                                        TOWN OF BELFAST
MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING
6/15/26

Town Officials present:  Andrew Chamberlain, Rick Smith, Dixie Middaugh, Steve Bedwell, Mike Unfus, Damien Dahill, James Ace Jr. Mary Beth Arnold


Community members present:  Randa Harrington, Wende Kenyon, Paul Kenyon, Robert Mackmer, Crystal Hull, Michelle Calanni, Amanda Preston,
Marj Harrington

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. and all stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

The May 18, 2026 Regular Meeting minutes were presented and accepted by a motion from Councilman Bedwell and a second from Councilman Smith.		
                     All in favor		Carried

Town Residents and visitor’s questions and concerns:   

Marj Harrington questioned the Town’s ordinance as applies to dogs and leash laws. Two German Shepards that were believed to have come from the Hughes St area had approached her in her lawn. The DCO informed her that there are leash laws, the dogs can be picked up and a ticket could be issued with an appearance ticket included. The DCO needs to be informed immediately of any situation that may require her attention.  

Michelle Calanni reported that a small 250th birthday of the USA celebration is in the planning. It is hoped that something can be worked out so that it can happen on the same weekend as the alumni dinner. 

Payment of the June Bills was approved by a motion from Councilman Middaugh and a second from Councilman Bedwell.  
Rick Smith – aye, Andy Chamberlain -aye, Dixie Middaugh – aye, 
Steve Bedwell-aye 
                                    All in Favor              Carried

	
          General – 094-111 		                  $20,940.57
	Water – 043 – 048			        $76,470.26
	Street Lighting – 6                                   $935.61
	Highway – 087– 101                        $163,982.39


The Town Supervisor’s Report, dated May 2026 was approved by a motion from Councilman Bedwell and a second from Councilman Middaugh.       
                           All in Favor               Carried


The Town Clerk’s Report, dated June 2, for theMay 2026 accounts, was accepted by a motion from Councilman Smith and a second from Councilman Bedwell	
	                All in favor		Carried

 Damien DaHill’s Water report contained the following:
· See attached Water Department Monthly Report
· The County has hired a summer work student who will assist Damien for 6 weeks starting on July 13th.

Jim Ace’s Highway Report contained the following:
· See attached Highway Department Monthly Report
· The highway employee who is currently on disability will be having surgery and will be off until at least 8/11
· Truck 8 is out of service with a DEF sensor issue. It was picked up today for repairs.
· There is an issue with the replacement engine for the truck 2. The replacement engine may need to be swapped out. The mechanic is trying to decide the best course of action.
· Both Lake Roads will be sealed on July 7th, weather permitting.
· Superintendent Ace asked the board’s permission to spend the additional $15Kin CHIPS money received from the state on further repairs to town roads. The board agreed.
· Parking lot by the canal house will be constructed by the DEC. The town will only be putting in the pipe. 
· Dates are needed for striping parking spaces so they can sweep prior to painting.
· The pond on Gleason Hill Rd is down to the bottom of the pipe but the beavers are still present.
          
Mike Unfus, Code Enforcement Officer was present to discuss items on the monthly MACE report.
· See attached Monthly Activity Report
· MACE will be attending the FEMA floodplain conference on June 16th. If any resident has questions about the new floodplain and their insurance as it applies to the new floodplain they can call MACE for assistance.

Belfast Public Library Report
· Robert Mackmer reported daily operations at the library are going smoothly. 
· 26-27 budget is in place
· The library has a new board member
· Phase 5 of the State Grant application is in the works.
· Probable construction start date is sometime in 2028
· Summer concert series is set for Thursdays in August with The Taste of Belfast on the last Thursday. 


Dog Control Report
· The DCO is holding a dog that bit its owner. Owner is not responding but has not been in Belfast for 30 consecutive days so she is trying to find out what needs to be done in this situation.
· Had a call on Lake Rd but referred it to animal cruelty

Planning Board Report
· Waiting on the town attorney to proceed with the BESS Law 
· Asked board to review the camping law they are working on.
· Will begin working on a Local Codes with stop gap protection
· Board gave approval to look into DWSP2, Drinking water source protection program


Historical Society Report/Town Historian Report
· See attached reports


Old Business
· Sale of South Street property is in the hands of the buyer’s attorney.
· Planning Board will decide on the type of sign they want for Curcio Lane
· Parts list received for the Riverwalk Kiosk. Board has approved construction and instillation in the park. Awaiting Engineered drawings and permit.
· The Town Clerk is still looking into options for electronic payments. 
· The septic system on a property on South Street extension was discussed.

New Business
· The Army Corp of Engineers have been contacted about the Gleason Hill Rd closure.
· Town of Caneadea has issued a new agreement pertaining to the dog shelter. All terms seem to be in line with the old agreement
· The return mail receipt for the BESS and Data Center Laws has been received, awaiting the approval letter from the state.
· Allegany County is making money available for local 250th celebration expenses. Supervisor Chamberlain will be contacting the county about this by June 26th.
· A small reserve pile of topsoil that the parks department has will be used to repair areas of the town park. If more is needed it will have to be purchased. 
· The stumps in the park have been ground, the parks dept will work on trimming some hanging tree branches 
· A motion was made by Councilman Bedwell and seconded by Councilman Middaugh to contact the realtor handling the sale of the Community Bank building about filing for a right of first refusal on any offer made by for the bank building. It was also approved for the town to put in an offer to purchase the bank building.
                           All in Favor             Carried


The meeting was adjourned at 8:54 pm by a motion from Councilman Smith and a second from Councilman Bedwell
                All in favor                 Carried


Next Regular Meeting Date will be July 20, 2026 at 7pm
                                                                            

                                                                               Respectfully Submitted,


                                                                                Mary Beth Arnold
                                                                                Town Clerk


