

Town of Persia Board Meeting

August 13, 2026
8 West Main Street, Gowanda, New York 14070

Minutes
Town of Persia Board Meeting
8 West Main Street, Gowanda, NY  14070
August 13, 2026
 Workshop 6: 30 pm to discuss the insurance progress
on the Town Hall hailstorm damage
Supervisor John Walgus called the meeting to order with a pledge of Allegiance at 7:00pm


Roll Call:					
Supervisor: John T. Walgus: present
Councilman: Theresa A. Girome: present
Councilman: Gloria J. Tomaszewski: present
Councilman Robert O. Dingman: present
Councilman: Seth H. Howard: absent

Others present:
            Highway Supervisor: Daniel H. Ackley
Town Clerk: Denise M. Trumpore
Linda Dingman
Don Girome
Jack Broyles

[bookmark: _Hlk208217195]Supervisor John T. Walgus: * I ask for a resolution to accept the financial statement from June.  * I ask for a resolution to accept the Supervisors report. * It has been a busy month for me, meeting continuously with different companies to access in more detail the damage caused to the Town Hall after the March 31st hailstorm. Our construction manager Bill Mahoney has brought in experts to determine the extent of the damage to the building and to formulate a plan for reconstructing, correcting and mending the town hall after the storm. The insurance funds we received are not sufficient to address all of the damage. The construction manager is preparing a storm-damage plan and will resubmit the information to our underwriter. He has brought in architects and window, ceiling , and flooring experts and electricians to help solve some of the issues. The good news is that Wendel Engineers found no asbestos in the second -floor ceiling or floor tiles. These materials were installed before asbestos was commonly used in these products in the late 1940’s. Our building was built in 1914. This means we will have to push the roof project back until next year. * Nova Glass has completed our entrance doors and rekeyed the front entrance door, we will now keep track of who has a key. * I have asked our financial team for the 2027 budget paperwork, but as of this meeting, I have not received it. That means we will have to have a budget workshop next month. * DFT will be updating their wireless service antenna on top of the town hall, and I negotiated with them for free internet service for a ten-year period for the town, with an escalator clause if the cost increases. * I asked Verizon to check on their antenna on top of the town hall to check for damage and check the plugged roof drain at the front of the antenna. They sent a bucket truck crew out to check and found the roof drain plugged with moss. They took the drain apart and reworked the stone base back together, and now it is draining water off the roof like it should. * A big “Thank You” goes out to all the people who helped build the float for the 250-anniversary parade, we won second place!! They are Tammy Grimmer, Christa Mitchell, Paul Grimmer, Valerie Thomas, Don Girome, Peggy Mueller and Theresa Girome. * Our phone system was down for 3 days due to a bad module, Dale Wymer “the Phone Guy”, found us a used module and installed it at no cost, thank you Dale! * We have some budget transfers that will need a resolution. * Birthday wishes go out this month to Deputy Supervisor Dingman who celebrated on the 9th. 
 
Highway Superintendent Daniel H. Ackley: * Read highway bills. * I would also like to comment on how great the float looked at the parade. * We got the sander in, and it has been wired into the pickup. * We will be oil and stoning tomorrow on Maple Hill Road. 

Councilman Robert O. Dingman: * It has been found out that there will not be a round about to take place at the intersection of Water St., Route 62 and Route 39.  

Councilman Gloria J. Tomaszewski:  * Read the Assessor’s report. * Read the General bills. * I attended the Healthy Community Alliance board meeting on July 22nd. There are 33 applications on the HUD wait list, 18 applications on the tax credit wait list and 1 applicant on the 2 bedroom wait list. * They had minor damage from the hailstorm and made the repairs without getting their insurance involved. 

Councilman Theresa A. Girome: * On August 11th, I attended the Gowanda Village Borad meeting. The next board meeting will be on September 8th at 6pm at the Village Hall. 

