
Town of New Albion
7151 Route 353
Cattaraugus, NY 14719
 Regular Board Meeting 
February 16, 2026, 7:00 p.m.

PRESIDING: Patrick Murphy, Supervisor

[bookmark: _Hlk6313339]PRESENT: Councilmen: Cynthia Eaton; Michael Weishan; Norman Kazmark; Frank Watson, Code Enforcer; Sherry Rupp, Town Clerk; George Borrowdale, Highway Superintendent.

ABSENT:    Daniel Goss.

VISITORS: Max and Ben Gross and Michael Smith.

CALL TO ORDER: Supervisor Murphy called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Followed by the Pledge to the American Flag. Regular Minutes for January 19, 2026.Town Clerk Monthly Report, and the Register’s Report were all approved as presented by the Clerk. 

CORRESPONDENCE:

· [bookmark: _Hlk533073274]Professional Service Agreement / Azar Design Co.
· Cattaraugus County – Statement of Payments
· Notice of Assessment Inventory & Valuation Data
· Update/Request/Waverly
· DR4180 PW552/DHSES
· Bank of Greene County

REPORTS: 

Visitor: Max Gross, I am submitting this formal complaint regarding ongoing issues with snow plowing and general road maintenance on Sweeney Hill Road. 
The following concerns have been repeatedly observed:
· The road is frequently not plowed in a timely manner when conditions require it.
· The Highway Superintendent has been observed turning around at the end of the road without checking road conditions.
· The plow operator drives off the roadway and too close to my fence, creating a safety hazard and property damage. (Photographs available.) (George Borrowdale took possession of the photos).
· The plow appears to be operated at excessive speed, throwing snow more than 20 feet and: 
· Damaging my fence
· Throwing snow onto vehicles in my driveway
· Leaving snow stuck to utility poles 12-15 feet high, despite the poles being over 20 feet from the roadway. (Photographs available). (George Borrowdale took possession of the photos)
· Truck drivers have driven over snowbanks and through my lawn, missing my driveway while using it as a turnaround. (Photographs available). (George Borrowdale took possession of the photos)

I have discussed these concerns multiple times with George, the Highway Superintendent, with no resolution. I have also contacted Pat Murphy, Town Supervisor, regarding these ongoing issues.
Additionally, many other neighbors are experiencing similar problems, including inadequate snow removal and a general lack of road maintenance, such as failure to mow road shoulders during the spring, summer, and fall.

I am requesting that these issues be formally addressed and corrective action taken to prevent further damage and safety concerns.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Max Gross asked who’s run it was and George replied that it was Nick Chupas run. George Borrowdale denied that it was the town’s fault. George went on to say that Nick had a dash cam installed in his truck. It is his own personal dash cam. Max went on to tell George to come look at the mailbox and how the road shoulder is broken down. George said that he would stop up to see. Patrick Murphy added let’s figure out what needs to be done. Max asked George why the snow from the plow is so far off the road and into his yard? The snow is thrown up to 10 to 12 feet up the telephone poles. Max said that he had called George and had never received a call back. Max went on to say that he had plowed the road a few times because neighbors couldn’t make it up the road. I do not want my fence to be wrecked.

Code Enforcer: Frank Watson, there are 3 permits out. The Fire Dept. should be notifying me when there is a fire so that I can be on scene within 24 hours. I’m just now hearing about a new fire on New Albion Road.

Highway Dept.: George Borrowdale, Flag is missing because the rope broke. Mike Smith built a roof over the new meter. The cutting edges have been replaced. I ordered strobe lights for trucks. Nick broke down last month and had no cell service. The truck had to be towed back to the shop and was repaired. I still have not received the tow-bill yet. I went to the Highway Superintendents meeting. The fuel meter on the dodge ram truck stopped working, the battery was replaced and now it is working fine. The Broom attachment is old and the parts are obsolete. I have some quotes, but it will cost $25,000 for a new one. I ordered the 3-year extended warranty for the loader which was up in January.
Patrick Murphy asked George what road he was planning on working on with the CHIPS money. George said he wasn’t sure, so Patrick said let’s come up with a plan. Patrick said that we need to start working on what piece of equipment needs to be replaced. Our last Bond payment is this year, and we will need to order a dump truck this year.

Treasurer: Eugene Doucette, Expenditure, Assets & Liabilities, and Revenue Reports.

Assessor: Elizabeth Lerow, the January report is as follows:

· Renewal applications for Agricultural Assessment and Senior Citizen Exemption are being submitted and processed. So far, 70% of Agricultural Assessment and 46% of Senior Citizen renewal applications have been returned. Reminder notices were mailed February 4th to Ag and Senior applicants that renewal applications have not yet been received. 
· These applications are due March 1, 2026. Applicants are encouraged to contact the Assessor’s Office 
· Monday – Friday, 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM with any questions. We will hold hours for exemption season in New Albion from 8:00-11:30 February 9th.
· Pursuant to Section 501 of NYS Real Property Tax Law, the Notice Concerning the Examination of Assessment Inventory and Data must be displayed on the bulletin board at the Town Hall and published in the town’s official paper. I have provided a copy of this notice for you to post on your bulletin board and send to your official paper. This notice must be published in your official paper once in each of the last two weeks in February.
· The Assessing Office has corresponded with several property owners about their assessments, tax bills, and exemptions.
· There were 8 property transfers in December. You can find more information about these sales here:
https://www.cattco.org/real-property-and-gis/sales 

Board:
Councilman Patrick Murphy – None
Councilman Norman Kazmark – None
Councilman Daniel Goss – None
Councilman Cynthia Eaton – None
Councilman Michael Weishan –discussed moving forward with the building design for the new town hall and had questions for Frank Watson on the building materials.

