


Town of Persia Board Meeting
April 9, 2026
8 West Main Street, Gowanda, New York 14070

Minutes
Town of Persia Board Meeting
8 West Main Street, Gowanda, NY  14070
April 9, 2026
[bookmark: _Hlk211504972] Workshop 6:30pm to discuss the roof on the Town Hall

Roll Call:					
Supervisor: John T. Walgus: present
Councilman: Theresa A. Girome: present
Councilman: Gloria J. Tomaszewski: present
Councilman Robert O. Dingman: absent
Councilman: Seth H. Howard: present

Others present:
Town Clerk: Denise M. Trumpore
William Mahoney Jr.
Jack Broyes

[bookmark: _Hlk145404098][bookmark: _Hlk208217195]Supervisor John T. Walgus: * I will need a resolution to declare a State of Emergency for the Town of Persia * I appointed William J. Mahoney Jr.  of 9421 Point Peter Road in Gowanda as the town’s Construction Manager; his job will be to oversee the mitigation and repair of the storm damage that occurred March 31st to the town hall building. I believe Bill has a wealth of knowledge in the building and construction industry and will be a great asset as we navigate through the different adjusters, contractors and insurance companies. Bill, as a resident of the Town of Persia, has volunteered to help us accomplish this pro bono for our town. Bill has already been a great help in mitigating the damage that occurred here on March 31st meeting with me numerous times in person, phone calls and emails in dealing with contractors, adjusters, and representatives from our underwriters. * I ask for a resolution to accept the financial statement from March.  * I ask for a resolution to accept the Supervisors report. * Birthdays this month go out to Allen Jones on the 10th and Theresa Girome on the 23rd. * We will need to have a workshop next month to discuss the insurance process on the town hall. 
 
Highway Superintendent Daniel H. Ackley: * absent

Councilman Robert O. Dingman:   absent

Councilman Gloria J. Tomaszewski:  * Read the Assessor’s report. 

Councilman Theresa A. Girome: * I attended the Planning & Zoning meeting on March 16th, the next meeting will be Monday, July 20th. 

Councilman Seth Howard: * Read the Highway bills. Read the General bills. 

Assessor Liz Lerow: * by email * The 2026 exemption deadline was March 1st. Property owners who did not submit a renewal application were reminded either by phone or mail. * Pursuant to 506 of NYS Real Property Tax Law the Notice of Completion of Tentative Assessment Roll must be displayed on the bulletin board at the Town Hall and published in the town’s official paper. I have provided a copy of this notice to the Town Clerk to post on your bulletin board and post in your official paper. This notice must be published in your official paper in mid-April. * The Assessing Office has corresponded with several property owners about their assessments, tax bills, and exemptions. * There were two property transfers in February. You can find more information about these sales here
https://www. cattco.gov/real-property-and-gis/sales

Town Clerk Denise M. Trumpore:
Total transactions for March: 72
Total Collected: $ 877.00
Towns Portion: $ 466.40
* I ask for a resolution to approve the minutes from March 12th. 

RESOLUTION # 23 Audit of Claims
On a motion of Councilman Girome
Seconded by Councilman Howard
The following was 
ADOPTED 	AYES – 4 Girome, Howard, Tomaszewski, Walgus
NAYS – 0
It is RESOLVED that the bills contained on Abstracts #4 for General and Highway have been reviewed by the Town Board and are authorized for payment in the following amounts: 
Abstract 4 – General Vouchers # 56 to #74   = $13,553.19 
Abstract 4 – Highway Vouchers # 16 to # 21= $   3,463.42

RESOLUTION #24 Approval of Minutes
On a motion of Councilman Howard
Seconded by Councilman Tomaszewski
ADOPTED AYES – 4 Howard, Tomaszewski, Girome, Walgus
                    NAYS - 0
It is RESOLVED to approve the minutes from March 12, 2026.  


RESOLUTION # 25 Financial Reports
On a motion of Councilman Girome
Seconded by Councilman Tomaszewski
ADOPTED AYES – 4 Girome, Tomaszewski, Howard, Walgus
                      NAYS - 0
It is RESOLVED to accept the financial reports for March.  

RESOLUTION #26 Supervisor’s Reports
On a motion of Councilman Howard
Seconded by Councilman Girome
ADOPTED AYES – 4 Howard, Girome, Tomaszewski, Walgus
                    NAYS –0
It is RESOLVED to accept the Supervisor’s Report for March
ending Balances as of March 31, 2026, as follows:
General Fund Checking - $18,864.74
General Fund Savings - $ 634,875.14
Highway Fund Checking - $ 31,318.96
Highway Fund Savings - $ 371,968.64
Trust & Agency Payroll - $ 12,112.47
Highway Reserve Fund - $ 70,002.28
[bookmark: _Hlk203473202]Building Reserve Fund - $ 39,706.36

RESOLUTION #27     State of Emergency
WHEREAS, the Town of Persia on Tuesday, March 31, 2026, was hit with severe storm subject to high wind and golf ball size hail resulting devastating damage to many cars, broken windows and other large scale property damage exceeding one million dollars to the Town Hall possibly, and
WHEREAS, the aforementioned damage has caused untold financial hardship and insurance claims filed by the citizens of the Town of Persia, and
WHEREAS, The Persia Town Supervisor shall be authorized to declare a local state of emergency under Article 2-B, Section 2A of the NYS Executive Law, and
WHEREAS, said local state of emergency hereby authorizes the issuance of emergency orders, such as curfew or travel bans, to protect the public, and
WHEREAS, said local state of emergency shall last 30 days or until rescinded, whichever is sooner, though it can be renewed, and
WHEREAS, said declaration shall be filed with the Town Clerk, publicized to the public/media, and
WHEREAS, said declaration must be filed with the NYS Department of State and State Office of Emergency Management, and
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board authorizes the Persia Town Supervisor to declare a local state of emergency for the Town of Persia for 30 days from the date of this resolution.
On a motion of Councilman Girome
Seconded by Councilman Tomaszewski
ADOPTED AYES- 4 Girome, Tomaszewski, Howard, Walgus
                    NAYS – 0

[bookmark: _Hlk529435298][bookmark: _Hlk76637160][bookmark: _Hlk87017217]RESOLUTION #28 Workshop
On a motion of Councilman Howard
Seconded by Councilman Girome
ADOPTED AYES –4 Howard, Girome, Tomaszewski, Walgus
                     NAYS –0
It is RESOLVED to have a workshop on May 14th at 6pm to discuss the insurance progress on the town hall hail damage.

Hearing no objection, Supervisor Walgus closed the meeting in remembrance of town resident Karen Pappas Szczygielski   at 7:20 pm. 

respectfully submitted,
Denise M. Trumpore
Town Clerk