Councilman Seth Howard: * absent 

Assessor Liz Lerow: * by email * The 2026 roll year has been finalized as of July 1st. * There were no SCAR petitions filed this year in the town of Persia. Article 7/Tax Criteria Lawsuits – these are lawsuits typically brought on by large commercial or industrial property owners. We get perhaps a dozen per year across the county. In years past, this burden would have been solely put onto the town’s shoulders to pay for the defense. Since you contract with the county, we help defend these values with no extra cost being paid by you. With that being said, you can still have your town attorney involved if you wish. We will also reach out to the school to see if they wish to get their attorney involved as well. In all cases we will defend the value or come up with a settlement. We are happy to report that we have never offered refunds in any settlement. That is an undue burden for the municipalities and one that we strive to not have happen. This year you have no cases. * The Assessing Office has corresponded with several property owners about their assessments, tax bills, and exemptions. * There were 6 property transfers in June, you can find more information about these sales here https://www.cattco.org/real-property-andgis/sales 

Town Clerk Denise M. Trumpore:
Total transactions for July: 61
Total Collected: $ 850.00
Towns Portion: $ 392.34
* I ask for a resolution to approve the minutes from July 9th. 

RESOLUTION # 51 Audit of Claims
On a motion of Councilman Dingman
Seconded by Councilman Girome
The following was 
ADOPTED 	AYES – 4 Dingman, Girome, Tomaszewski, Walgus
NAYS – 0
It is RESOLVED that the bills contained on Abstracts #8 for General and Highway have been reviewed by the Town Board and are authorized for payment in the following amounts: 
Abstract 8 – General Vouchers # 133 to #146   = $3,533.30
Abstract 8– Highway Vouchers # 43 to 46          = $11,236.10

RESOLUTION #52 Approval of Minutes
On a motion of Councilman Tomaszewski 
Seconded by Councilman Dingman
ADOPTED AYES – 4 Tomaszewski, Dingman, Girome, Walgus
                    NAYS - 0
It is RESOLVED to approve the minutes from July 9, 2026.  

RESOLUTION # 53 Financial Reports
On a motion of Councilman Girome
Seconded by Councilman Tomaszewski
ADOPTED AYES – 4 Girome, Tomaszewski, Dingman, Walgus
                      NAYS - 0
It is RESOLVED to accept the financial reports for July.  

RESOLUTION #54 Supervisor’s Reports
On a motion of Councilman Girome
Seconded by Councilman Dingman
ADOPTED AYES – 4 Girome, Dingman, Tomaszewski, Walgus
                    NAYS –0
It is RESOLVED to accept the Supervisor’s Report for July
ending Balances as of July 31, 2026, as follows:
General Fund Checking - $ 18,818.60
General Fund Savings - $ 576,208.35
Highway Fund Checking - $ 31,331.26
Highway Fund Savings - $ 339,898.57
Trust & Agency Payroll - $ 4,001.40
Highway Reserve Fund - $ 70,037.34
[bookmark: _Hlk203473202]Building Reserve Fund - $ 39,879.17
Water/Sewer District Checking - $3,694.21

RESOLUTION #55 Budget Transfers    
On a motion of Councilman Tomaszewski
Seconded by Councilman Girome
ADOPTED AYES- 4 Tomaszewski, Girome, Dingman, Walgus
                     NAYS – 0
It is RESOLVED to transfer $5.00 from A1990.4 – Contingent, $30.00 from A9040.8 – Employee Benefits- Workers Comp, $157.00 from A1910.4 – Unallocated Ins, which adds up to $200.00 To A1220.4 – Supervisor – Contractual. *Increase the General Fund Wide 2026 expenditure budget by $33,425 due to the insurance reimbursement for town hall hail damage funds available. This will increase accounts A2680 – Insurance Recoveries and A1620.4 – Building – Contractual. * Increase the Highway Fund Outside Village 2026 expenditure budget by $21,152 due to additional CHIPS funds available. This will increase accounts DB3501 – C.H.I.P.S. Safer Road Program and DB5112.2 – Improvements – Capital Outlay.  






[bookmark: _Hlk529435298][bookmark: _Hlk76637160][bookmark: _Hlk87017217]RESOLUTION #56 Workshop
On a motion of Councilman Dingman
Seconded by Councilman Tomaszewski
ADOPTED                     AYES – 4 Dingman, Tomaszewski, Girome, Walgus
[bookmark: _Hlk193102428]                                        NAYS –0
It is RESOLVED to have a budget workshop on September 10th at 6pm. 

Hearing no objection, Supervisor Walgus closed the meeting in remembrance of town residents Charles (Dan) Povhe and Robert W.A. Bajak.  at 7:25 pm. 

respectfully submitted,


Denise M. Trumpore
Town Clerk


