TOWN OF BELFAST
MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING
8 /17/26
Town Officials present:  Andrew Chamberlain, Rick Smith, Dixie Middaugh, Steve Bedwell, David Jennings, Mike Unfus, Damien Dahill, James Ace Jr.,  Christine Petrie

Community members present:  Wende Kenyon, Paul Kenyon, Robert Mackmer, Michelle Calanni, Sheila Bedwell, Shari Dewey, Beth Hazelton

The regular meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. and all stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

The July 20, 2026 Regular Meeting minutes were presented and accepted by a motion from Councilman Smith and a second from Councilman Bedwell.		
                     All in favor		Carried

Town Residents and visitor’s questions and concerns:   None
Payment of the August Bills was approved by a motion from Councilman Smith and a second from Councilman Middaugh.  
Rick Smith – aye, Andy Chamberlain -aye, Dixie Middaugh – aye, David Jennings - aye
Steve Bedwell-aye 
                                    All in Favor              Carried

	
 General – 135-152 		       $17,347.67
Water – 054 – 060	                        $3,261.72
Street Lighting – 8                                   $936.93
Highway – 115– 124                        $54,590.88


The Town Supervisor’s Report, dated July 2026 was approved by a motion from Councilman Jennings and a second from Councilman Bedwell.       
                           All in Favor               Carried

The Town Clerk’s Report, dated June 30, for the June 2026 accounts, was accepted by a motion from Councilman Bedwell and a second from Councilman Middaugh.	
	                All in favor		Carried

 Damien Dahill’s Water report contained the following:
· See attached Water Department Monthly Report
· Leak detection system does not work and will be returned for a full refund.
· Safety brackets need to be bolted on the Fire Dept doors.

Jim Ace’s Highway Report contained the following:
· See attached Highway Department Monthly Report
· New bridge on Crawford Creek Rd was started on 8/17/2026, 2 to 3 months for completion.
· Todd Sortore will be off at least 2 more weeks from his injury sustained in March, should we start looking to hire someone for plow season.

Mike Unfus, Code Enforcement Officer was present to discuss items on the monthly MACE report.
· See attached Monthly Activity Report


Belfast Public Library Report
· Robert Mackmer reported that the summer reading program at the library was a success 
· Summer concert series on Thursdays in August is half way through, with The Taste of Belfast on the last Thursday Aug 27th
· Library Trustee Annie West has resigned. A new trustee will be needed.

Dog Control Report
· Dog control officer not present, no report was submitted

Planning Board Report
250 Celebration
A special Thank You to the Belfast Event Committee and the Belfast Fire Dept for all their hard work to pull off the First Annual BEL-FEST that was held August 15th, 2026 in celebration of our country’s 250th birthday. The Town Board appreciates your dedication to make our great town even better! Thank you to all of you!
Historical Society Report/Town Historian Report
· See attached reports
· New flooring in the museum will be approx. $1,600.00 for the materials, they have 1/2 the money, the floor may need to be painted before installation of the new flooring
· Pomeroy Sign dedication has been rescheduled for next month.
· 
Old Business
· A motion was made by Councilman Smith and seconded by Councilman Bedwell  to purchase the property at 50 Main Street. The building will be purchased 100% as is for $70,000.00. If the offer is accepted the board will do a walk through prior to the purchase. 
               All in favor               Carried

· Parking Lot will be painted when the sprayer is repaired.

New Business
· In the name of transparency, the Town Board would like to announce to the community that the Town Budget Process will begin September 8th 2026.

· “Proposed Local Law 007-26, (BESS) and related SEQR review, establishing Lead Agency, referring proposed law to County Planning Board and setting a Public Hearing.” All has been submitted to the County Planning Board for their meeting on Aug 19th 2026.

· Prior to the Board Meeting, 6:30 pm,  on September 21st 2026 a Public Hearing will be held to discuss Local Law 007-26, (Battery Energy Storage System.) Pending no specific reasons not to, the board will vote to adopt.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm by a motion from Councilman Smith and a second from Councilman Middaugh
                All in favor                 Carried

Next Regular Meeting Date will be September 2, 2026 at 7pm
                                                                            

                                                                               Respectfully Submitted,


                                                                                Mary Beth Arnold
                                                                                Town Clerk 


