
Town of New Albion
7151 Route 353
Cattaraugus, NY 14719
 Regular Board Meeting 
July 20, 2026, 7:00 p.m.

PRESIDING:,  Michael Weishan, Deputy Supervisor

[bookmark: _Hlk6313339]PRESENT: Councilmen: Cynthia Eaton; Norman Kazmark; Daniel Goss; Frank Watson, Code Enforcer; Sherry Rupp, Town Clerk.

ABSENT:    Patrick Murphy, George Borrowdale, Highway Superintendent.

VISITORS: Michael Smith, Mike Bogardus

CALL TO ORDER: Deputy Supervisor Weishan called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Followed by the Pledge to the American Flag. Regular Minutes for June 15, 2026, and Minutes for Special Board Meeting June 29, 2026.Town Clerk Monthly Report, and the Register’s Report were all approved as presented by the Clerk. 

CORRESPONDENCE:

· [bookmark: _Hlk533073274]Complaint Letter
· Supervisor’s Invitation to Participate in the Cattaraugus County Comprehensive Emergency Medical Services Plan Kick-Off Meeting on July 21, 2026.
· Letter of support for the Cattaraugus County Comprehensive Plan Update.
· Complaint Letter.

REPORTS: 

Michael Smith: Finished ditching Snyder Hill for length of paving project. Graded Gooseneck. Tree cleanup from storm June 18th. Mowing roadsides single pass, 1 day chip sealing in Village. Fixed slide on 3rd bend on Skinner Hollow. Emergency culvert repair on Buelow Hill. Cut trees on right of way on Gowin Gulf. Repaired excavator thumb and transfer pump on fuel tank. Paved approx. 1 mile each on Gowin Gulf & Snyder Hill. Building up driveways & shoulders on Gulf.

Justice: Shannon Goode, Report

Code Enforcer: Frank Watson, Report – 2 permits – one generator and a demo. New house working on setback.

Highway Dept.: George Borrowdale, none.

Treasurer: Eugene Doucette, Expenditure, Assets & Liabilities, and Revenue Reports.

Assessor: Elizabeth Lerow, the June report is as follows:

· The 2026 roll year has been finalized as of July 1. These are the assessments that will be used for all 2026 taxes. Changes can no longer be made to the roll, and any complaints will need to go through the Cattaraugus County Department of Real Property Tax Services. A copy of the Final Roll is available here: https://www.cattco.org/real-property-and-gis/assessment-rolls.
· Grievance Day was June 4th; 18 properties were reviewed by the Board of Assessment Review.
· The Town Supervisor must sign the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) and also sign the Plan for Cyclical Reassessments (PCR), which is essentially an application for state aid. Return a copy of the Resolution, along with the signed MOU and PCR, to my office.  A copy of the MOU and PCR are attached, they are due to the state August 1st.
· The Assessing Office has corresponded with several property owners about their assessments, tax bills, and exemptions.
· There were 3 property transfers in May. You can find more information about these sales here:
https://www.cattco.org/real-property-and-gis/sales 

Board:
Councilman Patrick Murphy – Absent
Councilman Norman Kazmark – We need to take care of business from our last meeting, and we need an attorney who will address our needs. 
Councilman Daniel Goss – It is good to be back.
Councilman Cynthia Eaton – None
Councilman Michael Weishan – AZAR came down and did some work. Schedule is on track with FEMA. I haven’t heard back regarding the building yet. I emailed them on 7/8/2026 and I called and left a message today.
Resolution # 66 - 2026 - RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE CATTARAUGUS COUNTY REAL PROPERTY TAX SERVICES IN UPDATING THE 2027 ASSESSMENT ROLL
On a motion by Councilman Eaton, seconded by Councilman Kazmark, the following resolution was

	ADOPTED    Aye    4     Weishan, Kazmark, Goss, and Eaton
                                    Nay    0
WHEREAS, the New Albion Town Board supports the efforts of Cattaraugus County’s Real Property Tax Services in updating the 2027 assessment roll to full-market value, and
WHEREAS the Town feels that it is necessary to conduct a reassessment project of all properties to maintain a uniform standard of assessment for the Town; and
NOW, THEREFORE, it is hereby
RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of New Albion, New York, that the Town of New Albion hereby requests State assistance, specifically from the New York State Office of Real Property Tax Services, to do a reassessment project to maintain a uniform standard of assessment in accordance with Section 305 of the Real Property Tax Law.
Resolution # 67- 2026 – Transfer Funds  
On a motion by Councilman Kazmark, seconded by Councilman Goss, the following resolution was

[bookmark: _Hlk124921376]	ADOPTED    Aye    4     Weishan, Kazmark, Goss, and Eaton
                                    Nay    0
RESOLVED, approved transfer of $40,000 from General A Townwide Savings to Checking.


