
Town of New Albion
7151 Route 353
Cattaraugus, NY 14719
 Regular Board Meeting 
April 20, 2026, 7:00 p.m.

PRESIDING: Patrick Murphy, Supervisor

[bookmark: _Hlk6313339]PRESENT: Councilmen: Cynthia Eaton; Michael Weishan Via Video; Frank Watson, Code Enforcer; Sherry Rupp, Town Clerk.

ABSENT:    Daniel Goss; Norman Kazmark; George Borrowdale, Highway Superintendent.

VISITORS: Michael Smith, Ken Webster, Anthony Nagel, John Rembold, Mary Rembold, Max Gross.

CALL TO ORDER: Supervisor Murphy called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Followed by the Pledge to the American Flag. Regular Minutes for March 16, 2026.Town Clerk Monthly Report, and the Register’s Report were all approved as presented by the Clerk. 

CORRESPONDENCE:

· [bookmark: _Hlk533073274]Lucky Day Homestead’s Post
· Complaint Form – Sweeney Hill Rd
· Complaint Form – Sweeney Hill Rd
· The Assembly State of New York Albany – Regarding Resolution #37-2026
· NYS Department of Public Service – Regarding Resolution #37-2026

VISITORS: Max Gross is here to listen.

John Rembold – my complaint involves the erosion of the pavement and the structure of the east side of the south side of the road of Sweeney Hill. The roadbed has been eroded badly causing the pavement to be washed away. This reduces the drivable width of the road. This can be a dangerous situation if two cars are in that area at the same time. Secondly, my complaint involves the drainage of the north side of Sweeney Hill Road. As of now the east side drains as it should. Water flows into a conservation ditch and out to the woods. However, on the west side of this road, all of the water flows under this road and into the yard of Tony Schabloski. This could be corrected in one of two ways: Water from Ray Pascarella’s flowing downhill could be diverted into an exiting conservation ditch flowing to the west. 2. Water could be diverted to flow under the road in an easterly direction and into a conservation ditch that has not been maintained and allowed to flow to the east and into the woods.

Patrick Murphy said that he will reach out to Soil & Conservation to see if they can do anything. 

Mary Rembold – It is Tuesday, March 17, 2026. It snowed heavily last night and this morning with windy conditions. When I left to drive to work this morning at 7:50 am, the road had not been plowed at all by the town. I live on a dead-end hill. The conditions were very dangerous. People that live on the hill all have to work in order to pay the town tax bill and we expect the roads to be plowed in a timely fashion. Not having the roads plowed could be very problematic if someone, especially on the far end, had a medical emergency and couldn’t get out or first responders couldn’t get in or out. This is not the first time that the roads haven’t been plowed when they should have been. Although not everyone calls or makes a formal complaint, I have spoken with other residents who have similar complaints/concerns. Please address this so it doesn’t happen yet again.

Mary Rembold has concerns regarding the maintenance of Sweeney Hill Road. When our road did not get plowed; Max Gross had to plow our road. Our road should be plowed. In addition, the sides of the road are breaking off. George is getting paid to do a job so he should be working! Patrick apologized.

Mary asked when the last time ditching was done on Sweeney Hill, they did not have an answer for her.

Mike Smith responded, saying that the ditches do need to be cleaned. Patrick Murphy said that he would take a ride up to see.

Mary Rembold asked if there is any accountability for George not working.

Anthony Nagel – talked of open communication between the Village of Cattaraugus and the Town of New Albion. The Village is reaching out with opportunities and would like to set up a meeting with Patrick in the next month or so.

Michael Smith – Shop work- plows are off, cold patching, the 550 is in the shop to fix the headlights. Ditching on Pepperdine. George said that we had to do ditching on Tug Hill, he wants to oil and stone. George also told the guys to keep track of their own hours, which is George’s job. We received quotes back from 4 different Truck Dealers, and from Valley Fab for the truck body.

REPORTS: 

Michael Smith: Highway Updates

Justice: Shannon Goode, Report

Code Enforcer: Frank Watson, Report

Highway Dept.: George Borrowdale, none.

Treasurer: Eugene Doucette, Expenditure, Assets & Liabilities, and Revenue Reports.

Assessor: Elizabeth Lerow, the March report is as follows:

· The 2026 exemption deadline was March 1st. Property owners who did not submit a renewal application were reminded either by phone or mail.
· Pursuant to §506 of NYS Real Property Tax Law, the Notice of Completion of Tentative Assessment Roll must be displayed on the bulletin board at the Town Hall and published in the town’s official paper. I have provided a copy of this notice for you to post on your bulletin board and send to your official paper. This notice must be published in your official paper once in mid-April.
· The Assessing Office has corresponded with several property owners about their assessments, tax bills, and exemptions.
· There were six property transfers in February. You can find more information about these sales here:
https://www.cattco.org/real-property-and-gis/sales 

Board:
Councilman Patrick Murphy – None
Councilman Norman Kazmark – None
Councilman Daniel Goss – None
Councilman Cynthia Eaton – None
Councilman Michael Weishan – None




Resolution # 39- 2026 – Richard L. Murphy Citizen of The Year Award 
On a motion by Councilman Weishan, seconded by Councilman Eaton, the following resolution was

	ADOPTED    Aye    3     Weishan, Eaton, and Murphy
                                    Nay    0
Resolved, approved to award the 2026 Richard L. Murphy Citizen of The Year Award to Anthony Nagel.

