                                                                                                                          
    (1/06/2026 –Regular Town Board Minutes)




Minutes of a Regular
Meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Ellicott
held at the Administration Building 
215 S. Work Street, Falconer, N.Y., on

January 6, 2026, at 5:30 P.M.

Present: Supervisor Bowman, Councilman Rensel, Councilman White, Councilwoman Whitmore, Councilman Swan, Town Clerk Bellardo, Highway Superintendent Pickett, and Attorney Fiore-Lehman. 
Supervisor Bowman opened the meeting at 5:30 PM and led the Town Council in the Pledge of Allegiance.   Town Clerk Bellardo called the roll. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
MOTION by Councilwoman Whitmore, seconded by Councilman Swan, to accept the minutes of the December 2, 2025, Regular Meeting. 
Carried.                                 Ayes – 5                             Noes - 0                           Absent – 0
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

Gary Sinischo, 57 Dunham Ave., Celoron, wanted to address the Board regarding the bill that the Governor signed on December 19th, making 100% disabled veterans exempt from Town taxes and special district taxes.  Supervisor Bowman advised him that we will work on it with our attorney and assessor throughout the month.
CORRESPONDENCE

Town Clerk Bellardo reported that we received our second mortgage tax payment of $44,342.99. This represents a decrease of 9.75% from last year and a total decline of 16.13% for the year.
Supervisor Bowman received a letter from the Justices regarding the annual court audit.  Councilman White and Swan will set up a time to conduct the audit.
TOWN OFFICER REPORTS

Police Chief Ingrao informed the Board that he forwarded the information regarding the DSS situation in the hotels to Senator Borello and Assemblyman Molitor.  They have requested a meeting to discuss the emergency housing issues.  We received additional grant money from the County DA office.  
Highway Superintendent Pickett wanted to thank the highway guys.  They have had a total of five days off since Thanksgiving.  Total plowing for the year is 188 times around the town.  The average is 121.  They have been doing an incredible job, and it is appreciated.
Attorney Fiore-Lehman reported that the DEC litigation will have an oral argument on January 30th in Albany.  We did not file a claim, but in case we receive any questions, she wanted us to be aware.
Town Clerk Bellardo reported that tax bills were mailed today, and collection starts on the 8th.
Councilman Rensel wanted to thank the highway department for all their hard work this winter. There are 3 or 4 houses for sale in Ward 1 if they know of anyone.
Councilman Swan attended the year-end meeting for the Chautauqua County Chamber of Commerce and had a great time.
OLD BUSINESS
Fluvanna Water/Sewer
Highway Superintendent Pickett informed the Board that they are meeting this week to go over the final plans for the water and sewer project.
NEW BUSINESS

Resolution #1-2026 Purchase 4-ton Asphalt Dump Trailer
Highway Superintendent Pickett would like to replace the 2019 asphalt dump trailer with a 2026 one.  The price is $40,505.75, which will come out of equipment reserves.  He expects to receive the trailer in March and will sell the old one.
MOTION by Councilman Swan, seconded by Councilwoman Whitmore, to purchase a 2026 4-ton asphalt dump trailer.
Carried.                                Ayes – 5                              Noes - 0                           Absent –0
Agreement for the Expenditure of Highway Moneys
MOTION by Councilwoman Whitmore, seconded by Councilman Rensel, to accept the Agreement for the Expenditure of Highway Moneys as presented.
Carried.                                Ayes – 5                              Noes - 0                           Absent –0
Chautauqua Lake Alliance Board Member
Supervisor Bowman advised the Board that the Chautauqua Lake Alliance contacted her, and Highway Superintendent Pickett cannot be the representative on the board.  It must be a board member. She has agreed to be the representative.
Window Replacement 1st and 3rd Floors

Town Clerk Bellardo received the quote from Aces Up Construction for replacing the windows for the rest of the building.  This was a two to three-year project.  The 3rd floor will be $45,000; Court will be $10,800; and basement will be $24,200. The money is in building reserves for the project.  She would like to see at least the 3rd floor be done this year.

MOTION by Councilwoman Whitmore, seconded by Councilman White, to accept the quote from Aces Up Construction for the remainder of the windows in the building

Carried.                                Ayes – 5                              Noes - 0                           Absent –0

 Payment of Claims

MOTION by Councilwoman Whitmore, seconded by Councilman Swan, to pay Abstract #213-2025 for $192,185.15 and Abstract #1-2026 for $64,665.66. 

Carried.                                Ayes – 5                              Noes - 0                           Absent –0
MOTION by Councilwoman Whitmore, seconded by Councilman White, to adjourn at 5:52 PM.
Carried.                                Ayes – 5                              Noes - 0                           Absent –0
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Amy M. Bellardo, Town Clerk
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