[bookmark: _GoBack]MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF ELLICOTTVILLE, August 19, 2026 at 6:00 PM HELD AT TOWN HALL

Present:	Matthew McAndrew			Supervisor
John Zerfas				Councilman
Steve Crowley			Councilman
Greg Fitzpatrick			Councilman
Tracy Rozler				Town Clerk
Ben Gross				Engineer
Seth Pullen (via phone)		Attorney for the Town
Scot Brumagin			Highway Superintendent
Greg Keyser				Planner
Kelly Fredrickson			Code Enforcement Officer
Harry Weissman			Assessor

Also present:  Julie Bachan & Terry Falsone

Call meeting to order:  

Supervisor McAndrew called the meeting to order and led the Pledge to the Flag.

Open Public Hearings

· Local Law No. 4 – entitled
“A Local Law Regulating Security Responses and Establishing Fees for Repeated False Alarms”

Privilege of the Floor

· Harry Weissman, Assessor

Harry Weissman discussed the two Article 7 tax assessment cases the Town has.  He states one has some merit and the other does not.  Weissman also stated the Town should hire Speno Macleod, PLLC for representation.

On motion by Mr. Zerfas and second by Mr. Fitzpatrick to enter into Executive Session:

Accepted	Ayes 4 – McAndrew, Crowley, Fitzpatrick & Zerfas
		Nays 0

On Motion by Mr. Fitzpatrick and second by Mr. Zerfas to approve Speno Macleod, PLLC to represent the Town in the Article 7 tax assessment cases:

Accepted	Ayes 4 – McAndrew, Crowley, Fitzpatrick & Zerfas
		Nays 0

On motion by Mr. Crowley and second by Mr. Zerfas to close Executive Session:

Accepted:	Ayes 4 – McAndrew, Crowley, Fitzpatrick & Zerfas
		Nays 0

· Speed Limit - Julie Bachan & Terry Falsone (Maples Road)

Ms. Bachan and Ms. Falsone wanted an update on reducing the speed limit on Maples Road.  Ben Gross stated he has been in contact with the County and State and is still waiting for a response to meet.  The Board encouraged residents to contact our State Assembly members and State Senators to request that the State reevaluate the current speed limit.  Scot Brumagin also added that the Town would like to see the speed limit change.

Approve Minutes

· Regular Meeting – July 15, 2026

On motion by Mr. Zerfas and second by Mr. Crowley the minutes of the July 15, 2026 meeting were:

Accepted	Ayes 4 – McAndrew, Crowley, Fitzpatrick & Zerfas
		Nays 0

Audit of Claims 

· Pay Town bills on Distribution Report #08 – 2026

On motion by Mr. Crowley and second by Mr. Fitzpatrick the following resolution was

Accepted	Ayes 4 – McAndrew, Crowley, Fitzpatrick & Zerfas
		Nays 0

Resolved that the Town bills be paid on General Ledger Distribution Report 08 – 26 as follows:

001 – General Fund A:	$38,648.90
002 – General Fund B:	$6,266.32
						General Fund Total:		$44,915.22

004 – Highway DB:		$52,871.16

						Highway Fund Total:	$52,871.16

006 – Water:			$143,816.63

						Water Fund Total:		$143,816.63

						Grand Total:			$241,603.01

Supervisor’s Reports

· Accept Supervisor’s Financial Report

On motion by Mr. Crowley and second by Mr. Zerfas the Supervisor’s Financial Report was:

Accepted	Ayes 4 – McAndrew, Crowley, Fitzpatrick & Zerfas
		Nays 0

· EMS Meeting – Supervisor McAndrew attended an EMS meeting on July 21, 2026 at the Great Valley Fire Hall regarding county-wide EMS statistics.  He stated the State is mandating the County to create an EMS plan.  The next meeting will be in West Valley on August 25, 2026 at 6:30 pm and is for District 5 only.  The deadline for the County EMS plan to be turned into the State is December 19, 2026.

