4, ousi its

There has been a moderate number of housing starts in Olean in
recent years which are driven by residents and non-residents within
the regional housing market. From 1970 to 1980 there was an
increase in 108 new units. This pattern has held the same for
housing starts in 1980 - 1950. The Town of Olean should continue
to encourage long term growth of its residential community.

The following data shows a preakdown of housing units for the
Town of Olean (frem the 1980 Census of Population):

Table No. 9
Urban 0
Rural 817
vYear Round Units 810
Occupied-Year Round 771
Vacant-Year Round 39
Seasonal/Migratory Units 7

Table No. 10

Structure Built Town
1980 = 1990 190
1979 to Mar 1980 <)
1975 - 1978 40
1870 = 1974 61
1960 - 1969 128
1950 - 1959 154
1940 = 1949 103
1939 or earlier 317
Unaccounted for i
Total 817

There are a total of 817 housing units in the town, of which
70% were built in 19539 or earlier. There are a total of 817
housing units classified as rural. Year round housing units total
810 with 771 occupied and 39 vacant. Most of the housing units are

concentrated around the city.
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E. COMMUNITY SERVICES AND INFRASTRUCTURE

1, Community Services

There is one church located within the bounds of the Town of
Qlean.

Although the town does not have a law enforcement department,
the area is policed by the New vork State Police Department and the
cattaraugus County sheriff Department.

The town is encompassed in three Fire Districts which are
protected respectively by the Westons Mills Fire District, Hinsdale
Fire District and the Town of Olean Fire District.






4, City of Qlean

The city of Olean constitutes a major asset to the Town of
olean is several respects. The Town of Olean identified as a
pedroom community is the "donut sround the hole" or city of Olean.
The geographical nature provides easy access for town residents for
employment, business, medical, educational, and qovernmental

services, churches, and recreational uses.

The city owns and maintains the water supply system and sells
the water to the town. Also, through inter-municipal agreement,
the town's sewer systems are coordinated through the city and
ultimately billed to the town residents.

The Town and City are constantly renewing efforts to solve
jssues that affect both municipalities. This includes sharing
equipment and manpower when necessary-

According to the city of Olean's 20 year plan "Olean 1S going
to continue to have a major role in providing personal services,
employment, and entertainment in the five-county area."






6. Constraints to Future Development

There are apparently no existing, significant constraints to
future development for the Town of Olean. Development would be
enhanced by the extension of the water and sewer systems. The
feasibility of this should be studied before additiconal, new
development comes about. Oonce the cost factors and legal and
engineering aspects are known, such as working with the city to
extend the utilities, the current residents could be polled and a
decision made to proceed with the extensions.

A constant constraint is preventing development from occurring
in the large flood plain created by the Allegheny River and Olean
Creek. Floods will continue naturally in this area into the
distant future. Because of this, instead of building channels,
dikes, levees, and rip-rap walls, it 1is more advisable to
discourage development from occurring in the first place. Where it
does occur, proper flood-proofing measures should be required.






(b) By continually updating these policies to reflect changing
values and conditions in the community, A five year interval is
recommended to enable the town to cope successfully with any
increasing change it is experiencing.

(c) By preparing eventually an official capital improvements
program which shall serve as the basis for annual capital
expenditures for the town, and as the basis Ffor gradual, phased
development of its available land. The capital improvements
program would rationalize the development review and environmental
protection process Dby creating a formal procedure for the Town
Board, the Planning Board, and the public. The purpose of such a
review procedure is to examine all proposals to develop and use the
land. Proponents of all such proposals shall be asked to take into
account the social, economic, and environmental interests of the
entire community and its people, including these policies and
related planning tools such as zoning and the phased development of
public utilities and services (e.g., water, sewer and storm
drainage systems, and street improvements) .

Proponents of development need to safeguard not only their own
interests, but also the vital economic, social and environmental
interests of the town and its citizens. This is the reason they
should be asked to give full consideration to the various interests
within the community, and to local, state and federal legislation
that has been enacted to protect the environmental and the public
health, safety, and general welfare. This type of thinking (i.e.,
planning process) protects everyone's future interests in the town
and sustains the environment within which all development projects
occur. To allow proponents of development to ignore the yvarious
interests and environmental factors is to risk destroying the
town's capacity and potential for new development. Such neglect in
the long run would raise the cost of development to unacceptable
levels for town residents and developers alike.








