                                                                                                                          
    (10/61/2026 –Regular Town Board Minutes)




Minutes of a Regular
Meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Ellicott
held at the Administration Building 
215 S. Work Street, Falconer, N.Y., on

October 6, 2026, at 5:30 P.M.

Present: Supervisor Bowman, Councilman Rensel, Councilman Swan, Town Clerk Bellardo, Highway Superintendent Pickett, and Attorney Fiore-Lehman. Absent: Councilwoman Whitmore and Councilman White.
Supervisor Bowman opened the meeting at 5:30 PM and led the Town Council in the Pledge of Allegiance.   Deputy Town Clerk Calkins called the roll. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
MOTION by Councilman Rensel, seconded by Councilman Swan, to accept the minutes of the September 1, 2026, Regular Meeting. 
Carried.                                 Ayes – 3                             Noes - 0                           Absent – 2
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR
Kathy Yanus, 101 Longview Ave, Jamestown, asked if we have any more information on short-term rentals.  Supervisor Bowman informed her that the Town is looking into what other towns have done.  Attorney Fiore-Lehman has several examples of other towns, and we should have more information by next meeting.
TOWN OFFICER REPORTS

Police Chief Ingrao informed the Board that the hotel calls for service have slightly declined.  The Budget Inn will not be doing Code Blue this winter, which should help with calls for service.  We still have one full-time officer out on comp. He has reached out to the Academy and is hoping to get a few part-time officers.  
Highway Superintendent Pickett advised the Board that his department has paved North Green, trimmed trees, hauled gravel, cleaned ditches, and is working on the new property to prepare for the cold storage building.  They have also assisted several other municipalities. The garage roof replacement has started.
Attorney Fiore-Lehman has been working with an insurance agency regarding a claim that was based solely in the City of Jamestown.  She will write a letter denying the claim. 
Town Clerk Bellardo told the Board that the dog census is winding down.  We have licensed over 250 new dogs. 
Councilman Rensel talked to Councilman White about a request he received from a property owner who would like to acquire town-owned property.  There are water lines on the property, so Supervisor Bowman said we normally do not sell property with utilities on it.
Supervisor Bowman informed the Board that Sonny Shellhouse passed away.  The funeral will be held at 2 pm on Friday.  We are collecting donations and will have a police vehicle and dump truck in the procession.  She also stated that there are still problems with having DSS follow through with removing people from the hotel that need to be removed.  She would like to congratulate Carlberg Farms on their expansion.  
OLD BUSINESS
Fluvanna Water and Sewer
Highway Superintendent Pickett stated that work started and they are hoping to continue on Fluvanna until the snow falls.  They should be able to work on side streets throughout the winter.
NEW BUSINESS

Resolution #13-2026 Negative Declaration Fluvanna Sewer
Highway Superintendent Pickett explained that this is just another part of the SEQR for Fluvanna Sewer.
MOTION by Councilman Rensel, seconded by Councilman Swan, to accept Resolution #13-2026 Negative Declaration Fluvanna Sewer
Carried.                                Ayes – 3                              Noes - 0                           Absent –2
SEQR – Fluvanna Sewer
MOTION by Councilman Swan, seconded by Councilman Rensel, to allow Supervisor Bowman to sign the Fluvanna Avenue Sewer SEQR. 

Carried.                                Ayes – 3                              Noes - 0                           Absent –2
Presentation of Tentative Budget
Town Clerk Bellardo informed the Board that we are still over by around $200,000 from the tax cap amount.  This is mainly because of the fact that medical insurance increased over 10%, the new regulations regarding retirement, and utilities have also increased.  The departments have looked over their budgets and cut as much as possible.  The tax rate will increase about 4% from last year.
MOTION by Councilman Rensel, seconded by Supervisor Bowman, to accept the Tentative Budget with a deduction of $13,500 from the Code Department for the new software.  This amount will come out of Reserves.
Carried.                                Ayes – 3                              Noes - 0                           Absent –2
Set Public Hearing for Preliminary Budget
MOTION by Councilman Rensel, seconded by Councilman Swan, to set a public hearing for the Preliminary Budget on Monday, November 2nd at 5:30 pm.
Carried.                                Ayes – 3                              Noes - 0                           Absent –2

Halloween Hours
MOTION by Councilman Rensel, seconded by Councilman Swan, to set the Halloween hours in the Town of Ellicott for Saturday, October 31st from 5 pm to 7 pm.
Carried.                                Ayes – 3                              Noes - 0                           Absent –2

 Payment of Claims

MOTION by Councilman Swan, seconded by Supervisor Bowman, to pay Abstract #13-2026 for $232,204.69. 

Carried.                                Ayes – 3                              Noes - 0                           Absent –2
MOTION by Councilman Swan, seconded by Councilman Rensel, to adjourn at 6:23 PM.
Carried.                                Ayes – 3                              Noes - 0                           Absent –2
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Amy M. Bellardo, Town Clerk
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