· 2027 Budget – Supervisor McAndrew reminded Department Heads that the budget worksheets are due September 18, 2026 and budget workshops will be scheduled.

· Windows & Doors Update – Supervisor McAndrew received a phone call from Senator Borello’s office stating that the windows and doors are still an active SAMS Grant.  They wanted an update.  Estimates have been submitted to his office.

Present Written Department Reports for Approval
· Clerk’s, Police, Justice, Planners, Engineers and Building Inspector’s Reports
On motion by Mr. Crowley and second by Mr. Zerfas the Clerk’s, Police, Justice, Planning, Engineer, and Building Inspector’s reports were:
Accepted	Ayes 4 - McAndrew, Crowley, Fitzpatrick & Zerfas
		Nays 0

Department Heads

Jim Bouchard – Police – Absent			

OIC Bouchard sent a report summarizing the department’s activity:

OIC stated that the police department has been extremely busy and call volume and arrest activity has increased.  He also commended and thanked our officers for their commitment to the Town and Village community.

Personnel Commendation:  Officer Barber and Officer Rowland were recognized for outstanding work on a significant narcotics seizure.  OIC Bouchard also recognized CCSO who assisted our officers with the arrest.  
There was a motorcycle dice run held to benefit the Dayton Food Pantry. OIC Bouchard received a letter of appreciation from the motorcycle club recognizing Officer Rozler for providing traffic assistance during the event. OIC Bouchard expressed his appreciation for our officers being actively involved in events that support our local community and charitable organizations.
Bike Patrol:  Officer Graham has been conducting bike patrols and will continue community policing efforts, weather permitting.

Grant:  OIC Bouchard has completed and submitted a grant application through NY State’s Law Enforcement Technology program.  Receiving this grant would allow the department to purchase needed equipment to improve our department’s capabilities and services to the community.

Rock n Roll Weekend:  During the car show the department will have an additional officer assigned to foot patrol throughout the Village.  

	Scot Brumagin – Highway Department

Scot stated the following:
· The new tractor works great and saves a couple days of mowing.
· The floor drain is up and running.
· The shop floor has been sealed.
· Millings were spread in parking lot to keep the dust down.
· Highway is skid paving on Poverty Hill.
· Highway is patching on nice days.
· Highway fixed a bad spot on Holiday Valley Road and shouldered the whole road.
· Highway fixed two bad driveway culverts on Poverty Hill Road and Hebdon Road.
· New Fuel System has arrived
· Highway employees are waiting for training date.  Hopefully it will be up and running by the end of the week.
· Bryant Hill Road railroad crossing should be completed in September.
· The new excavator came in, but the mower is not compatible with it.  It would cost $4,000 to make it compatible, but a new Blue Diamond mower would fit and costs $10,000.  Scot asked permission to buy the mower.

On motion by Mr. Crowley and second by Mr. Zerfas to purchase a new Blue Diamond mower:

Accepted:	Ayes 4 - McAndrew, Crowley, Fitzpatrick & Zerfas
		Nays 0

Scot stated that this is the 7th year with the one ton truck.  Purchasing a new one was held off last year.  Scot is switching to Viking Ives because they are $25,000 - $30,000 less expensive than Valley Fab.  Scot asked permission to purchase a new one ton truck that costs $70,000 - $85,000.  It will not be delivered until next year.  

On motion by Mr. Zerfas and second by Mr. Fitzpatrick to purchase a new one ton truck:

Accepted:	Ayes 4 - McAndrew, Crowley, Fitzpatrick & Zerfas
		Nays 0

Scot discussed problems with overweight trucks driving on Town roads and damaging them.  His biggest concern is overweight trucks driving on the Town’s roads to avoid penalties due to expired stickers, etc.  Board members stated we can’t ban trucks from driving the roads.  Seth suggested a No-thru Truck sign.

Resolved to approve No-thru Truck signage on Town roads.

