attorney noted that this would be subject to FAA clearance. 

• Municipal revenue and financial impact: Residents questioned whether 
the town would receive direct financial compensation from the project.  
The Town Attorney explained that municipal revenue would come from a 
Host Community Agreement, which provides direct financial benefits to 
the town, and a PILOT (Payment In Lieu Of Taxes) agreement, that 
establishes structured annual payments to replace traditional property 
tax revenue.  The Town can also enter into a Road Use Agreement that 
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can explicitly include negotiated terms for road use.  This would legally 
bind the developer to repair any roads damaged by heavy machinery. 

• Lead Agency designation: Residents asked who would be Lead Agency on 
this project.  The Town Attorney explained that the NYS Office of 
Renewable Energy (ORES) will likely be the Lead Agency for the SEQR 
due to their office having the highest approval power in the project. 

• Taxpayer funding and state subsidies: Residents expressed frustration 
that their state tax dollars are being used to finance a project that they 
do not support. 

• Property values and financial impacts: Residents raised concerns that 
nearby property values could decline as a result of the windmill project, 
potentially affecting homeowners and the broader community. 

• Compensation for affected residents: Residents questioned whether 
homeowners living near the windmills would receive compensation for 
potential impacts on their properties and quality of life. The Town 
Attorney explained that there may or may not be compensation available, 
and to continue raising concerns, submitting written concerns to the 
Town, and submitting comments and letters when the application opens. 

• Water wells and groundwater protection: Residents expressed concerns 
about potential impacts on private wells, groundwater quality, and water 
availability. Questions were raised about well surveys, water testing, and 
the need to protect local water resources during construction and 
operation.  The Town Attorney asked residents to write their names and 
contact information so he can get them better information regarding the 
water well surveys. 

• Construction impacts on water and drainage: Residents raised concerns 
that construction activities, vibrations, and ground disturbance could 
displace soil and sediment, alter water flow, and contribute to flooding or 
other drainage problems. 

• Noise and sound impacts: Residents questioned how noise from the 
windmills would be monitored and addressed, including which agencies 
would be responsible for investigating and resolving sound-related 
complaints.  The Town Attorney explained that the Town can advocate 
for resident concerns. 

• Wildlife and environmental impacts: Residents expressed concerns about 
potential harm to local wildlife and questioned whether wildlife protection 
would be adequately addressed during the project's application and 
environmental review process. The Town Attorney explained that once 
the application is in, a list of resident concerns can be submitted to 
address this. 
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• Tornadoes and severe weather: Residents raised concerns about the 
potential risks associated with tornadoes and other severe weather 
events affecting the windmills and surrounding properties. 

• Decommissioning and financial guarantees: Residents questioned 
whether adequate decommissioning agreements and financial bonds 
would be established to ensure the windmills can be removed at the end 
of their useful life. Concerns included whether sufficient funds would be 
secured upfront and protected if the developer became insolvent or went 
bankrupt.  The Town Attorney explained that a bond would be in place 
for decommissioning once the project becomes operational.  This is a 
legal requirement. 

• Electric grid capacity and infrastructure upgrades: Residents questioned 
whether the existing electrical grid could accommodate the project and 
whether utility infrastructure upgrades would be necessary. Concerns 
included who would pay for those upgrades and whether the project 
would require additional utility agreements.  The Town Attorney 
explained that upgrades needed to get the grid to capacity due to the 
project would be paid for by the windmill company. 

• Public participation and comment periods: Residents requested 
clarification about the project timeline, when the application would be 
submitted, and when the public would have opportunities to provide 
comments.  The Town Attorney explained that the timeline for public 
comments is made clear once the application is in. Once this happens, 
timelines will be available on our website.  The state will also host a 
website once the application is in, and all information related to the 
project will be here including filings, timelines, and comment periods. 

• Property access: Residents questioned whether surveyors could access 
private property without permission.  The Town Attorney explained that 
state law says surveyors can walk onto a property to the extent they have 
to. 

 
 

A resident petition regarding the Hemlock Hollow Wind Project was formally 
submitted to the Board with 400+ signatures. The text and core language of the 
petition are attached to these minutes as Exhibit B. The original petition, 
including all resident names, signatures, and physical addresses, has been 
placed on file in the Town Clerk's Office. 
 
A resident-formed group, Save our Enchanted Mountain Ridges Alliance 
(SOEMRA) submitted a letter to the Board.  The letter has been included in the 
meeting records as Exhibit C. 
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During the discussion, residents provided the Board with a flyer titled 
'Negatives of Wind Turbines' as part of their public comment. The flyer has been 
included in the meeting records as Exhibit D. This submission has been 
placed on file in the Town Clerk’s Office. 
 
 
The Town Board has reviewed and signed the agreement between the Town of 
Allegany and AFSCME N.Y. Council 66, Local 1304 – A (Town of Allegany 
Employees’ Union) 1/1/2027 – 12/31/2030. 

#135 – MOTION TO ADOURN THE ENTIRE MEETING AT 7:39 PM 
Motion by Supervisor McPherson to adjourn the entire meeting at 7:39 PM.  2nd 
by Councilman Nazemetz.  McPherson-aye, Nazemetz-aye, Maguire-absent, 
Cooper-aye, Giardini-aye. CARRIED. 
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Exhibit A 
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Exhibit B 
 

 
 



MINUTES – TOWN OF ALLEGANY 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2026, 6:00 PM SENIOR CENTER 
 
Exhibit C 
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Exhibit D 
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Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Grace Straub, Town Clerk 

9/22/2026 

 


