                                                                                                                          
    (8/04/2026 –Regular Town Board Minutes)




Minutes of a Regular
Meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Ellicott
held at the Administration Building 
215 S. Work Street, Falconer, N.Y., on

August 4, 2026, at 5:30 P.M.

Present: Supervisor Bowman, Councilman Rensel, Councilman White, Councilman Swan, Town Clerk Bellardo, Highway Superintendent Pickett, and Attorney Fiore-Lehman. Absent: Councilwoman Whitmore.
Supervisor Bowman opened the meeting at 5:30 PM and led the Town Council in the Pledge of Allegiance.   Town Clerk Bellardo called the roll. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
MOTION by Councilman Swan, seconded by Councilman Rensel, to accept the minutes of the July 7, 2026, Regular Meeting. 
Carried.                                 Ayes – 4                             Noes - 0                           Absent – 1
PUBLIC HEARING Local Law #1-2026 Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS)
Supervisor Bowman opened the public hearing at 5:30 PM to discuss Local Law #1-2026 Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS). With no public comments, Supervisor Bowman closed the public hearing at 5:31 PM. 
PUBLIC HEARING Local Law #2-2026 Tax Cap Override
Supervisor Bowman opened the public hearing at 5:31 PM to discuss Local Law #2-2026 Tax Cap Override. With no public comments, Supervisor Bowman closed the public hearing at 5:32 PM. 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR
Bob Whitney, 41 Hallock St., Jamestown, spoke regarding the property owned by Dan Hilldale on 693 Baker St. He was wondering if our attorney found out any information regarding the property on Baker.  Attorney Fiore-Lehman has not found any exemptions to the New York State Building Code. She recommends contacting a real estate attorney or contacting New York State regarding any exemptions that can be given.  Code Officer Shelters and the Town Board are just enforcing NYS Law.   
Danton Hilldale, 34 Royal Ave., Jamestown, is the owner of 693 Baker St., and would like clarification on what he is allowed to do on the house. Code Officer Shelters told him that he can do some of the work as long as he gets the proper permits and he follows the New York State Building Code.  He should contact NYS to get clarification.
TOWN OFFICER REPORTS

Police Chief Ingrao informed the Board that they are busy.  He provided the Board with stats on the calls to the hotels.  There is another meeting with the County on the 12th.  They have been at the hotel the same amount this month as they have in the past five months.  National Night Out is tonight, and he has a few officers there and will be joining them after the meeting.
Code Officer Shelters informed the Board that there was 1 person at ZBA this month.  He has 19 property maintenance issues. Fire inspections are at 17 for the year.  He is inspecting the Falconer Hotel every Monday and has been called there one to two times a day for the past two weeks. DSS is putting office space in the building, so hopefully he will not be there as much.  DSS doesn’t seem to be abiding by the contract that is in place.  DSS has initiated a three-offence ticket system, but the hotel would like them to be removed after the first offense.  He would like this issue brought up next week at the meeting. The hotel staff is doing a wonderful job giving the residents information regarding jobs, apartments, volunteer opportunities, and giving them goals. The Board would like to commend them for all their efforts. The hotel has gotten a sign permit and will be changing the sign at the entrance, but will be painting the sign on the highway black. He has been going on homeless calls several times a week at local businesses.  He always tries to take an officer with him.  The Board would like him to start referring these cases to the police department, and they can call him if it ends up being a code issue.
Highway Superintendent Pickett advised the Board that his department has confirmed that the sewer plant by the airport has been demolished.  They have done Nova Chip, mowing, sweeping the roads, cleaned the ditches, and cut down three trees. They have assisted many towns with paving and shared services with several municipalities.
Town Clerk Bellardo told the Board that the dog census is ready to be mailed out within the next week or two.
Councilman Rensel would like everyone to stop by the Roasted Bean in the Fairmount Avenue Plaza.  There are still a few empty businesses in West Ellicott that he would like to see something go in there.  Houses on the west side have been selling.