On motion by Mr. Crowley and second by Mr. Fitzpatrick:

Accepted:	Ayes 4 - McAndrew, Crowley, Fitzpatrick & Zerfas
		Nays 0

Kelly Fredrickson – Code Enforcement Department

Kelly stated the following:
· He has been contacting STR companies that don’t have licenses and are still advertising
· He ran into a glitch with the Granicus software; it’s not allowing letters to be sent.
· Currently, there are 308 STR licenses.
· He’s receiving occasional calls from people wanting to short-term rent.

Greg Keyser – Planning Department

Greg stated the following:
· 1 Vacancy on ZBA
· The computers are set up in the Highway Department.
· Cyber insurance questionnaire has been completed.
· Battery Storage & Data Center committee will be Jake Northrup, Jonathan Sklar, Matt McAndrew and John Zerfas.

Supervisor McAndrew asked Greg to reach out to the Planning Board members to see if they know anybody that would be interested in being a board member of the ZBA.  Greg stated he would reach out to the Planning Board and ZBA members.

RFP for Consolidated Services:  The goal is to improve coordination and move away from the current use of multiple, separate service providers.  Interested companies are Hurricane, Great Lakes, AIS, Charles Galante, ACME, and Synchronet. Greg will run ad in the paper.  Seth stated he would like the RFP to clarify it’s purely services under #6.  Greg will edit as requested.

On motion by Mr. Fitzpatrick and second by Mr. Zerfas to send out edited RFP to papers for Consolidated Services:

Accepted:	Ayes 4 - McAndrew, Crowley, Fitzpatrick & Zerfas
		Nays 0
Little Valley IMA:  Greg reported that he had several meetings with the Village of Little Valley regarding shared services. The Village Mayor did not wish to include all of the services that were presented. At this time, the Village is interested in Building Inspection and Fire Inspection services through the end of the year. The cost will be $65.00 per hour, as needed.  Seth requested that the Inter-municipal Agreement (IMA) be clarified to allow the Deputy Code Inspector to perform duties under the agreement as well. Greg will make the requested revisions to the IMA.
Ben Gross – Engineering Department

Ben stated the following:
· There are no more leaks on Washington Street and replaced one new valve.
· There was a leak at Elk Street which was addressed and repaired.
· Crane Road is $500 per parcel and Kruse Road is $400 per parcel.  We are still projecting the bid to be November or December and anticipating construction in the spring.
· EV Charging Stations: The Board discussed the availability of a NYSERDA rebate of $3,000 per charging station per year. Parkside Drive is eligible for the program. Any new charging stations would need to be installed prior to removing the existing stations. The proposed new stations would be Level 2 chargers, and users would be charged a fee for their use.  It was noted that 200 amps of electrical service would be required to supply the equipment serving the charging units. Bryant Hill Road is located within a disadvantaged community zone, which may provide additional program benefits. The State would cover the installation and maintenance costs. The Town would be required to share the revenue generated by the charging stations with the State on a 50/50 basis.
· Ben attended a Highway Superintendents’ meeting last Thursday and discussed the possibility of shared engineering services. There was no interest from the attendees at this time. Due to the large number of people at the meeting, Ben was advised to attend a smaller meeting where he could further discuss the potential for shared engineering services.
New Business

· Accept Robyn George Resignation – Retirement

On motion by Mr. Crowley and second by Mr. Zerfas:

Accepted:	Ayes 4 - McAndrew, Crowley, Fitzpatrick & Zerfas
		Nays 0
· Appoint Tracy Rozler as Town Clerk

On motion by Mr. Zerfas and second by Mr. Fitzpatrick:

Accepted:	Ayes 4 - McAndrew, Crowley, Fitzpatrick & Zerfas
		Nays 0

Appoint Tracy Rozler Registrar of Vital Records and Erica Linderman Deputy Registrar

		On motion by Mr. Crowley and second by Mr. Fitzpatrick:

Accepted:	Ayes 4 - McAndrew, Crowley, Fitzpatrick & Zerfas
		Nays 0

· Approve adding Erica Linderman as signatory on Clerk’s/Tax account

On motion by Mr. Zerfas and second by Mr. Fitzpatrick:

Accepted:	Ayes 4 - McAndrew, Crowley, Fitzpatrick & Zerfas
		Nays 0

· Appoint Tracy Rozler Records Management Officer

On motion by Mr. Crowley and second by Mr. Zerfas:

Accepted:	Ayes 4 - McAndrew, Crowley, Fitzpatrick & Zerfas
		Nays 0

· Local Law No. 4 – entitled
“A Local Law Regulating Security Responses and Establishing Fees for Repeated False Alarms”

On motion by Mr. Crowley and second by Mr. Zerfas to close the public hearing on Local Law No. 4:

Accepted:	Ayes 4 - McAndrew, Crowley, Fitzpatrick & Zerfas
		Nays 0

Resolved to close the public hearing on Local Law No. 4 – 2026.

On motion by Mr. Crowley and second by Mr. Fitzpatrick the following local law was passed:

Accepted:	Ayes 4 - McAndrew, Crowley, Fitzpatrick & Zerfas
		Nays 0

Town of Ellicottville

Local Law No. 4 of 2026
A Local Law Regulating Security Alarm Responses and Establishing Fees for Repeated False Alarms
Be it enacted by the Town Board of the Town of Ellicottville, County of Cattaraugus, State of New York, as follows:
Section 1. Legislative Intent
The Town Board of the Town of Ellicottville finds that excessive false alarms from commercial and residential security alarm systems create unnecessary demands on law enforcement and emergency response resources. The purpose of this local law is to reduce repeated false alarms and to recover a portion of the costs incurred by the Town and the Ellicottville Joint Fire District for responding to such alarms.  This local law is intended to supersede and replace the previous Local Alarm Law adopted as Local Law No. 3 of 2015. 
Section 2. Definitions
For the purposes of this Local Law, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:
A. Alarm System
Any device or assembly of equipment designed to signal the occurrence of an emergency requiring police, fire, or emergency services response, including intrusion alarms, panic alarms, burglary alarms, or similar systems installed on residential or commercial property.


B. False Alarm
Any alarm signal resulting in a response by law enforcement or emergency personnel where no actual emergency, criminal activity, fire, or hazardous condition exists. The definition of false alarm is also intended to include such responses to a phone call or 911 call made by a property owner, tenant, manager or monitoring company based on any electronic device or the failure of any electronic device. False alarms shall include alarms caused by malfunction, improper installation, negligence, user error, or failure to maintain the system.
False alarms shall not include alarms caused by:
1. Verified criminal activity, attempted criminal activity, fire, or other confirmed emergencies for which the system was designed to alert;
2. Other circumstances determined by the Town to be beyond the reasonable control of the owner or occupant.
3. Calls by a natural person reasonably relying on their own observations at a property to call for police, fire or other emergency response.
C. Alarm User
Any person, business, property owner, tenant, lessee, or occupant who owns, leases, occupies, controls, or uses premises protected by an alarm system. Where an alarm site is a rental unit, the owner of the Alarm Site shall be deemed the Alarm User.
D. Fire Department
The fire department which has responsibility for the territory encompassed by the Town of Ellicottville and part of the Town of Mansfield and is dispatched by Cattaraugus County Communications Center; this may include nearby community departments dispatched in mutual aid.
F. Police Department
The Town of Ellicottville Police Department, Cattaraugus County Sheriff's Department, New York State Police, or police agency dispatched by Cattaraugus County Communications Center.
G. Responding Unit
The unit dispatched by the Cattaraugus County Communications Center to respond to the Alarm, including, but not limited to, the Fire Department, the Town of Ellicottville Police Department, the Cattaraugus County Sheriff's Department, or the New York State Police.
Section 3. Fees for Repeated False Alarms
A. Basis for Fees.  After the Town of Ellicottville Police Department, the Cattaraugus County Sheriff’s Office, or other emergency response agencies responding on behalf of the Town have responded to a combined total of three (3) false alarms from the same alarm system during a calendar year, the Town may assess fees for each subsequent false alarm occurring during that same calendar year.  These fees are intended to offset the expense and burden of responding to false alarms, as well as to incentivize alarm owners to prevent false alarms.
B. The fees shall be assessed as follows:
1. Fourth false alarm in a calendar year: One Hundred Fifty Dollars ($150.00);
2. Fifth false alarm in a calendar year: Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00);
3. Sixth and each subsequent false alarm in a calendar year: Four Hundred Dollars ($400.00)
C. Officials responsible for levying fees.  The Town Clerk, Code Enforcement Officer, or other designated officials shall mail a notice of the fee to the alarm user or property owner.

