
Town of New Albion
7151 Route 353
Cattaraugus, NY 14719
 Regular Board Meeting 
January 19, 2026, 7:00 p.m.

PRESIDING: Patrick Murphy, Supervisor

[bookmark: _Hlk6313339]PRESENT: Councilmen: Cynthia Eaton; Michael Weishan; Norman Kazmark; Frank Watson, Code Enforcer; and Sherry Rupp, Town Clerk.

ABSENT:    Daniel Goss; George Borrowdale, Highway Superintendent.

VISITORS:  Doug Johnson, wanted to Thank the Town for its annual contribution to Liberty Park Cemetery.

CALL TO ORDER: Supervisor Murphy called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Followed by the Pledge to the American Flag. Regular Minutes for December 15, 2025, and Organizational Minutes for January 5, 2026. Town Clerk Monthly Report, and the Register’s Report were all approved as presented by the Clerk. 

CORRESPONDENCE:

· [bookmark: _Hlk533073274]Cattaraugus County – Statement of Payments
· Southern Tier West Regional Quarterly Newsletter

REPORTS: 

Code Enforcer: Frank Watson, Yearly Report 2025/ Building Permits – 20, Demolition Permits – 3, Pool Permits – 0, Wood Stove/Chimney/Solar Power Permits – 0, Special Use Permits – 2, Variances – 3. Permit Totals = 28. Certificate of Occupancy – 1, Stop Work Orders – 0, Appearance Tickets – 0, New Houses – 1.
Accomplishments: Continued to implement Town of New Albion Zoning. Established code enforcement presence with various citizens via violation/request letters and personal visits. Completed 24hrs of required code enforcement training. Goals 2025: Enforce Town of New Albion Zoning Law for special use permits and variances. Increase code enforcement towards poorly maintained/unsafe properties. Increase code enforcement towards junk and disrepair automobiles. Accomplish code enforcement for Telecommunications Tower at New Albion/ Sweeny Hill Road/Tug Hill Road Areas. I have enjoyed my 14th year with the Town of New Albion. A am hoping for a more productive year in code enforcement for this town in 2026. As Zoning Law is enforced, I am hoping to get the easier, less hostile, cases through the zoning process first. We will take the more difficult cases as they increase in size and non-compliance. I am also hoping that all governing boards and members are able to cooperate and move forward with the town Zoning Law improvements and enforcement.

Highway Dept.: George Borrowdale, NONE

Treasurer: Eugene Doucette, Expenditure, Assets & Liabilities, and Revenue Reports.

Assessor: Elizabeth Lerow, the December report is as follows:

· Renewal applications for Agricultural Assessment and Senior Citizen Exemption are being submitted and processed. So far, 58% of Agricultural Assessment and 5% of Senior Citizen renewal applications have been returned.
· These applications are due March 1, 2026. Applicants are encouraged to contact the Assessor’s Office 
Monday – Friday, 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM with any questions. 
Our extended town hall hours for exemption season continue through February and can also be found online at: https://maps.cattco.org/taxes/assessors.php
· The Assessing Office has corresponded with several property owners about their assessments, tax bills, and exemptions.
· You may have heard about a new Veterans with 100% disability exemption. This bill was passed in December by Albany. It’s an opt-in exemption, meaning that all taxing entities have the option to allow it. If a taxing jurisdiction does not adopt it, the exemption does not apply within that jurisdiction. This is a very poorly written law that is causing much confusion. There are a number of restrictions that have to be met. One of them is that they must qualify for the VA’s specially adapted housing grant. When we asked the county’s Veteran Services Director about it, he stated that in 14 years he has only known two vets that qualified for it and they both no longer in our area.
· There were 7 property transfers in November. You can find more information about these sales here:
https://www.cattco.org/real-property-and-gis/sales 

Board:
Councilman Patrick Murphy – None
Councilman Norman Kazmark – discussed the work that he and his hired hands did for Snyder Hill Cemetery. 
Councilman Daniel Goss – None
Councilman Cynthia Eaton – None
Councilman Michael Weishan –None

CLERKS REPORT:
Clerk Report: December 2025, Amount Collected $ 275.00
Animal Population Control: Check # 2830 - $ 23.00.
Cattaraugus County: Check # 2831 - $9.40
State Health Dept. For Marriage Licenses: Check# 2832 - $22.50
Town of New Albion: Check # 2833 - $220.10
Amount Paid Out $ 275.00

· As of 1/19/2026, $456,864.86 was collected in taxes. I was able to deposit Tax Levy funds into the following accounts: General B - $7,900.00, HDA - $188,081.00, HDB - $153,452.50.
· Cattaraugus County sent the Town a statement of payments made to the Town by the County for Fiscal year 2025.

