                                        TOWN OF BELFAST
MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING
5/18/26

Town Officials present:  Andrew Chamberlain, Rick Smith, Dixie Middaugh, Steve Bedwell, David Jennings Mike Unfus, Damien Dahill, Mary Beth Arnold


Community members present:  Randa Harrington, Wende Kenyon, Paul Kenyon, Janie Harrington, Danielle Prosser, Mary Paulsen, Sheila Bedwell, Tony Iaconno

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. and all stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

The April 20, 2026 Regular Meeting minutes were presented and accepted by a motion from Councilman Bedwell and a second from Councilman Middaugh.		
                     All in favor		Carried

Town Residents and visitor’s questions and concerns:   

Tony Iacono presented ideas about a Monument in the town park to replace the cannons which were donated to the scrape metal collection effort during World War II. The legion is attempting to procure a deck gun in memory of John Merton, the soldier that Merton Ave is named for, because that was his duty when the submarine he was assigned to went down, leading to his death. The official in Washington DC who is helping to obtain a piece of military memorabilia will be in touch with the legion in the coming week. A statue will also be installed at the corner of the Main and Merton Ave by the legion. They are in contact with state and local highway officials to ensure compliance.


Payment of the May Bills was approved by a motion from Councilman Jennings and a second from Councilman Bedwell.  
Rick Smith – aye, Andy Chamberlain -aye, Dixie Middaugh – aye, Steve Bedwell-aye David Jennings - aye
                                    All in Favor              Carried

	
          General – 076-093 		                  $9,913.77
	Water – 034 – 042			        $3,650.99
	Street Lighting – 5                                $971.87
	Highway – 075– 086                       $26,779.61


The Town Supervisor’s Report, dated April 2026 was approved by a motion from Councilman Jennings and a second from Councilman Bedwell.       
                           All in Favor               Carried


The Town Clerk’s Report, dated May 4, for the April 2026 accounts, was accepted by a motion from Councilman Smith and a second from Councilman Middaugh	
	                All in favor		Carried

 Damien DaHill’s Water report contained the following:
· See attached Water Department Monthly Report

Jim Ace’s Highway Report contained the following:
· See attached Highway Department Monthly Report
· Mr. Ace was not present at the meeting
          
Mike Unfus, Code Enforcement Officer was present to discuss items on the monthly MACE report.
· See attached Monthly Activity Report
· Mr. Unfus was questioned about the property on County Rt 26. He said an Order to Remedy has been issued and will expire on 5/21/26.
· MACE is currently down to 4 people

Belfast Public Library Report
· No Library representative was present.


Dog Control Report
Dog control officer was not present 

Planning Board Report
· BESS Law and Data Center paperwork have been submitted to the board.
· Still working on getting banks interested in the old bank building.\
· A topic relating to the recognition of a Belfast citizen’s contributions to our community was discussed. Further information to come.


Historical Society Report/Town Historian Report
· See attached reports


Old Business
· A motion was made by Councilman Bedwell and Seconded by Councilman Middaugh to accept the sealed bid for the sale of the property on South Street. 
All in favor      Carried 
· A motion was made by Supervisor Chamberlain and Seconded by Councilman Middaugh to give the Belfast Recreation Program money to pay the student workers for the 2026 Recreation Program.
· Names were submitted for attendance at the Houghton University Training on June 4th


New Business
· Supervisor Chamberlain has had no luck with the Army Corp in reference to the Gleason Hill Rd problem. Senator Borrello’s office has been contacted and they are attempting to help with information and possible grants.
A motion was made by Councilman Jennings and seconded by Councilman Bedwell to make every attempt to open Gleason Hill Rd to one lane of traffic at present.
               All in favor           Carried
Damage to an eight-inch water main and safety concerns will need to also be addressed. 
· Councilman Jennings made a motion which was seconded by Councilman Middaugh, to approve Law 03-26, Battery Energy Storage Systems law.
             Rick Smith – aye, Andy Chamberlain -aye, Dixie Middaugh – aye,
             Steve Bedwell-aye, David Jennings - aye
                                    All in Favor              Carried
· Councilman Smith made a motion which was seconded by Councilman Bedwell, to approve Temporary Law 04-26, Data Center Moratorium             Rick Smith – aye, Andy Chamberlain -aye, Dixie Middaugh – aye,
             Steve Bedwell-aye, David Jennings - aye
                                    All in Favor              Carried
· Councilman Jennings made a motion which was seconded by Councilman Smith to vote on Resolution 013-2026 to add a Green Way Kiosk to the Town Park
	             Rick Smith – aye, Andy Chamberlain -aye, Dixie Middaugh – aye,
             Steve Bedwell-aye, David Jennings - aye
                                    All in Favor              Carried
· A presentation was given by Town Clerk Arnold in reference to different companies which have been contacted about offering the ability to pay bills electronically. Members of the community did have additional resources that they suggested. This new information will be looked into.


Councilman Smith made a motion, which was seconded by Councilman Middaugh  to enter into executive session at 8:37
                                     All in Favor              Carried

Councilman Smith made a motion, which was seconded by Councilman Jennings to leave executive session at 8:52
                                     All in Favor              Carried

The meeting was adjourned at 8:54 pm by a motion from Councilman Smith and a second from Councilman Bedwell
                All in favor                 Carried


Next Regular Meeting Date will be June 15, 2026 at 7pm
                                                                            

                                                                               Respectfully Submitted,


                                                                                Mary Beth Arnold
                                                                                Town Clerk