OLD BUSINESS
Local Law #1-2026 Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS)
Supervisor Bowman stated that this is the small-scale version, which would allow small-scale battery storage without a variance. Councilman Rensel would like the larger one passed. Councilman White doesn’t want to hurt the business that is already operational.  Attorney Fiore-Lehman advised the Board that you would not be able to combine several small-scale systems without having a variance. 
MOTION by Councilman White, seconded by Councilman Swan, to adopt Local Law #1-2026 Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).
Carried.                                Ayes – 3                              Noes - 1 (Rensel)                    Absent –1
Local Law #2-2026 Tax Cap Override

Supervisor Bowman believes that we need to do this.  It doesn’t mean that we have to go over the tax cap, but we will not have time to do this if we decide that we need to do this in late October.
MOTION by Councilman Rensel, seconded by Councilman Swan, to adopt Local Law #2-2026 Tax Cap Override.
Carried.                                Ayes – 4                              Noes - 0                           Absent –1
Fluvanna Water and Sewer
Highway Superintendent Pickett stated we received a grant for Fluvanna Sewer.  We are not spending all of the funds.  One of the things that we can do is to hook up everyone at no cost to the residents and decommission the septic tanks.  Our engineers wrote up a change order and sent it to the State. The State said if we do that, we have to own the lines for the length of the loans.  The engineer wrote that there are no loans and we will own the lines for a period of one year and then turn them over to the property owners.  The State came back stating that the Town has to own the lines for the effective life, which is typically 30 years. The Engineer wrote an easement stating that the Town would own the lines for the required length of time, but after one year any issues will be billed to the resident. Attorney Fiore-Lehman is waiting to hear back from the State as to the legal authority that they have concerning this. We will not own the main lines; they will be turned over to South and Central Sewer, so she isn’t sure why we would be responsible for the individual lines.
NEW BUSINESS

Adopt Procurement Policy
Town Clerk Bellardo advised the Board that New York State increased the limits for purchases before having to go out for bids or get three quotes.
MOTION by Councilman Swan, seconded by Councilman Rensel, to adopt the Procurement Policy.
Carried.                                Ayes – 4                              Noes - 0                           Absent –1
Adopt Breach Policy
Town Clerk Bellardo told the Board that this is a new policy required by the State. This just lists the steps that need to be done if we have a data breach.
MOTION by Councilman Swan, seconded by Councilman White, to accept the Breach Policy. 
Carried.                                Ayes – 4                              Noes - 0                           Absent –1
Appoint Daniel Ingrao as Permanent Police Chief
Chief Ingrao passed his civil service exam and was number one. Congratulations!
MOTION by Councilman Swan, seconded by Councilman White, to appoint Daniel Ingrao as Permanent Police Chief.
Carried.                                Ayes – 4                              Noes - 0                           Absent –1
Resolution #12-2026 Lead Agency Designation – Fluvanna Sewer
Highway Superintendent Pickett informed the Board that we did two grants for Fluvanna Sewer and did a SEQR for both.  The State wanted just one for both areas.
MOTION by Councilman Rensel, seconded by Councilman White, to accept Resolution #12-2026 Lead Agency Designation – Fluvanna Sewer
Carried.                                Ayes – 4                              Noes - 0                           Absent –1
Amend Highway 284 Agreement
Highway Superintendent Pickett advised the Board that he added on some work they are doing.
MOTION by Councilman Rensel, seconded by Councilman Swan, to amend Highway 284 Agreement.
Carried.                                Ayes – 4                              Noes - 0                           Absent –1
Amend Highway Budget for CHIPS
Highway Superintendent Pickett received the actual CHIPS figures and would like to amend his budget lines for CHIPS.  This would be both for revenue and expense.  This will go from $256,500 to $312,131.85.
MOTION by Councilman Swan, seconded by Councilman White, to amend the Highway Budget for CHIPS.
Carried.                                Ayes – 4                              Noes - 0                           Absent –1
Set Budget Workshops
Budget workshops are set for September 8th, 9th, and 10th starting at 5:00 pm.
 Payment of Claims

MOTION by Councilman Swan, seconded by Councilman Rensel, to pay Abstract #9-2026 for $337,867.54. 

Carried.                                Ayes – 4                              Noes - 0                           Absent –1
MOTION by Councilman Swan, seconded by Councilman Rensel, to adjourn at 6:41 PM.
Carried.                                Ayes – 4                              Noes - 0                           Absent –1
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Amy M. Bellardo, Town Clerk
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