


Town of Persia Board Meeting
July 9, 2026
8 West Main Street, Gowanda, New York 14070

MINUTES
Town of Persia Board Meeting
8 West Main Street, Gowanda, NY  14070
July 9, 2026
 Workshop 6: 30 pm to discuss the insurance progress
on the Town Hall hailstorm damage
Supervisor John Walgus called the meeting to order with a pledge of Allegiance at 7:00pm
** Happy Birthday America!!**

Roll Call:					
Supervisor: John T. Walgus: present
Councilman: Theresa A. Girome: present
Councilman: Gloria J. Tomaszewski: present
Councilman Robert O. Dingman: present
Councilman: Seth H. Howard: present

Others present:
            Highway Supervisor: Daniel H. Ackley
Town Clerk: Denise M. Trumpore


[bookmark: _Hlk208217195]Supervisor John T. Walgus: * I ask for a resolution to accept the financial statement from June.  * I ask for a resolution to accept the Supervisors report. * Will have two budget transfers this month. * The new inside door has been installed! New keys for the front door will be made and given to those who need one. * NYS Association of Towns asked the town to pass a resolution in support of the NYS Association of Towns Bill of Rights. * This July, we are celebrating the 250-year birthday of the United States and 250 years of freedom for all. * We will need a workshop next month to discuss the progress on the hailstorm damage to the town hall. * Happy Birthday to Judge Hebner who celebrated on the 10th. 
 
Highway Superintendent Daniel H. Ackley: * Read highway bills. * The requests for equipment through the CHPS program were all denied. I would still like to purchase a sander for the pickup truck. 

Councilman Robert O. Dingman: * 

Councilman Gloria J. Tomaszewski:  * Read the Assessor’s report. 

Councilman Theresa A. Girome: * no report

Councilman Seth Howard: * Read general bills. * I will not be able to attendattending the next board meeting.

Assessor Liz Lerow: * by email * The 2026 roll year has been finalized as of July 1st. These are the assessments that will be used for all 2026 taxes. Changes can no longer be made to the roll, and any complaints will need to go through the Cattaraugus County Department of Real Property Tax Services. A copy of the Final Roll is available here – https://www.cattco.org/real-property-and-gis/assessment-rolls
· Grievance Day was June 2nd. 3 properties were reviewed by the Board of Assessment Review. 
· The Town Supervisor must sign the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) and sign the Plan for Cyclical Reassessments (PCR), which is essentially an application for state aid. Since the resolution has already been passed you can return a copy of it, along with the signed MOU and PCR, to my office, they are due by August 1st. 
· The Assessing Office has corresponded with several property owners about their assessments, tax bills, and exemptions. 
· There were 4 property transfers in May, you can find more information about these sales here – https://www.cattco.org/real-property-and-gil/sales 

Town Clerk Denise M. Trumpore:
Total transactions for June: 108
Total Collected: $ 1,873.00
Towns Portion: $ 1,174.14
* I ask for a resolution to approve the minutes from June 11, 2026. 

RESOLUTION # 43 Audit of Claims
On a motion of Councilman Howard
Seconded by Councilman Dingman
The following was 
ADOPTED 	AYES – 5 Howard, Dingman, Girome, Tomaszewski, Walgus
NAYS – 0
It is RESOLVED that the bills contained on Abstracts #7 for General and Highway have been reviewed by the Town Board and are authorized for payment in the following amounts: 
Abstract 7 – General Vouchers # 116 to # 132   = $8,001.09
Abstract 7– Highway Vouchers # 34 to # 42       = $28,302.81 


RESOLUTION #44 Approval of Minutes
On a motion of Councilman Girome
Seconded by Councilman Tomaszewski
ADOPTED AYES – 5 Girome, Tomaszewski, Howard, Dingman, Walgus
                    NAYS - 0
It is RESOLVED to approve the minutes from June 11, 2026.  

RESOLUTION # 45 Financial Reports
On a motion of Councilman Howard
Seconded by Councilman Dingman
ADOPTED AYES – 5 Howard, Dingman, Girome, Tomaszewski, Walgus
                      NAYS - 0
It is RESOLVED to accept the financial reports for June.  

