
Town of New Albion
7151 Route 353
Cattaraugus, NY 14719
 Regular Board Meeting 
August 17, 2026, 7:00 p.m.

PRESIDING: Patrick Murphy, Supervisor

[bookmark: _Hlk6313339]PRESENT: Councilmen: Michael Weishan; Cynthia Eaton; Norman Kazmark; Daniel Goss; Sherry Rupp, Town Clerk.

ABSENT:    Frank Watson, Code Enforcer; George Borrowdale, Highway Superintendent.

VISITORS: Ken Webster, Libby Patterson, Nick Chupa, Anthony Nagel, Mary Rembold, Michael Smith, Wayne Stein, Tom Mormile, Heather Harris, Kyle Harris.

CALL TO ORDER: Supervisor Murphy called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Followed by the Pledge to the American Flag. Regular Minutes for July 20, 2026, Town Clerk Monthly Report, and the Register’s Report were all approved as presented by the Clerk. 

CORRESPONDENCE:

· [bookmark: _Hlk533073274]7/20 – Foil Request from Mike Bogardus regarding Baker’s Property
· 7/20 – Complaint regarding Highway Superintendent
· 7/21 – Complaint regarding Highway Superintendent
· 8/3 – Exploring the Future of Nuclear Energy in New York
· 8/3 – Thank You, Card, from Jeff Rupp
· 8/6 – Town Liability Insurance Renewal
· 8/10 – Served Papers – Mike Bogardus vs Town of New Albion Zoning Board of Appeals
· 8/11 – Foil Request from Matthew Kehrer for Procurement Policy

REPORTS: 

Michael Smith: Millings on Snyder Hill driveways, Mowing, ordered winter sand, Equipment serviced, Skid paving and patching on Kickbush Hill and New Road, Took International 9-23 to Regional for repairs on faulty door linkage, air cleaner restriction and corroded air tanks, and Driveway culvert and ditching on Chautauqua Rd.

Justice: Shannon Goode, None

Code Enforcer: Frank Watson, None

Highway Dept.: George Borrowdale, None.

Treasurer: Eugene Doucette, Expenditure, Assets & Liabilities, and Revenue Reports.

Assessor: Elizabeth Lerow, the July report is as follows:

· The 2026 roll year has been finalized as of July 1. 
· There was no SCAR petitions filed this year in the town of New Albion.
· Article 7/Tax Criteria Lawsuits – these are lawsuits typically brought on by large commercial or industrial property owners. We get perhaps a dozen per year all across the county. In years past, this burden would have been solely put onto the town’s shoulders to pay for the defense. Since you contract with the county, we help defend these values with no extra cost being paid to you. With that being said, you can still have your town attorney involved if you wish. We will also reach out to the school to see if they wish to get their attorney involved as well. In all cases we will fight for everyone whether or not they choose to get involved. In all cases we will defend the value or come up with a settlement. We are happy to report that we have never offered refunds in any settlement case. That is an undue burden for the municipalities and one that we strive to not have happen. This year you have no cases.
· The Assessing Office has corresponded with several property owners about their assessments, tax bills, and exemptions.
· There were 13 property transfers in June. You can find more information about these sales here:
https://www.cattco.org/real-property-and-gis/sales 

Board:
Councilman Patrick Murphy – None
Councilman Norman Kazmark – None 
Councilman Daniel Goss – None.
Councilman Cynthia Eaton – None
Councilman Michael Weishan – Plans and Estimates should be here by the 1st of the month for Waverly.

Ken Webster – Asked why and how he lost his deputy position to Michael Smith. Pat said you didn’t. It was said that the Board made Michael Smith the Deputy because he was doing the payroll. Pat said that they will work something out.

Wayne Stein – asked if the paperwork from Mike Bogardus was sent to the lawyer. Pat said yes. Wayne said that the Town needs to take it to the county level and make Mike Bogardus clean up his property.

Heather Harris – asked what the status with Waverly is. Mick Weishan said that it was going to court. Mike went on to say that the Town has a FEMA Grant and that AZAR is doing a Preliminary Design for Waverly. Heather went on to say, “So the rumor that we lost the case is not true?” Mike said No, it’s not true. Heather would like to see if the Electric Co. could move the pole from their yard as they would like to build on their property. On Ellicott St. there is a hole that needs to be repaired and weeds that need to be cut.

Anthony Nagel – Make Jefferson St and Waverly Dead End Streets so they can report it to google so that the traffic could be redirected.

Mary Rembold – Does the Town have a noise ordinance? Pat said that we will look into that and will let her know.