Resolution # 68- 2026 – Transfer Funds
On a motion by Councilman Eaton, seconded by Councilman Kazmark, the following resolution was

	ADOPTED    Aye    4     Weishan, Kazmark, Goss, and Eaton
                                    Nay    0
RESOLVED, approved transfer of $1,000 from General B Outside Village Savings to Checking.
Resolution # 69 - 2026 – Enter Executive Session
On a motion by Councilman Goss, seconded by Councilman Kazmark, the following resolution was

	ADOPTED    Aye    4     Weishan, Kazmark, Goss, and Eaton
                                    Nay    0
RESOLVED, approved to enter executive session at 7:23pm to discuss personnel matters.

Resolution # 70 - 2026 – Appointing Highway Department Safety Officer
On a motion by Councilman Eaton, seconded by Councilman Kazmark, the following resolution was

	ADOPTED    Aye    4     Weishan, Kazmark, Goss, and Eaton
                                    Nay    0

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of New Albion recognizes its responsibility to promote a safe and healthy workplace for all Town employees and to protect the public; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board finds it necessary to designate a Highway Department Safety Officer to oversee workplace safety and compliance with applicable laws, regulations, and Town policies;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Michael Smith is hereby appointed as the Highway Department Safety Officer for the Town of New Albion.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Safety Officer shall have the following responsibilities:

1. Conduct regular safety inspections of the Highway Department, equipment, facilities, and job sites.
2. Investigate workplace accidents, injuries, and safety concerns.
3. Recommend corrective actions to eliminate unsafe conditions.
4. Coordinate and maintain required safety training and records.
5. Monitor compliance with all applicable federal, state, and Town safety regulations and policies.
6. Observe, document, and report reasonable suspicion of alcohol or controlled substance impairment by any Highway Department employee or official while performing Town duties.
7. When authorized by the Town’s adopted Drug and Alcohol Testing Policy and applicable law, initiate or request reasonable-suspicion drug and alcohol testing through the Town’s designated testing provider.
8. Immediately notify the Town Board of any serious safety violations or circumstances that pose an immediate risk to employees or the public.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that nothing in this resolution shall be construed to supersede the requirements of applicable federal or state law, including Department of Transportation regulations where applicable, or the Town’s adopted personnel and drug and alcohol testing policies.

Resolution #71 - 2026 – Authorizing Submission of Information to the Cattaraugus County District Attorney Regarding Potential Proceedings Under New York Public Officers Law §36
On a motion by Councilman Kazmark, seconded by Councilman Eaton, the following resolution was

	ADOPTED    Aye    4     Weishan, Kazmark, Goss, and Eaton
                                    Nay    0

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of New Albion has received information and documentation concerning the conduct and performance of the elected Highway Superintendent; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board believes it is in the best interest of the Town and its residents to have the matter reviewed by the appropriate legal authority; and
WHEREAS, New York Public Officers Law §36 provides a legal process for the removal of certain town officers under appropriate circumstances;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorizes Deputy Supervisor Michael Weishan to submit relevant records and documentation to the Cattaraugus County District Attorney and other appropriate authorities for review and any action they deem appropriate under applicable law; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this authorization is intended solely to permit review by the appropriate authorities and shall not be construed as a finding by the Town Board that any violation of law has occurred.

Resolution # 72 - 2026 – Exit Executive Session
On a motion by Councilman Eaton, seconded by Councilman Kazmark, the following resolution was

	ADOPTED    Aye    4     Weishan, Kazmark, Goss, and Eaton
                                    Nay    0
RESOLVED, approved to exit executive session at 7:52pm. 

CLERKS REPORT:

Clerk Report: June 2026, Amount Collected $ 965.00
Animal Population Control: Check # 2854 - $ 55.00.
Cattaraugus County: Check #2853 - $37.60
Town of New Albion: Check # 2855 - $463.78
NYS DEC: EFT - $23.62
Impoundment Fees: Check # 2852 - $385.00
Amount Paid Out $ 965.00

The Mileage Reimbursement Rate Increased July 1st, 2026, to .76 cents a mile.

OLD BUSINESS:

· Hazard Mitigation Project 

NEW BUSINESS:

a) Abstract #7 – July 20, 2026
b)  Pay the Bills

APPROVAL OF ABSTRACT:

[bookmark: _Hlk6415435]Resolution # 73- 2026– Abstract # 7 – 2026 – July 20, 2026
On a motion by Councilman Eaton, seconded by Councilman Goss, the following resolution was

	ADOPTED    Aye    4      Weishan, Kazmark, Goss, and Eaton
                                    Nay    0
RESOLVED, that Abstract # 7 -2026 in the following amounts is to be paid.   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
	ACCOUNT	VOUCHER #	TOTAL EXPENDITURES
	General A	13530-13546	$	36,450.13
            General B                                                     1108-1110                                              $        2,058.88
	Highway DA	9934-9940	 $	2,731.99   
	Highway DB	4109-4116	 $	    29,468.36	
With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm.

Respectfully submitted,


Sherry Rupp, RMC
Recording Secretary
Town of New Albion Town Council



Next Meeting:	                                     Regular Board Meeting                              August 17, 2026