Section 4. Payment of Fees
A. Payment shall be due within thirty (30) days from the date of mailing of the notice.
B. If payment is not received within thirty (30) days, the Town may send a final notice by certified mail advising the alarm user and property owner, if different, that failure to pay may result in:
1. The assessment of the unpaid amount upon the real property tax bill as authorized by New York State law;
2. Civil collection proceedings; or
3. Any other remedy authorized by law.
C. Unpaid charges may be levied against the property and collected in the same manner as Town taxes, to the extent permitted by law.
Section 5. Appeals
A. Any alarm user receiving a false alarm fee notice may appeal the determination to the Town Board within twenty (20) days of the mailing of the notice.
B. The appeal shall be submitted in writing and shall state the reasons why the alarm should not be considered a false alarm.
C. The Town Board may affirm, modify, or dismiss the fee after reviewing the appeal.
Section 6. Administration
The Town Board may designate the Town Clerk, Code Enforcement Officer, Police Department, Fire Department, or another Town official to administer and enforce this Local Law.
Section 7. Severability
If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or provision of this Local Law is declared invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Local Law.
Section 8. Effective Date
This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the New York State Department of State in accordance with the Municipal Home Rule Law.

Old Business

· Phone Policy

Resolved to pass the Phone Policy.

On motion by Mr. Crowley and second by Mr. Fitzpatrick to approve the phone policy

Accepted:	Ayes 4 - McAndrew, Crowley, Fitzpatrick & Zerfas
		Nays 0

Town of Ellicottville
Employee Personal Mobile Phone Purchase & Payroll Deduction Policy
1. Purpose
This policy establishes procedures for Town of Ellicottville employees to obtain personally owned mobile phones and service plans through the Town’s purchasing process, with the employee reimbursing the Town through payroll deductions. The goal is to provide employees with access to reliable communication tools while ensuring proper stewardship of public funds.
2. Eligibility
Eligibility is reviewed at the time of each purchase request.  An employee may participate in this program when:
a. The employee requests to purchase a personal mobile phone and/or service plan through the Town. 
b. The department head confirms that the employee’s job duties reasonably require regular mobile phone communication.
c. The Town Supervisor approves the request.
d. The employee agrees in writing to payroll deductions until the full cost of the phone is repaid, and for all expenses incurred in connection with the phone and its usage.
3. Allowable Purchases
The Town may purchase the following on behalf of an eligible employee:
a. A mobile phone selected by the employee, subject to reasonable cost limits set by the Town Board.
b. A mobile phone service plan, including data, text, and voice services for the employee.  This is intended to be a phone plan used only by the employee and their spouse and dependents. 
c. The phone and service plan obtained under this policy are personal to the employee and not Town property.
d. The Town will allow Village of Ellicottville employees who work with the Town Water District to participate in this program, but only for the limited purpose of purchasing a single mobile phone and service for said phone, to be used solely by the employee. 
4. Repayment Terms
a. 	Repayment for the phone must be completed within 12 months, unless otherwise approved by the Town Board.
b. 	The Town will not charge interest.
c. 	Employees may prepay or pay off the remaining balance at any time.
d.	Failure to make required payments may result in suspension from the program.