Nick Chupa – Has anyone contacted George? Pat and Sherry said that they tried but he has not responded. Nick went on to say that the workload is on the three of them and when winter comes there is four plow routes and only three plow drivers which will make more work for them and will be hard to get to all the roads in a timely manner. George had a temper tantrum and threw signs from the Highway Garage outside. We refuse to pick them up for him. George has screwed shut his office door. Plus, George hung dirty shorts on the mirror of the truck and there were empty ice bags on the floor in front of his office.

Patrick Murphy – said that Facebook has been very active regarding George.






· Court Funds were deposited into wrong account.
Resolution # 74 - 2026 – Transfer Funds
On a motion by Councilman Eaton, seconded by Councilman Weishan, the following resolution was

	ADOPTED    Aye    5     Murphy, Weishan, Kazmark, Goss, and Eaton
                                    Nay    0
RESOLVED, approved to transfer $7.00 Description JC from Highway DB to General A – Justice 2610.
· Insurance Renewal.
Resolution # 75 - 2026 – Renew 2026-2027 General Liability Insurance.  
On a motion by Councilman Weishan, seconded by Councilman Kazmark, the following resolution was

[bookmark: _Hlk124921376]	ADOPTED    Aye    5     Murphy, Weishan, Kazmark, Goss, and Eaton
                                    Nay    0
RESOLVED, approved to Renew Insurance Policy for 2026-2027 with an Increase of approximately 12.3%.


Resolution # 76- 2026 – Transfer Funds
On a motion by Councilman Weishan, seconded by Councilman Eaton, the following resolution was

	ADOPTED    Aye    5     Murphy, Weishan, Kazmark, Goss, and Eaton
                                    Nay    0
RESOLVED, approved transfer $1,145.81 from Contingent Account General A - 1990.4 to Unallocated Insurance 1910.4. To account for the difference in the cost of Insurance.

· Agreed Upon Procedure.

Resolution # 77 - 2026 – Agreed-Upon Procedures
On a motion by Councilman Goss, seconded by Councilman Weishan, the following resolution was

	ADOPTED    Aye    5     Murphy, Weishan, Kazmark, Goss, and Eaton
                                    Nay    0
RESOLVED, approved the Agreed-Upon Procedures from Bridges, Horning & Co., PC.

Resolution # 78 - 2026 – Transfer Funds
On a motion by Councilman Eaton, seconded by Councilman Weishan, the following resolution was

	ADOPTED    Aye    5     Murphy, Weishan, Kazmark, Goss, and Eaton
                                    Nay    0
RESOLVED, approved to transfer $40,000.00 from General A Savings to Checking.

Resolution #79 - 2026 – Transfer Funds
On a motion by Councilman Goss, seconded by Councilman Kazmark, the following resolution was

	ADOPTED    Aye    5     Murphy, Weishan, Kazmark, Goss, and Eaton
                                    Nay    0
RESOLVED, approved to transfer $15,000.00 from Highway Outside Savings to Checking.

· Town received a deposit from Cattaraugus County in the amount of $66,342.89 on 8/3/2026 for the 2nd Qtr. 2026 Sales Tax Distribution.

Resolution #80 - 2026 – Public Hearing on Proposed Local Law No. 1-2026
On a motion by Councilman Weishan, seconded by Councilman Kazmark, the following resolution was

	ADOPTED    Aye    5     Murphy, Weishan, Kazmark, Goss, and Eaton
                                    Nay    0

WHEREAS the Town Board of the Town of New Albion deems it necessary, advisable, and in the best interests of the Town to enact Local Law No. 1-2026 (“Proposed Local Law 1-2026”), Entitled “A Local Law Amending Residency Requirements for Highway Superintendent of the Town of New Albion”;

WHEREAS, Proposed Local Law 1-2026 cannot be enacted until a Public Hearing thereon has been held by the Town Board of the Town of New Albion upon at least ten (10) days’ written notice to the public and to certain entities within or bordering the Town of New Albion.

RESOLVED that:
(1) A Public Hearing shall be held on Proposed Local Law 1-2026 by this Board on the 21st day of September 2026 at 6:30PM at the Town Hall, 7151 Route 353, Cattaraugus, NY 14719; 
and
(2) At least ten (10) days’ notice of such hearing shall be given by the Town by: (a) Posting it on the bulletin board of the Town; (b) Posting it on the Website of the Town; (c) Publishing it at least once in the Official Newspaper of the Town. Copies of Proposed Local Law 1-2026 shall be made available in the Town Clerk’s Office during normal office hours.