Resolution # 40- 2026 – Transfer Funds 
On a motion by Councilman Eaton, seconded by Councilman Weishan, the following resolution was

[bookmark: _Hlk124921376]	ADOPTED    Aye    3     Weishan, Eaton, and Murphy
                                    Nay    0
RESOLVED, approved transfer of $15,000 from Highway Outside Savings to Checking.

Resolution # 41- 2026 – Transfer Funds 
On a motion by Councilman Eaton, seconded by Councilman Weishan, the following resolution was

	ADOPTED    Aye    3     Weishan, Eaton, and Murphy
                                    Nay    0
RESOLVED, approved transfer of $20,000 from General Townwide Savings to Checking.

Resolution # 42- 2026 – Transfer Funds 
On a motion by Councilman Eaton, seconded by Councilman Weishan, the following resolution was

	ADOPTED    Aye    3     Weishan, Eaton, and Murphy
                                    Nay    0
RESOLVED, approved transfer of $737.00 from General A Contingent Account# 1990.4 to Assessors # 1355.4. There was an increase in assessing services.

Resolution # 43- 2026 – Increase Expenditures 
On a motion by Councilman Weishan, seconded by Councilman Eaton, the following resolution was

	ADOPTED    Aye    3     Weishan, Eaton, and Murphy
                                    Nay    0
RESOLVED, approved to increase expenditures for the Assessors # 1355.4 in the amount of $737.00.

CLERKS REPORT:

Clerk Report: March 2026, Amount Collected $ 655.00
Animal Population Control: Check # 2842 - $ 56.00.
Town of New Albion: Check # 2844 - $524.00
General B-Impoundment Fees: Check# 2843 - $75.00
Amount Paid Out $ 655.00

· Lucky Day Homestead Letter-speaks of NYS Leasing State Forest Land to Energy Companies, primarily to bypass Local Home Rule and Zoning. 
· Letter from the Assembly State of New York thanking the Town for Resolution# 37-2026 “Urging Immediate Review of Electric Delivery Charges Demanding Improved Cost Controls & Transparency and Authorizing Formal Complaints to the NYS Public Service Commission Regarding the Escalating Cost of Electricity.”
· Received a letter from NYS Dept. of Public Services which says that the Commission regulates utility service providers, but the delivery rate charged by utilities subject to Public Service Commission Jurisdiction are established through public proceedings called Rate Cases. The supply rates are set by the market and are not regulated by the Public Service Commission. There is no relationship between the delivery and supply rates other than being based on the same unit of measurement. Once a delivery rate is approved by the Public Service Commission, it cannot be altered. 
· The Quarterly for Waverly Street Bridge was submitted. The POP was approved and extended to March 4, 2027. It expired on March 4, 2026.
· The Assessors services will increase approximately 2% a year.
· [bookmark: _Hlk190245940]The Town will be receiving a Flag from the Cattaraugus County Tourism in commemoration of the America’s 250th Celebration this year.

Code Enforcer: Frank Watson, permits are light. There is one upgrade and one for a pole barn. There is a new Farm Stand / Gift Shop going in on New Albion Road. The Green’s received their letter to clean up the trailer. We have 2 Variances coming soon.

[bookmark: _Hlk190246642]Resolution # 44- 2026 – Enter Executive Session
On a motion by Councilman Weishan, seconded by Councilman Eaton, the following resolution was

	ADOPTED    Aye    3     Weishan, Eaton, and Murphy
                                    Nay    0
RESOLVED, approved to enter executive session 7:45pm.

Resolution # 45- 2026 – Exit Executive Session
On a motion by Councilman Weishan, seconded by Councilman Eaton, the following resolution was

	ADOPTED    Aye    3     Weishan, Eaton, and Murphy
                                    Nay    0
RESOLVED, approved to exit executive session 7:57pm.

OLD BUSINESS:

· Hazard Mitigation Project 

NEW BUSINESS:

a) Abstract #4 – April 20, 2026
b)  Pay the Bills

APPROVAL OF ABSTRACT:

[bookmark: _Hlk6415435]Resolution # 46- 2026– Abstract # 4 – 2026 – April 20, 2026
On a motion by Councilman Eaton, seconded by Councilman Weishan, the following resolution was

	ADOPTED    Aye    3      Weishan, Eaton, and Murphy
                                    Nay    0
RESOLVED, that Abstract # 4 -2026 in the following amounts is to be paid.   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
	ACCOUNT	VOUCHER #	TOTAL EXPENDITURES
	General A	13462-13482	$	41,923.94
            General B                                                     1098-1101                                              $        1,913.23
	Highway DA	9909-9919	 $	15,694.18   
	Highway DB	4082-4090	 $	    15,500.23	
With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 7:59pm.

Respectfully submitted,


Sherry Rupp, RMC
Recording Secretary
Town of New Albion Town Council



Next Meeting:	                                     Regular Board Meeting                              May 18, 2026