5. Employee Responsibilities
Employees participating in this program must:
a. Maintain active service on the device.
b. Ensure the device is available during work hours and on‑call periods, if applicable.
c. Pay all costs not covered by the Town’s initial purchase (e.g., overages, accessories, service charges, device insurance, etc.).
d. Notify the Town immediately if the device is lost, stolen, or damaged.
e. Understand that the Town is not responsible for personal data, privacy, or device maintenance.
6. Town Responsibilities
The Town will:
a. Process approved purchases in accordance with procurement policies.
b. Maintain documentation of all payroll deduction agreements.
c. Ensure compliance with NYS municipal finance and payroll laws.
d. Stop deductions once the full amount has been repaid.

7. Termination of Participation

Participation may be terminated when:
a. The employee completes repayment and is not continuing to obtain service through the Town.
b. The employee leaves Town employment.
c. The employee fails to comply with this policy.
d. The Town Board discontinues or modifies the program.
e. Any outstanding balance becomes immediately due upon termination of employment.
8. Effective Date
This policy takes effect upon adoption by resolution of the Town Board of the Town of Ellicottville.











· NY Association of Towns Bill of Rights

TOWN OF ELLICOTTVILLE
CATTARAUGUS COUNTY, NEW YORK
EXTRACT OF MINUTES

	A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Ellicottville, NY was convened in public session in the town, on August 19, 2026 at 6:00pm.

	The meeting was called to order by Supervisor McAndrew.

Town Board members were present: 	Matthew McAndrew, Supervisor
	Steven Crowley, Councilman 
						John Zerfas, Councilman										Greg Fitzpatrick, Councilman
						

Also present:					Tracy Rozler, Town Clerk

The following resolution was offered and approved:

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE NEW YORK ASSOCIATION OF TOWNS BILL OF RIGHTS

Introduced by Councilmember Fitzpatrick; seconded by Councilmember Zerfas

WHEREAS, town government provides services essential to the vitality of New York State, including but not limited to maintaining and repairing roads, protecting neighborhoods and businesses, guiding economic development, and serving as the first line of defense, communication, and safety for residents every day of the year; and

WHEREAS, the 933 towns of New York State are home to more than 9.1 million New Yorkers and are diverse in population, geography, and demographics, such that decisions affecting daily life are best made at the local level by the government that best understands each community’s character, challenges, and needs; and

WHEREAS, the towns of New York are partners in shaping the State’s future, and a true partnership between the State and its local governments will propel the New York State Forward to the benefit of all New Yorkers; and

WHEREAS, the New York Association of Towns has adopted a Bill of Rights articulating the core principles that should govern the relationship between the State and its towns; and

WHEREAS, The Town of Ellicottville shares and affirms those principles, namely:

1. Protection and defense of municipal home rule, recognizing that towns, as the level of government closest to the people, are best positioned to balance competing interests and make decisions that shape daily life;
2. Local control of land use and zoning, free from statewide zoning rules that override the voice of resident taxpayers and the officials they elect;
3. Modernized transparency, accessibility, and engagement, including reform of outdated public-notice requirements that consume scarce municipal dollars on print notices often missed by the public; and
4. A meaningful voice in State decisions affecting the hometowns that towns govern, so that town government is treated as a true partner rather that an afterthought or a hurdle to clear; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Ellicottville hereby endorses and adopts the New York Association of Towns Bill of Rights and affirms its commitment to the principles set forth therein; and be it further

RESOLVED, THAT THE Town Board calls upon the Governor and the New York State Legislature to respect and uphold these principles in the enactment of legislation and the administration of State programs affecting towns; and be it further
RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk is hereby directed to transmit certified copies of this resolution to the Governor of the State of New York, the Temporary President of the Senate, the Speaker of the Assembly, the State Senator and Member of the Assembly representing the Town of Ellicottville, and the New York Association of Towns.

