




THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING OF THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF NORTH COLLINS WAS HELD ON MONDAY, OCTOBER 5TH, 2026, AT 6:00 PM IN THE NORTH COLLINS TOWN HALL, 10569 MAIN STREET, NORTH COLLINS, NEW YORK.

	PRESENT:		Supervisor		John Tobia								            Councilmen:   		Ellen M. Mathis 
							Michael Ortiz  			
							Peter Robbins  												Vicki Kehr
				Town Clerk		Lynn M. DiVincenzo
				Town Attorney 	Richard Schaus  
				Highway Supt. 	David J. Winter - Excused
			
Item 1. Supervisor John Tobia called the meeting to order at 6 p.m. 

Item 2.  Approved the 	September 2026 Meeting Minutes, as previously presented.
Moved: Ellen Mathis 
Second: Mike Ortiz
[bookmark: _Hlk219278525]ROLL CALL:  Ayes: Tobia, Kehr, Mathis and Ortiz, Noes 0. Motion carried.

AUDIT OF BILLS
Item 3. MOVED: Ellen Mathis 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the following claims, as set forth in Abstract #10 and in the amount of
 $60,549.39 are approved for payment by the Town Board:
A#, 509,510,511,512,515,516,519,521,523,527,528,534,535,536,537,538,539,
B# 511,513,514,517,523,524,526,537,
DA#
DB# 510,515,530,531,532,533,537,
SF# 
SR# 518,
SW# 520,522,525,529,
SECOND:  Mike Ortiz
ROLL CALL:  Ayes: Tobia, Kehr, Mathis and  Ortiz,  Noes 0. Motion carried.

Item 4. VISITORS: 
Legislator Mills:  He is on his Farewell Tour. He is retiring at the end of the year.  Legislator Mills gave a proclamation to Town Clerk Lynn DiVincenzo for Town Clerk of the Year.  

Historian: Report given to Councilman Vicki Kehr.  She went to the historian conference in East Aurora. 

Item 5.  HIGHWAY: Preparing for winter, but all is good with the highway.

Item 6.  CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER: 45 permits to date- working on some violations and waiting on the planning board for laws that should be changed. 

LIBRARY: Light in the parking lot will be changed this weekend. 

RECREATION: Open gym night will be starting soon, October 24th. Trunk or Treat- one question that was brought up was the lighting in the parking lots; a suggestion was to have the fire company provide lights for the event. Mike Ortiz will take care of that.  After-school program is going great.  

ERIE COUNTY SHERIFF’S: Gave a report. They have a car seat check on October 17th 9-1 pm. 

RESOLUTIONS: 

MOVED: John Tobia
BE IT RESOLVED, in accordance with New York State Town Law, Section 198, the North Collins Town Board has opted to enforce various unpaid accounts for water, sewer, refuse and other unpaid town services as indicated below; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, in light of the aforementioned, the Erie County Legislature shall levy in such sums as indicated below and against the applicable properties as provided for on the Town of North Collins Assessor’s master computer assessment roll file:
			
TOTAL Delinquent Town Water							$  5,065.83
SECONDED: Mike Ortiz
ROLL CALL: Ayes: Kehr, Mathis, Robbins, Tobia and Ortiz. Noes 0. Motion carried

MOVED: John Tobia
WHEREAS, Erie County Legislator Jeanne Vinal, representing portions of Towns of Amherst and Cheektowaga, has recently contacted local officials regarding a renewed effort to reinstate the Erie County Planning Board; and
WHEREAS, proposals of this nature have been opposed and rejected numerous times over the past two decades; and
WHEREAS, based on the version of a draft local law shared and referenced by Legislator Vinal’s communication, this Planning Board would derive its mission and purpose from a regional growth plan adopted by Erie County in 2007; and
WHEREAS, under this version of the law, only two of the nine voting members of this board would reside outside of the Cities of Buffalo, Lackawanna, and Tonawanda or the Towns of Amherst, Cheektowaga, Tonawanda, and West Seneca, leaving a large representative gap for communities that make up a majority of the land area of Erie County, and making no distinction between suburban and rural communities outside of first ring suburbs; and
WHEREAS, according to New York State Law, this board could have authority to review and reject certain local project proposals, or set conditions for the approval thereof, as well as act as lead agency under the State Environmental Quality Review Act, stripping away local control of the environmental impact review process; an
WHEREAS, creation of such a board would add an additional and 				      unnecessary layer of bureaucracy to the already daunting task of fostering  Constructive economic development within our region; and
WHEREAS, the oversight and control conferred upon such a board would 			      reduce the voice of local governments and the residents who would make 
decisions regarding land use within their own communities; and
WHEREAS, local municipalities and the residents who elect their 				      government officials deserve to retain autonomy and authority to determine their own development and zoning plans that best suit their communities; and
WHEREAS, the State of New York has already been encroaching upon local control by proposing and enacting legislation that allows them to override local zoning regulations for various types of projects; and
WHEREAS, the Town of North Collins currently shares a Joint Planning Board with the Village of North Collins, and the Town is pleased with the work of that Joint Planning Board and believes it is in the best interest of the Town to continue with this Joint Planning Board; and
WHEREAS, the North Collins Town Board does not believe the establishment of an Erie County Planning Board would be in the best interest of the residents of the Town of North Collins or similarly situated municipalities across Erie County.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the North Collins Town Board believes it is crucial that local municipalities retain the right to determine their own planning actions; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the North Collins Town Board hereby opposes the creation of an Erie County Planning Board; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that certified copies of this resolution shall be sent to Erie County Executive Mark Poloncarz, members of the Erie County Legislature, and the Erie County Association of Governments, and Village Officials Association of Erie County, New York
SECONDED: Mike Ortiz
ROLL CALL: Ayes: Kehr, Mathis, Robbins, Tobia and Ortiz. Noes 0. Motion carried