Resolution # 21- 2026 – New Town Hall Building Design 
On a motion by Councilman Weishan, seconded by Councilman Kazmark, the following resolution was

	ADOPTED    Aye    4     Weishan, Eaton, Kazmark, and Murphy
                                    Nay    0
RESOLVED, the Town Board is ready to move forward with the Azars building design for the new town hall.

CLERKS REPORT:
Clerk Report: January 2026, Amount Collected $ 710.00
Animal Population Control: Check # 2834 - $ 67.00.
Cattaraugus County: Check # 2835 - $18.80
Town of New Albion: Check # 2837 - $549.20 (Check# 2836 was Voided)
General B-Impoundment Fees: Check# 2838 - $75.00
Amount Paid Out $ 710.00

· Azar will come out and revisit the site as soon as the weather permits.
· The Town has received $69,517.21 from Cattaraugus County for the 4th Qtr. 2025 12/31/2025 Sales Tax Distribution.
· The Law Offices of Rizzo & Rizzo has requested additional documentation which the opposing council has requested.
· The registration for Federal Funding has been renewed. Received notification on 2/13/2026. The next renewal date is 2/5/2027.

Resolution # 22- 2026 – Transfer Funds 
On a motion by Councilman Kazmark, seconded by Councilman Eaton, the following resolution was

[bookmark: _Hlk124921376]	ADOPTED    Aye    4     Weishan, Eaton, Kazmark, and Murphy
                                    Nay    0
[bookmark: _Hlk190245940]RESOLVED, approved transfer of $20,000 from HWY DB to General A for the 4th Qtr. 2025 12/31/2025 Sales Tax Distribution.

Resolution # 23- 2026 – Transfer Funds 
On a motion by Councilman Eaton, seconded by Councilman Kazmark, the following resolution was

	ADOPTED    Aye    4     Weishan, Eaton, Kazmark, and Murphy
                                    Nay    0
RESOLVED, approved transfer of $5,000 from HWY DB to General B for the 4th Qtr. 2025 12/31/2025 Sales Tax Distribution.



[bookmark: _Hlk190246642]Resolution # 24- 2026 – Transfer Funds 
On a motion by Councilman Kazmark, seconded by Councilman Weishan, the following resolution was

	ADOPTED    Aye    4     Weishan, Eaton, Kazmark, and Murphy
                                    Nay    0
RESOLVED, approved transfer of $10,000 from HWY DB to HWY DA for the 4th Qtr. 2025 12/31/2025 Sales Tax Distribution.

Resolution # 25- 2026 – Employee Heath Insurance
On a motion by Councilman Eaton, seconded by Councilman Weishan, the following resolution was

	ADOPTED    Aye    4     Weishan, Eaton, Kazmark, and Murphy
                                    Nay    0

RESOLVED, approved to pay (Full-Time) Employee Michael Smith the Heath Insurance Premium in leu of taking the Health Insurance.

Resolution # 26- 2026 – Transfer funds
On a motion by Councilman Kazmark, seconded by Councilman Weishan, the following resolution was

	ADOPTED    Aye    4     Weishan, Eaton, Kazmark, and Murphy
                                    Nay    0

RESOLVED, approved to transfer $328.83 from 1410.4 to Trust & Agency for Deluxe Bus. Checks on 1/29/2026.

· The Heath Insurance is set to renew April 1, 2026.

Resolution # 27- 2026 – Heath Insurance Renewal
On a motion by Councilman Kazmark, seconded by Councilman Weishan, the following resolution was

	ADOPTED    Aye    4     Weishan, Eaton, Kazmark, and Murphy
                                    Nay    0

RESOLVED, approved to renew the Independent Heath Insurance which increased 15.42% and BCBS which increased 3%.

[bookmark: _Hlk190422759]Resolution # 28- 2026 – Transfer funds
On a motion by Councilman Weishan, seconded by Councilman Kazmark, the following resolution was

	ADOPTED    Aye    4     Weishan, Eaton, Kazmark, and Murphy
                                    Nay    0

RESOLVED, approved transfer of $10,000 from General A Savings to Checking.



[bookmark: _Hlk219803771][bookmark: _Hlk219803797]	





OLD BUSINESS:

· Hazard Mitigation Project 

NEW BUSINESS:

a) Abstract #2– February 16, 2026
b)  Pay the Bills

APPROVAL OF ABSTRACT:

[bookmark: _Hlk6415435]Resolution # 29- 2026– Abstract # 2- 2026– February 16, 2026
On a motion by Councilman Eaton, seconded by Councilman Weishan, the following resolution was

	ADOPTED    Aye    4      Weishan, Eaton, Kazmark, and Murphy
                                    Nay    0

RESOLVED, that Abstract # 2 -2026 in the following amounts is to be paid.   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
	ACCOUNT	VOUCHER #	TOTAL EXPENDITURES
	General A	13416-13437	$	17,265.42
            General B                                                     1090-1093                                              $        1,440.85
	Highway DA	9886-9896	 $	15,954.42   
	Highway DB	4060-4072	 $	    65,347.50
        
	
With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 8:05pm 
pm.

Respectfully submitted,


Sherry Rupp, RMC
Recording Secretary
Town of New Albion Town Council



Next Meeting:	                                     Regular Board Meeting                              March 16, 2026


