                                                                                                                          
    (7/07/2026 –Regular Town Board Minutes)




Minutes of a Regular
Meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Ellicott
held at the Administration Building 
215 S. Work Street, Falconer, N.Y., on

July 7, 2026, at 5:30 P.M.

Present: Supervisor Bowman, Councilwoman Whitmore, Councilman Swan, Town Clerk Bellardo, Highway Superintendent Pickett, and Attorney Fiore-Lehman. Absent: Councilman Rensel and Councilman White.
Supervisor Bowman opened the meeting at 5:30 PM and led the Town Council in the Pledge of Allegiance.   Town Clerk Bellardo called the roll. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
MOTION by Councilman Swan, seconded by Councilwoman Whitmore, to accept the minutes of the June 2, 2026, Regular Meeting. 
Carried.                                 Ayes – 3                             Noes - 0                           Absent – 2
PUBLIC HEARING Charter Franchise Agreement
Supervisor Bowman opened the public hearing at 5:30 PM to discuss the Charter Franchise Agreement. With no public comments, Supervisor Bowman closed the public hearing at 5:31 PM. 
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR
Bob Whitney, 41 Hallock St., Jamestown, spoke regarding the property owned by Dan Hilldale on 693 Baker St. He is currently fixing up the property to sell.  He was told by Code Officer Shelters that once you take it down to the studs, it must follow NYS new construction laws.  He is asking for a grandfathered-in clause to finish the house. Supervisor Bowman will have our attorney look to see if there is a way around the NYS code regulations on this property.  
Danton Hilldale, 34 Royal Ave., Jamestown, is the owner of 693 Baker St., and would like to know what this means.  Attorney Fiore-Lehman told him she would talk to the State and see if there is anything that can be done so that he can finish the house to sell.
John Ford and Heather Nolan-Caskey from the Chautauqua Lake Association gave us an update on what they are doing. They are asking for support from all of the municipalities around the lake.  Heather is hoping to have 100% support by the Annual Meeting on July 25th. Supervisor Bowman thanked them for the continued transparency regarding their efforts on the lake. 
CORRESPONDENCE
Town Clerk Bellardo read the following items into the record:
· We received our first mortgage tax installment of $61,246.83

· Justice Gerace informed the Board that the per diem interpreter cost increased to $250

· The Village of Falconer invites us to the Time Capsule opening on July 25th
· The Village of Falconer would like us to submit an item for the next time capsule
Supervisor Bowman informed the Board that they are invited to the CLA annual meeting on July 25th at 10 am at the Yacht Club.
TOWN OFFICER REPORTS

Code Officer Shelters informed the Board that there were 7 people at ZBA this month.  He has 13 property maintenance issues. Fire inspections are at 15 for the year.  He is inspecting the Falconer Hotel weekly.  They are in compliance for the most part.  He and Kendra finished training on the new Code software. He would like to upgrade the storage on the new software to accommodate larger blueprints.  The upgrade is $500 and would not be paid until January. He has also been in communication with Chief Ingrao regarding either becoming a constable or going to the Academy so that he is able to carry on the job. The Academy runs from January to May, and the Town of Gerry is willing to pay ¼ of the tuition. He is willing to sign an agreement stating that he will remain the code officer for a minimum of five years after completing the Academy.
OLD BUSINESS
Charter Franchise Agreement
Supervisor Bowman stated that the agreement is for a renewal of an additional 15 years.
MOTION by Councilman Swan, seconded by Councilwoman Whitmore, to accept the Charter Franchise Agreement.
Carried.                                Ayes – 3                              Noes - 0                           Absent –2

Fluvanna Water and Sewer
Highway Superintendent Pickett stated they are still hoping to break ground in August. We are still getting easements returned. Our sewer grant came in very low, and we should be able to hook all the residents up at no cost to them.
Local Law #1-2026 Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS)
Supervisor Bowman would like to have a public hearing next month, but because of Electrovaya, do the less restrictive local law. Attorney Fiore-Lehman will send the Local Law to the Town Clerk. 
Highway Garage Roof
Highway Superintendent Pickett informed the Board he only received one bid from Jamestown Roofing for $62,780.00. He contacted several other companies.
MOTION by Councilwoman Whitmore, seconded by Councilman Swan, to accept the bid from Jamestown Roofing for $62,780.00.
Carried.                                Ayes – 3                              Noes - 0                           Absent –2

NEW BUSINESS

Resolution #10-2026 Designating CCHS Recipient of Voluntary Contributions
Town Clerk Bellardo advised the Board that this is a New York State requirement to now ask all dog owners when renewing their license if they would like to make a voluntary donation to our shelter of record.  Our shelter of record is the Chautauqua County Humane Society.
MOTION by Councilwoman Whitmore, seconded by Councilman Swam, to accept Resolution #10-2026, Designating CCHS the Recipient of Voluntary Contributions.
Carried.                                Ayes – 3                              Noes - 0                           Absent –2
Resolution #11-2026 Acceptance of Discovery Grant
Supervisor Bowman informed the Board that we have been receiving this grant for at least 3 years.  It comes from the County and benefits the Police Department. The total this year is $51,000.
MOTION by Councilman Swan, seconded by Councilwoman Whitmore, to accept Resolution #11-2026, Acceptance of Discovery Grant.
Carried.                                Ayes – 3                              Noes - 0                           Absent –2

Code Enforcement Compliance Ticket

Code Enforcement Officer explained that he would like to implement a violation ticket similar to what the City of Jamestown uses for common code violations.  The fines would be payable to the Code Office and not the court.  This should help with the number of violations that are currently in court.
MOTION by Councilwoman Whitmore, seconded by Councilman Swan, to implement a violation ticket for the Code Office.
Carried.                                Ayes – 3                              Noes - 0                           Absent –2

Chautauqua Lake Association Support

Supervisor Bowman would like to show the Town’s support for the Chautauqua Lake Association.  She believes that we have $2000 available to give them.
MOTION by Councilwoman Whitmore, seconded by Councilman Swan, to donate $2000 to the Chautauqua Lake Association.
Carried.                                Ayes – 3                              Noes - 0                           Absent –2

 Payment of Claims

MOTION by Councilwoman Whitmore, seconded by Councilman Swan, to pay Abstract #8-2026 for $274,660.08. 

Carried.                                Ayes – 3                              Noes - 0                           Absent –2
MOTION by Councilman Swan, seconded by Councilwoman Whitmore, to adjourn at 6:23 PM.
Carried.                                Ayes – 3                              Noes - 0                           Absent –2
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Amy M. Bellardo, Town Clerk
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