RESOLUTION #46 Supervisor’s Reports
On a motion of Councilman Howard
Seconded by Councilman Girome
ADOPTED AYES – 5 Howard, Girome, Tomaszewski, Dingman, Walgus
                    NAYS –0
It is RESOLVED to accept the Supervisor’s Report for June
ending Balances as of June 30, 2026, as follows:
General Fund Checking - $ 19,378.60
General Fund Savings - $ 550,761.69
Highway Fund Checking - $ 31,331.26
Highway Fund Savings - $ 373,830.57
Trust & Agency Payroll - $ 5,677.62
Highway Reserve Fund - $ 70,028.42
[bookmark: _Hlk203473202]Building Reserve Fund - $ 39,835.19
Water/Sewer District Checking - $ 2064.94

RESOLUTION #47 Budget Transfers    
On a motion of Councilman Dingman
Seconded by Councilman Howard
ADOPTED AYES- 5 Dingman, Howard, Girome, Tomaszewski, Walgus
                     NAYS – 0
It is RESOLVED to transfer $240.00 from A1990.4 - Contingent to A1355.4 – Assessor – Contractual and $3,228.00 from A1990.4 – Contingent to A1620.4 – Building – Contractual. 

[bookmark: _Hlk529435298][bookmark: _Hlk76637160][bookmark: _Hlk87017217]RESOLUTION #48 NYS Association of Towns Bill of Rights
On a motion of Councilman Dingman
Seconded by Councilman Tomaszewski
WHEREAS, town government provides services essential to the vitality of New York State, including but not limited to maintaining and repairing roads, protecting neighborhoods and businesses, guiding economic development, and serving as the first line of defense, communications, and safety for residents every day of the year; and; and
WHEREAS, the 933 towns of New York State are home to more than 9.1 million New Yorkers and are diverse in population, geography, and demographics, such that decisions affecting daily life are best made at the local level by the government that best understands each community’s character, challenges, and needs; and
WHEREAS, the towns of New York are partners in shaping the State’s future, and a true partnership between the State and its local governments will propel the New York State forward to the benefit of all New Yorkers; and
WHEREAS, the New York Association of Towns has adopted a Bill of Rights articulating the core principles that should govern the relationship between the State and its towns; and
WHEREAS, the Town of Persia shares and affirms those principles, namely:
1. Protection and defense of municipal home rule, recognizing that towns, as the level of government closest to the people, are best positioned to balance competing interests and make decisions that shape daily life;
2. Local control of land use and zoning, free from statewide zoning rules that override the voice of resident taxpayers and the officials they elect;
3. Freedom from unfunded mandates, so that local taxpayers are not made to bear the cost of orders imposed by State and Federal authorities without the resources to carry them out;
4. Modernized transparency, accessibility, and engagement, including reform of outdated public notice requirements that consume scarce municipal dollars, on print notices often missed by the public; and
5. A meaningful voice in State decisions affecting the hometowns that towns govern, so that town government is treated as a true partner rather than an afterthought or a hurdle to clear; now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Persia hereby endorses and adopts the New York State Association of Towns Bill of Rights and affirms its commitment to the principles set forth therein, and be it further
RESOLVED, that the Town Board calls upon the Governor and the New York State Legislature to respect and uphold these principles in the enactment of legislation and the administration of State programs affecting towns; and be it further
RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk is hereby directed to transmit certified copies of this resolution to the Governor of the State of New York, President of the Senate, the Speaker of the Assembly, Senator Borello, Assemblyman Sempolinski, and the New York Association of Towns. 

ADOPTED AYES – 5 Dingman, Tomaszewski, Girome, Howard, Walgus
                     NAYS -0

RESOLUTION #49 Workshop
On a motion of Councilman Dingman
Seconded by Councilman Girome
ADOPTED                     AYES – 5 Dingman, Girome, Tomaszewski, Howard, Walgus
[bookmark: _Hlk193102428]                                        NAYS –0
It is RESOLVED to have a workshop on August13th at 6:30pm to discuss the progress on the hailstorm damage to the town hall. 

RESOLUTION #50 Purchasing a sander 
On a motion of Councilman Dingman
Seconded by Councilman Girome
ADOPTED                       AYES – 5 
ADOPTED                       AYES – 0 
It is RESOLVED to purchase a sander for the pickup.

Hearing no objection, Supervisor Walgus closed the meeting in remembrance of town resident Tim Bobsein at 7:30 pm. 

respectfully submitted,


Denise M. Trumpore
Town Clerk