Mutual Aid with Eden 

MOVED: John Tobia
BE IT RESOLVED, the North Collins Town Board hereby agrees to enter into a mutual agreement with the Town of Eden, whereby the Town of North Collins Highway Department will plow snow from Clarksburg Road from the North Collins Town Line up to the Eighteen Mile Creek Bridge, in exchange for the Eden Town Highway Department plowing Belcher Road and the end of Rocky Mountain Road, for the 2026-2027 season. 
SECONDED: Mike Ortiz
ROLL CALL: Ayes: Kehr, Mathis, Robbins, Tobia and Ortiz. Noes 0. Motion carried

Item 7. COUNCILMEN

Kehr: Historian went to conference, Town Court bought supplies, and will have upcoming audit, American Legion is doing good. 

Robbins: We have a lot of work to do on the budget. We need to have sessions about Waste Management to let our community know what will change.

MOTION: John Tobia, seconded by Mike Ortiz, to have the Town Clerk put an ad in the Eden North Collins Penny Saver about the garbage changes. Carried. 

Ortiz: Cameras are up for the Town Clerk's office, and they are not in the sheriff's office. Historical Society lights will be changed in the building. New Flock camera on Genesse Road; not sure who it belongs to. Richard Schaus stated that he was not sure if we could ban them on state or county roads. It has been referred to the Planning Board to look into. Mike looked at the numbers for workers' comp, which went up $14,000, health care, and firemen workers' compensation.

MOTION: Mike Ortiz, seconded by Vicki Kehr, to put public notice in the Dunkirk Observer for taking sealed bids for General Liability and Auto insurance to be open November 9th 2026. Carried.  

Mathis: All good.

Item 8.  SUPERVISOR:
MOTION by Mike Ortiz, seconded by John Tobia, to accept the September Supervisor Report.  Carried 

The Supervisor sent a letter to DiPietro’s and Gallivan’s office requesting funding for the wellness center.   
Community Block Grant was approved for New Oregon Park. The supervisor submitted a scope of work; now the town will need to get estimates for the project.  

Budget: working on budget; found about a $65,000 decrease; need to set up working sessions. 

Dog Control: Contract with Eden Vet Clinic ends at the end of the year. SPCA; there’s only 1 in the area; talked with other town supervisors.  Collins uses K-9 clippers.  John spoke with them, and she said that she would work with North Collins; she sent over a “mock” contract for the Supervisors to look at.   

Lawton’s Water: water revenue was over this year; the water rates need to be increased. Once they have something, they will hold a public hearing to discuss the water rates.  

MOTION: John Tobia, seconded by Mike Ortiz, to schedule a work session on October 15th at 6 pm.  Carried. 
 
Item 9. TOWN CLERK:
September 2026 Monthly Town Clerk's Report: Total Revenues $9,003.00 Dog $117.00, DEC $5,420.93, Marriage $ 22.50, Supervisors $3,432.57, Water $ 713.67, Rec $ 3,119.00 

Electronic and Paint Recycling Event: October 17th, 9-12
School Taxes are due by October 15th 
Working with Erie County for a free website. 
Dog Control report submitted

Item 10. ATTORNEY:  Ann Converso resigned as the Planning Board secretary.  
MOTION: John Tobia, seconded by Ellen Mathis, to approve Lynn DiVincenzo as secretary for the Planning Board at $20.00 per hr.   Carried 
 

Item 11.  ADJOURNMENT.  Motion to adjourn at 7:09 p.m. by John Tobia. Second: Mike Ortiz. Carried.


Respectfully Submitted By,


Lynn DiVincenzo 
Town Clerk