Resolution #81 - 2026 – Public Hearing on Proposed Local Law No, 2-2026
On a motion by Councilman Eaton, seconded by Councilman Kazmark, the following resolution was

	ADOPTED    Aye    5     Murphy, Weishan, Kazmark, Goss, and Eaton
                                    Nay    0

WHEREAS the Town Board of the Town of New Albion deems it necessary to enact Local Law No. 2-2026 (“Proposed Local Law 2-2026”), Entitled “Override the Property Tax Levy Limit for 2027”; As the Town Board begins preparation of the Town’s 2027 budget, the Board anticipates that it may be necessary to override the statutory property tax levy limit in order to provide sufficient funding for the Town’s essential governmental operations and anticipated expenditures for the 2027 fiscal year.

WHEREAS, Proposed Local Law 2-2026 cannot be enacted until a Public Hearing thereon has been held by the Town Board of the Town of New Albion upon at least ten (10) days’ written notice to the public and to certain entities within or bordering the Town of New Albion.

RESOLVED that:
(3) A Public Hearing shall be held on Proposed Local Law 2-2026 by this Board on the 21st day of September 2026 at 6:45PM at the Town Hall, 7151 Route 353, Cattaraugus, NY 14719; 
and
(4) At least ten (10) days’ notice of such hearing shall be given by the Town by: (a) Posting it on the bulletin board of the Town; (b) Posting it on the Website of the Town; (c) Publishing it at least once in the Official Newspaper of the Town. Copies of Proposed Local Law 2-2026 shall be made available in the Town Clerk’s Office during normal office hours.

· I reached out to Highway Superintendent George Borrowdale on 8/13/2026 in search of some Invoices including our electric bill. I informed George that it was the last day to turn in the vouchers. I received no response.

· Budget sheets should be turned in by September 4th.

· I will be on vacation on the following days: 8/21, 8/24, 8/25, 8/27, and 8/28. Deputy Clerk’s office hours will be Mon-Tue-Thurs:12pm – 4pm and Fridays – 9:30am – 1pm.

· The Affordable Care Act (ACA) requires that a Group Health Plan & Health Insurance Issuers offering Group Coverage do not impose a waiting period longer than 90 calendar days. Their records indicate that our Organization’s New Hire waiting period exceeds the 90-day limit by 1 day.

Resolution #82 - 2026 – New Employee Enrollment Update
On a motion by Councilman Weishan, seconded by Councilman Eaton, the following resolution was

	ADOPTED    Aye    5     Murphy, Weishan, Kazmark, Goss, and Eaton
                                    Nay    0
RESOLVED, approved to change the New Full-Time Employee eligibility for Health Insurance from 90 days to 89days. Becoming eligible on the 90th day. 


· The Electric company called regarding the telephone poles on Waverly St. They asked if the bridge project was completed and I replied no, it was going to court. A resident had called them asking them to remove the pole from their yard, but being the bridge is not completed the Electric Co. said that they were not going to move the pole.


CLERKS REPORT:

Clerk Report: July 2026, Amount Collected $ 530.00
Animal Population Control: Check # 2856 - $ 49.00.
Cattaraugus County: Check #2857 - $9.40
Town of New Albion: Check # 2859 - $372.98
NYS DEC: EFT - $23.62
Impoundment Fees: Check # 2858 - $75.00
Amount Paid Out $ 530.00


OLD BUSINESS:

· Hazard Mitigation Project 

NEW BUSINESS:

a) Abstract #8 – August 17, 2026
b)  Pay the Bills



APPROVAL OF ABSTRACT:

[bookmark: _Hlk6415435]Resolution # 83- 2026– Abstract # 8 – 2026 – August 17, 2026
On a motion by Councilman Weishan, seconded by Councilman Eaton, the following resolution was

	ADOPTED    Aye    5      Murphy, Weishan, Kazmark, Goss, and Eaton
                                    Nay    0
RESOLVED, that Abstract # 8 -2026 in the following amounts is to be paid.   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
	ACCOUNT	VOUCHER #	TOTAL EXPENDITURES
	General A	13547-13563	$	46,462.59
            General B                                                     1111-1112                                              $           907.38
	Highway DA	9941-9945	 $	2,923.78   
	Highway DB	4117-4123	 $	    22,826.67

	
With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm.

Respectfully submitted,


Sherry Rupp, RMC
Recording Secretary
Town of New Albion Town Council



Next Meeting:	                                     Regular Board Meeting                              September 21, 2026


