


Town of Persia Board Meeting
May 14, 2026
8 West Main Street, Gowanda, New York 14070

Minutes
Town of Persia Board Meeting
8 West Main Street, Gowanda, NY  14070
May 14, 2026
 Workshop 6: 30 pm to discuss the insurance progress
On the Town Hall hailstorm damage
Supervisor John Walgus called the meeting to order with a pledge of Allegiance at 7:00pm

Roll Call:					
Supervisor: John T. Walgus: present
Councilman: Theresa A. Girome: present
Councilman: Gloria J. Tomaszewski: present
Councilman Robert O. Dingman: present
Councilman: Seth H. Howard: present

Others present:
            Highway Supervisor: Daniel H. Ackley
Town Clerk: Denise M. Trumpore
Crystal Abers- Catt Co. Director of Economic Development, Planning and Tourism
Jack Broyles
Linda Dingman
Jarek Howard

[bookmark: _Hlk208217195]Supervisor John T. Walgus: * I ask for a resolution to accept the financial statement from April.  * I ask for a resolution to accept the Supervisors report. * The Fire Department under Mark Hebner’s supervision will be swapping out our old flag, rope, and hooks with new ones on May 20th. * I have not heard back from our insurance company on the damage to the town hall, they said we should hear word back by May 26th tentatively. It turns out the board cannot declare a state of emergency by resolution, so I rewrote a declaration of Emergency signed by me the Chief Executive for the Town and set it on to Cattaraugus County of Emergency Services. * Happy birthdays this month go out to Louise Hubbard on the 23rd and Tammy Grimmer on the 24th. 
 
Highway Superintendent Daniel H. Ackley: * Read the highway bills. * I am asking for a resolution to have GSD Technologies to completely overhaul our 96 Ford snowplow, I got a quote from them not to exceed $116,000. They come highly recommended and from what I’ve seen, they do a great job bringing new life into commercial trucks. * I am looking into getting a sander for the one-ton truck, we are having issues with Point Peter Road regarding road slip a sander on the one-ton truck would come in handy. * I am also pricing a 9 ft sander and a one-way plow. 


Councilman Robert O. Dingman: I audited the Town Clerk’s books along with Theresa. * It is the 175-year anniversary today for the first trains of the Erie Railroad. * Historian Phil Palen stated that the National Railway Historical Societies Niagara Frontiers Chapter contacted him and they have arranged for a large plaque commemorating the 175-year anniversary. The plaque will be erected at the depot. * Starting on or around June 7th, Union Pacific’s “Big Boy “4014 Steam locomotive ,which is the largest steam engine in the United States will be traveling through the Southern Tier.

Councilman Gloria J. Tomaszewski: * Read the Assessor’s report. * Attended the Healthy Community Alliance meeting on April 22nd, there are no vacancies and a waiting list.  

Councilman Theresa A. Girome: Attended the Village Board meeting on May 12th. I audited the Town Clerk’s books along with Bob on May 7th, everything was in order. 

Councilman Seth Howard: * Read the General bills. * I am making a motion to have GSD Technologies overhaul the 96 Ford snowplow. 

Assessor Liz Lerow: * by email * The 2026 Equalization Rate is 100%. No market adjustments were necessary this year. * Property owners dissatisfied with their assessment can grieve it with the Board of Assessments Review at the Town Hall on June 2nd from 4:00 to 8:00pm. The required form RP-524 is available online, at the Assessor’s Office, and at the Persia Town Hall. * The Assessing Office has corresponded with several property owners about their assessments, tax bills, and exemptions. * There were four property transfers in March. However, these cannot be added to our system until July 1st. In the meantime, you can find more information about these sales here:
https://www.cattco.org/real-property-and-gls/sales 

Town Clerk Denise M. Trumpore:
Total transactions for April: 74
Total Collected: $ 978.00
Towns Portion: $ 512.53
* I ask for a resolution to approve the minutes from April 9th.  





Public Participation

Crystal Abers: * Presented the board on behalf of Cattaraugus County with a flag to commemorate the 250-year anniversary of the USA. Cattaraugus County applied for a grant to NYS, and they have one for every municipality. 

RESOLUTION # 29 Audit of Claims
On a motion of Councilman Howard
Seconded by Councilman Girome
The following was 
ADOPTED 	AYES – 5 Howard, Girome, Tomaszewski, Dingman, Walgus
NAYS – 0
It is RESOLVED that the bills contained on Abstracts #5 for General and Highway have been reviewed by the Town Board and are authorized for payment in the following amounts: 
Abstract 5 – General Vouchers # 75 to # 91    = $43,652.85
Abstract 5– Highway Vouchers # 22 to # 29   = $  5,456.06  

RESOLUTION #30 Approval of Minutes
On a motion of Councilman Tomaszewski
Seconded by Councilman Dingman
ADOPTED AYES – 5 Tomaszewski, Dingman, Girome, Howard, Walgus
                    NAYS - 0
It is RESOLVED to approve the minutes from April 9, 2026.  

RESOLUTION # 31 Financial Reports
On a motion of Councilman Dingman
Seconded by Councilman Girome
ADOPTED AYES – 5 Dingman, Girome, Tomaszewski, Howard, Walgus
                      NAYS - 0
It is RESOLVED to accept the financial reports for April.  

RESOLUTION #32 Supervisor’s Reports
On a motion of Councilman Tomaszewski
Seconded by Councilman Howard
ADOPTED AYES – 5 Tomaszewski, Howard, Girome, Dingman, Walgus
                    NAYS –0
It is RESOLVED to accept the Supervisor’s Report for April
ending Balances as of April 30, 2026, as follows:
General Fund Checking - $ 18,811.39
General Fund Savings - $ 640,299.09
Highway Fund Checking - $ 31,322.85
Highway Fund Savings - $ 362,881.70
Trust & Agency Payroll - $ 5,855.93
Highway Reserve Fund - $ 70,010.86
[bookmark: _Hlk203473202]Building Reserve Fund - $ 39,748.79

RESOLUTION #33 Overhaul of 96 Ford snowplow
On a motion of Councilman Howard
Seconded by Councilman Girome
ADOPTED AYES- 5 Howard, Girome, Tomaszewski, Dingman, Walgus
                    NAYS – 0
It is RESOLVED for GSD Technologies to overhaul the 96 Ford snowplow not to exceed $116,000.

[bookmark: _Hlk529435298][bookmark: _Hlk76637160][bookmark: _Hlk87017217]RESOLUTION #34 Workshop
On a motion of Councilman Howard
Seconded by Councilman Dingman
ADOPTED AYES –5 Howard, Dingman, Girome, Tomaszewski, Walgus
                     NAYS –0
It is RESOLVED to have a workshop on June 11th at 6:30 to discuss the insurance coverage on the town hall. 

Hearing no objection, Supervisor Walgus closed the meeting in remembrance of town residents Denise Bailey and John Sherk at 7:40 pm. 

respectfully submitted,


Denise M. Trumpore
Town Clerk