The resolution was put to a vote with the following results:

Ayes: Supervisor McAndrew
	Councilmember Crowley
	Councilmember Fitzpatrick
	Councilmember Zerfas

Nays: 0
							
CERTIFICATE OF RECORDING OFFICER
The undersigned hereby certifies that:  Tracy Rozler
1. She is the duly qualified and acting Clerk of the Town of Ellicottville, Cattaraugus County, New York (hereinafter called the “Town”) and the custodian of the records of the Town, including the minutes of the proceedings of the Town Board of the Town, and is duly authorized to execu te this certificate.
2. Attached hereto is a true and correct copy of the resolutions duly adopted at a meeting of the Town Board held on August 19, 2026
0. Such meeting was duly convened and held and such resolution was duly adopted in all respects in accordance with law and the regulations of the Town.  To the extent required by law or such regulations, due and proper notice of such meeting was given.  A legal quorum of members of the Town Board was present throughout such meeting, and a legally sufficient number of members voted in the proper manner for the adoption of the resolution.  All other requirements and proceedings under law, such regulations, or otherwise, incident to such meeting and the adoption of the resolution, including any publication, if required by law, have been duly fulfilled, carried out and otherwise observed.
1. The seal appearing below constitutes the official seal of the Town and was duly affixed by the undersigned at the time this certificate was signed.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned has hereunto set her hand on 
August 20, 2026.
	
	

	
	



(SEAL)							__________________________
								Town Clerk 

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE NEW YORK ASSOCIATION OF TOWNS BILL OF RIGHTS
Introduced by Councilmember Fitzpatrick; seconded by Councilmember Zerfas

WHEREAS, town government provides services essential to the vitality of New York State, including but not limited to maintaining and repairing roads, protecting neighborhoods and businesses, guiding economic development, and serving as the first line of defense, communication, and safety for residents every day of the year; and

WHEREAS, the 933 towns of New York State are home to more than 9.1 million New Yorkers and are diverse in population, geography, and demographics, such that decisions affecting daily life are best made at the local level by the government that best understands each community’s character, challenges, and needs; and

WHEREAS, the towns of New York are partners in shaping the State’s future, and a true partnership between the State and its local governments will propel the New York State Forward to the benefit of all New Yorkers; and

WHEREAS, the New York Association of Towns has adopted a Bill of Rights articulating the core principles that should govern the relationship between the State and its towns; and

WHEREAS, The Town of Ellicottville shares and affirms those principles, namely:

1. Protection and defense of municipal home rule, recognizing that towns, as the level of government closest to the people, are best positioned to balance competing interests and make decisions that shape daily life;
2. Local control of land use and zoning, free from statewide zoning rules that override the voice of resident taxpayers and the officials they elect;
3. Modernized transparency, accessibility, and engagement, including reform of outdated public-notice requirements that consume scarce municipal dollars on print notices often missed by the public; and
4. A meaningful voice in State decisions affecting the hometowns that towns govern, so that town government is treated as a true partner rather that an afterthought or a hurdle to clear; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Ellicottville hereby endorses and adopts the New York Association of Towns Bill of Rights and affirms its commitment to the principles set forth therein; and be it further

RESOLVED, THAT THE Town Board calls upon the Governor and the New York State Legislature to respect and uphold these principles in the enactment of legislation and the administration of State programs affecting towns; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk is hereby directed to transmit certified copies of this resolution to the Governor of the State of New York, the Temporary President of the Senate, the Speaker of the Assembly, the State Senator and Member of the Assembly representing the Town of Ellicottville, and the New York Association of Towns.

The resolution was put to a vote with the following results:

Ayes 4: Supervisor McAndrew
	  Councilmember Crowley
	  Councilmember Fitzpatrick
	  Councilmember Zerfas
Nays: 0


· EVGV Trail – Seth is looking into the check we mailed to Genesee Wyoming Railroad that has not been cashed.  There was no meeting this month.

Adjournment

Motion by Mr. Crowley and second by Mr. Zerfas to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 PM.

Accepted:	Ayes 4 - McAndrew, Crowley, Fitzpatrick & Zerfas
		Nays 0

I, Tracy A. Rozler, Clerk of the Town of Ellicottville, County of Cattaraugus, State of NY, do hereby certify that the foregoing constitutes the complete minutes of the Town Board Meeting held on the 19th day of August 2026, approved by said Board on the 19th day of August 2026.

________________________________________
Tracy A. Rozler – Town Clerk
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