   VILLAGE OF CANASERAGA

Regular Meeting Minutes
May 18, 2026
6:00 p.m.
Call to Order at 6:00 p.m.
Pledge of Allegiance

Roll Call Present: Mayor Terry Gordon, Trustee Shawn Brewster, Trustee Denise Spike, Trustee                                         Larene Lang & Trustee Leath DeRitter                         
Others Present: Dusitn Gordon/DPW, Duane Gates/WWTP, Mary Underwood/Clerk & 7 residents
Approval of Minutes: Public Hearing April 13th, 2026, Emergency Meeting April 23rd, 2026, Budget                                          Hearing, Organizational, & Regular Meeting April 27th, 2026  
M-77     Motion by Trustee DeRitter seconded by Trustee Brewster to approve the Minutes of Public                     Hearing April 13th, 2026, Emergency Meeting April 23rd, 2026, Budget Hearing, Organizational, &              Regular Meeting April 27th, 2026.  Carried  5-0
Fire Chief’s & Ambulance Reports are on file with the Clerk         
Village Historian-Denise Spike
Hot dog Monday was today good turnout. 
DPW Supervisor’s report Dustin Gordon zero turn quotes and digging of ditches
Saturday night we will be cleaning Main Street for Memorial Day parade on Monday.  Cleaned ditches on Craig Street.  We have been working on the water line at the springs have put in about 300 feet so far.
The week of June 8, 2026 Pratt & Aber Streets will be milled and the week of June 15, 2026 they will be blacktopped. Two quotes for a zero turn at Charles F. Oliver & Sons $11,000 & Lowes a Ahrens Apex 60 zero turn for $5,794. Glenn got me 2 quotes for a dump box for the Truck, I just have them with me.

The dump box, the frame of it is rotten and dangerous, needs to be taken care of as soon as possible.

When we get back on the Springs we will set a date to flush the hydrants. Also, the basketball court at the park we are going to cut the grooves alittle deeper and clean around the outside to allow the water to flow off. Holes at the end of Meadowbrook Drive & Pratt Street are getting bad, residents need to call DOT and complain to see if we can get them out here to repair.
Village Residents’ Questions & Concerns:  
A resident asked if there is reason that there’s particular people being cited and not the majority of people?  I am one of the people on the list and I have done some research and have asked codes who is enforcing this, codes said what happens is we get a call of said property with violation and we go check it out and if there is a violation we then write it up.  Anyone can call the code enforcement to file a complaint. Also, in front of my business where the village dug up for curb stop theres a hole there need to be repaired, a hole in front of sidewalk in front of my fence and at my residence the hole where the village dug up sewer line needs to be filled in.  Another resident suggested to the board that Allegany County is putting on a workshop Wednesday from 5pm to 6:30 pm titled “Understanding Open Meetings Law.”
WWTP Duane Gates
The truckers that delivered the gravel I asked them that we had a wash out by the sewer plant if we could

get any fill from them.  We did get fill from them and will be getting more.  I will be contacting DEC about 

that and get approval to get into creek to fix our pipe which about 25 ft is exposed.  After we get the pipe 
run at the springs we will be working at the sewer plant. The motors on the pumps at the springs one is

noisy and one does not run which was cause by the flood.  We have installed a sump pump there 

permanently now so hopefully that will solve the problem.

Old Business:  
1. Social Media Policy Resolution No. 1-2026

ESTABLISHING AN OFFICIAL VILLAGE FACEBOOK PAGE AND SOCIAL MEDIA POLICY
WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of the Village of Canaseraga seeks to provide timely and accurate information to residents; and

WHEREAS, social media platforms, including Facebook, offer an efficient means of disseminating such information;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:

1. Establishment of Official Page

The Village Board hereby authorizes the creation of an official Village Facebook page to be used solely for the purpose of distributing information to the public.

2. Administration and Access

· Trustee Brewster & Trustee DeRitter shall serve as the primary administrators of the page.

· The Board of Trustees may appoint a Communications Officer who may also be granted administrative and posting access.

· Posting privileges shall be limited to the Village Clerk, Trustee Brewster & Trustee DeRitter as the Communications Officer.

· All content posted shall be limited to official Village business.

· Upon leaving office or termination of appointment, any individual shall have their administrative access removed immediately.

· The Village Clerk shall maintain a current list of all authorized users.

3. Content Guidelines

· The page shall be used for informational purposes only, including notices, events, emergency updates, and public announcements.

· The page shall not be used for political purposes, campaigning, or personal opinions.

· Posting of confidential, privileged, or non-public information is strictly prohibited.

4. Public Interaction

· Public commenting on posts shall be disabled to maintain the page as a one-way informational resource.

· The Village may allow direct messages; however, such messages:

· are not monitored for official Village business communications,

· may not receive a response, and

· shall not be considered official notice to the Village unless otherwise provided by law.

5. Records Retention and FOIL Compliance

· All posts, messages, and interactions may constitute public records subject to the Freedom of Information Law (FOIL).

· The Village Clerk shall ensure records are retained in accordance with applicable retention schedules issued by the New York State Archives.

6. Legal Compliance

· The page shall be administered in compliance with applicable laws, including the New York Village Law and guidance from the New York State Committee on Open Government.

