TOWN OF BELFAST
MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING
3/16/26

Town Officials present:  Andrew Chamberlain, Rick Smith, Dixie Middaugh, Steve Bedwell, David Jennings Mike Unfus, Jimmy Ace, Damien DaHill, Mary Beth Arnold


Community members present:    Randa Harrington, Wende Kenyon, Paul Kenyon, Beth Hazelton, Josh Cole, Jeremy Cole, Dawn Wildrick-Cole, Janie Harrington, Joe Damiano, 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. and all stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

The February 23, 2026 Regular Meeting minutes were presented and accepted by a motion from Councilman Bedwell and a second from Councilman Middaugh.		
                     All in favor		Carried

Town Residents and visitor’s questions and concerns:   

Dawn Wildrick-Cole introduced herself to the board and all community members present. She stated she is running for County Court Judge and gave a short presentation on her qualifications and asked for support from the voters in the community.

A short discussion was held on a property on South Street Extension. MACE was granted entry and a list of improvements that need to be done before it is inhabitable was given to the property owner’s agent. The board would like MACE to acquire a time line for the completion of the repairs. Mike will call the property owner. A survey of the property in that area needs to be acquired. One is not on file at the County Courthouse. The original surveyor will be contacted.

Jim Ace will ask RG&E to look at the trees on West Hughes St. that were brought to the attention of the Town.

Payment of the March Bills was approved by a motion from Councilman Jennings and a second from Councilman Smith.  
Rick Smith – aye, Andy Chamberlain -aye, Dixie Middaugh – aye, Steve Bedwell-aye
David Jennings - aye
                                    All in Favor              Carried

	
          General – 054-065 		              $17,586.39
	Water – 020 – 026			    $31,863.92
	Street Lighting – 3	                              $970.09
	Highway –  046– 058                     $76,656.60


The Town Supervisor’s Report, dated February 2026 was approved by a motion from Councilman Jennings and a second from Councilman Smith.       
                           All in Favor               Carried


The Town Clerk’s Report, dated March 3, for the Feb 2026 accounts, was accepted by a motion from Councilman Smith and a second from Councilman Middaugh	
	                All in favor		Carried

 Damien DaHill’s Water report contained the following:
· See attached Water Department Monthly Report
· Discussion was held on the water leak detection system. The system is installed and Damien is working on the software.

Jim Ace’s Highway Report contained the following:
· See attached Highway Department Monthly Report
          
Mike Unfus, Code Enforcement Officer was present to discuss items on the monthly MACE report.
· See attached Monthly Activity Report
· Mr. Unfus reported that the stairs to the 3 Bums building have been removed

Belfast Public Library Report

· Beth Hazelton reported that the Library building is in good repair. There is a door that is sticking, Damien will take a look at it.

Dog Control Report
· Dog control officer was not present


Planning Board Report
· Working on BESS Law, final draft will be ready by the next meeting. A Planning Board member will be present at the BESS Public hearing to answer questions.
· Working on a Rental Law agreement, MACE is lead agency and hopeful the same law will be in place in all the towns that MACE services.
· Banking district packets are ready to be sent out to financial institutions, petitions and letter for businesses to sign will be circulated.
· No variances this month
· Working on Grant Writing


Historical Society Report/Town Historian Report
· See attached reports


Old Business
· Talking with Tom Windus to paint parking lot lines, we need to supply the paint.
· Municipal Court Audit is in progress
· 3 Bums problem was addressed in the MACE section of the minutes.
· Jimmy hasn’t been able to contact RG& E in the past couple of weeks because of the weather problems. He will continue to try and contact them about the trees in the park.


New Business
· MACE will call property owner on County Route 26 and then issue an order to remedy
· Gleason Hill Road needs to be reopened, no work will be done on the road until a written agreement with the property owner to not plug the pipe is obtained.
· Hydrants along State Route 19 are in need of replacement due to the salt from snow plows, the cost is estimated at $4500.00 each. Damien will look into the possibility of just replacing the top portion of the hydrant.


Motion to enter executive session at 8:33 was made by Councilman Jennings and seconded by Councilman Smith
	All in favor                 Carried

Motion to leave executive session at 8:52 was made by Councilman Smith and seconded by Councilman Middaugh
	All in favor                 Carried

The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 pm by a motion from Councilman Jennings and a second from Councilman Smith
                All in favor                 Carried


Next Regular Meeting Date will be April 20, 2026 at 7pm
                                                                            

                                                                               Respectfully Submitted,


                                                                                Mary Beth Arnold
                                                                                Town Clerk