Resolution # 11- 2026 – Board Audit of Court and Town Clerk Books 
On a motion by Councilman Kazmark, seconded by Councilman Weishan, the following resolution was

[bookmark: _Hlk124921376]	ADOPTED    Aye    4     Weishan, Eaton, Kazmark, and Murphy
                                    Nay    0
[bookmark: _Hlk190245940]RESOLVED, the Town Board has completed the Audit and approved the 2025 books for both the Town Clerk and the Town Court of New Albion as of January 19, 2026.

[bookmark: _Hlk190246642]Resolution # 12- 2026 – Create Line Item in General A
On a motion by Councilman Eaton, seconded by Councilman Kazmark, the following resolution was

	ADOPTED    Aye    4     Weishan, Eaton, Kazmark, and Murphy
                                    Nay    0

RESOLVED, approved to create line item in General A under Employee Benefits, listed as Unemployment Insurance #9050.8.
Resolution # 13- 2026 – Transfer funds
On a motion by Councilman Weishan, seconded by Councilman Eaton, the following resolution was

	ADOPTED    Aye    4     Weishan, Eaton, Kazmark, and Murphy
                                    Nay    0

RESOLVED, approved to transfer $38.13 from Contingent Account in General A #1990.4 to Unemployment Insurance #9050.8 in General A.

Resolution # 14- 2026 – Transfer funds
On a motion by Councilman Weishan, seconded by Councilman Eaton, the following resolution was

	ADOPTED    Aye    4     Weishan, Eaton, Kazmark, and Murphy
                                    Nay    0

RESOLVED, approved to transfer funds from General A Savings to Checking in the amount of $30,000.


[bookmark: _Hlk190422759]Resolution # 15- 2026 – Transfer funds
On a motion by Councilman Weishan, seconded by Councilman Kazmark, the following resolution was

	ADOPTED    Aye    4     Weishan, Eaton, Kazmark, and Murphy
                                    Nay    0

RESOLVED, approved transfer funds from General B Checking to Savings in the amount of $4,000.


Resolution # 16- 2026 – Transfer funds
On a motion by Councilman Eaton, seconded by Councilman Weishan, the following resolution was

	ADOPTED    Aye    4     Weishan, Eaton, Kazmark, and Murphy
                                    Nay    0

RESOLVED, approved to transfer funds from HDA Checking to Savings in the amount of $200,000.

[bookmark: _Hlk219803771][bookmark: _Hlk219803797]Resolution # 17- 2026 – Transfer funds
On a motion by Councilman Kazmark, seconded by Councilman Weishan, the following resolution was

	ADOPTED    Aye    4     Weishan, Eaton, Kazmark, and Murphy
                                    Nay    0

RESOLVED, approved to transfer funds from HDB Checking to Savings in the amount of $150,000.

Resolution # 18- 2026 – Enter Executive Session
On a motion by Councilman Weishan, seconded by Councilman Eaton, the following resolution was

	ADOPTED    Aye    4     Weishan, Eaton, Kazmark, and Murphy
                                    Nay    0

RESOLVED, approved to enter Executive Session at 7:50pm.


Resolution # 19- 2026 – Exit Executive Session
On a motion by Councilman Weishan, seconded by Councilman Eaton, the following resolution was

	ADOPTED    Aye    4     Weishan, Eaton, Kazmark, and Murphy
                                    Nay    0

RESOLVED, approved to exit Executive Session at 8:10pm.

OLD BUSINESS:

· Hazard Mitigation Project 

NEW BUSINESS:

a) Abstract #1– January 19, 2026
b)  / Pay the Bills

APPROVAL OF ABSTRACT:

[bookmark: _Hlk6415435]Resolution # 20- 2026– Abstract # 1- 2026– January 19, 2026
On a motion by Councilman Weishan, seconded by Councilman Kazmark, the following resolution was

	ADOPTED    Aye    4      Weishan, Eaton, Kazmark, and Murphy
                                    Nay    0

RESOLVED, that Abstract # 1 -2026 in the following amounts is to be paid.   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
	ACCOUNT	VOUCHER #	TOTAL EXPENDITURES
	General A	13388-13415	$	27,985.33
            General B                                                     1085-1089                                              $        6,983.89
	Highway DA	9875-9885	 $	210,370.23   
	Highway DB	4052-4059	 $	    175,447.56
        
	
With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 8:27pm 
pm.

Respectfully submitted,


Sherry Rupp
Recording Secretary
Town of New Albion Town Council



Next Meeting:	                                     Regular Board Meeting                              February 16, 2026