7. Disclaimer

The following disclaimer shall be posted prominently on the page:

“This page is not monitored for official Village business communications.
Please contact the Village Clerk’s Office at 607-545-8963 or email vcanaseraga@outlook.com.
For current contact information and office hours, please visit the Village website at https://www.canaseraga.gov/.
Messages sent through this page may not receive a response.”

8. Effective Date

This resolution shall take effect immediately.

M-78     Motion by: Trustee Shawn Brewster seconded by Trustee Lang to approve                                     Resolution No. 1-2026 All in favor Carried 5-0
2. Canaseraga Cleanup Initiative Resolution No. 2-2026

SUPPORTING AND ESTABLISHING THE CANASERAGA CLEANUP INITIATIVE 
WHEREAS, the Village Board of the Village of Canaseraga recognizes the importance of maintaining clean, safe, and well-kept properties within the community; and

WHEREAS, certain residents, particularly those who are elderly or disabled, may face challenges in maintaining their yards and performing minor exterior upkeep; and

WHEREAS, the Village Board wishes to support volunteer efforts that enhance community appearance and assist residents in need;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Board hereby establishes and supports the “Canaseraga Cleanup Initiative” (the “Initiative”); and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the purpose of the Initiative shall be to organize and coordinate volunteer efforts to assist elderly and disabled residents within the Village of Canaseraga with yard cleanup and light exterior maintenance, including but not limited to debris removal, basic lawn care, and minor upkeep tasks; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Initiative shall operate on a volunteer basis and shall not have authority to expend Village funds or enter into contracts unless specifically authorized by the Village Board; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor is hereby authorized to designate a coordinator or coordinators to help organize the activities of the Initiative; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that residents seeking assistance through the Initiative shall submit a request through a process established by the Village, which may include a written or online form submitted to the Village Clerk or designated coordinator, and such requests shall include basic information regarding the resident’s needs, eligibility, and consent for volunteers to perform the requested work; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Initiative may prioritize requests based on factors such as age, disability, urgency of need, and availability of volunteers; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Village Board may designate a member of the Board or a Village official to act as liaison to the Initiative; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all activities conducted under the Initiative shall comply with Village policies, including any applicable safety, liability, and volunteer participation guidelines; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect immediately.

Dated: 5/18/2026                                                              
M-79          Motion by: Trustee Shawn Brewster seconded by Trustee Lang to approve                                    Resolution No. 2-2026 All in favor Carried 5-0


New Business:
1. Discussion and set a date for Public Hearing/” Consideration of establishment of Administrative Sewer Connection Permit Procedures” (Sewer Study)

Theres a “Sewer Study” being done by Allegany County to possibly connect Garwoods and Swain to our sewer system.  Trustee Brewster contacted the director to let him know of our infrastructure.  Our last study in 2018 said that we have $750,000 worth of stuff to repair. So with this study it is possible that we can get some this grant money from the county and possibly get some infrastructure brought back at no expense to us. Mayor Gordon said he will send them a letter saying we are interested in pursuing this as long as everybody is interested.

The county is applying for the $2.9 million grant to consider a study and potentially expand at no cost to us. Once we get more information we will inform you. 
Are the residents from Garwoods and Swain interested in this? We do not have that information.  Duane said the county and the Town of Burns had a meeting on this and the Town of Grove was not interested.  Its is mostly for Garwoods with all the flooding issues and their septic tanks there.  Object of this, the county is applying for a grant to be able to upgrade and to bring in other towns into one facility, so there’s not a cost to us because the funding will come out of the grant for our sewer repairs and upgrade our treatment plant without accruing further sewer debt, but don’t know for sure cause it is a study. No cash contribution by us. 
Trustee Brewster said in accordance with that we will be setting up the “Administrative Sewer Connection Procedure”, we now have the Local Law of 2006 to go off right now.  We are going to set a date for the Public Hearing for Wednesday the 27th at 6pm if we can get it published in the paper.
2. Roof repair & coating Bull Frog quote of $7,740 for just the part that is leaking.
Need to get more bids. We will post it to the Facebook page.
3. CD at Five Star has matured ($44,972.57)  
M-80          Motion by Trustee Brewster, seconded by Trustee DeRitter to move CD money into
                  Water Repair Reserve Account.  All in favor Carried 5-0
4. TCS (Total Collections System) from Systems East (pay village taxes by credit card)
M-81           Motion by Trustee Lang seconded by Trustee Spike to set up credit card payments                    for Village Taxes through TCS from Systems East. All in favor Carried 5-0 
5. Insurance Quotes NYMIR or TRIDENT tabled only have one quote
Bills    
          
                                                                Voucher #                     Amount $
	GENERAL FUND A
	223-224
	1,021.97

	GENERAL FUND B
	225-241
	6,228.84

	WATER FUND A
	0
	0

	WATER FUND B
	65-69
	10,003.42

	SEWER FUND A
	0
	0

	SEWER FUND B
	52-54
	1,624.65

	WATER CAPITAL FUND
	None
	0

	SEWER CAPITAL FUND
	None
	0

	TOTAL
	
	18,878.88


M-82          Motion by Trustee DeRitter seconded by Trustee Spike authorizing Clerk/Treasurer Underwood
                  to pay the audited bills presented to the Board above. All in favor Carried 5-0
Adjournment: 
M-83      Motion by Trustee Lang, seconded by Trustee Brewster, to adjourn the Regular Meeting of 
              May 18, 2026 at 6:59 p.m. Carried 5-0
2

