                                                                                                                          
    (5/05/2026 –Regular Town Board Minutes)




Minutes of a Regular
Meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Ellicott
held at the Administration Building 
215 S. Work Street, Falconer, N.Y., on

May 5, 2026, at 5:30 P.M.

Present: Supervisor Bowman, Councilman Rensel, Councilman Swan, Town Clerk Bellardo, Highway Superintendent Pickett, Attorney Fiore-Lehman. Absent: Councilman White and Councilwoman Whitmore.
Supervisor Bowman opened the meeting at 5:30 PM and led the Town Council in the Pledge of Allegiance.   Town Clerk Bellardo called the roll. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
MOTION by Councilman Swan, seconded by Councilman Rensel, to accept the minutes of the April 7, 2026, Regular Meeting. 
Carried.                                 Ayes – 3                             Noes - 0                           Absent – 2
CORRESPONDENCE
Supervisor Bowman received information regarding the Grand Re-opening of the Fluvanna Library, which is on Thursday, May 14th, from 3 to 5 PM.

TOWN OFFICER REPORTS

Police Chief Ingrao informed the Board that his department is participating in the Kiwanis Bike Rodeo on Saturday at the Falconer Fire Hall.  The 6th-grade classes will be visiting the Town at the beginning of June to see how local government is run. 
Highway Superintendent Pickett informed the Board that since the last meeting, his department cleaned ½ mile of ditches, repaired 4 deteriorated catch basins, fixed a sinkhole on Bentley, repaired 12 washout areas, blacktop patching and prepping for 7.5 miles of road for chip seal, cut down 21 trees, and crack filled 9.1 miles of road.  They also worked with the County DPF and Soil and Water to do an emergency rebuild of the creekbank on Wilson Hollow Road. He purchased 7 loads of heavy overside stone.  They will assist with the installation of a historical dedication marker on Fairmount Avenue for Judge Robert Jackson.
Town Clerk Bellardo advised the Board that the window replacement is almost complete.  They still have 4 windows to do, which had to be reordered.
Councilman Rensel purchased the first cup of coffee from the Roasted Bean on Fairmount Avenue.  It is a very nice establishment.

Councilman Swan looked at the deteriorating roof at the Highway Garage.  It is in rough shape and needs to be replaced.  

OLD BUSINESS
Fluvanna Water/Sewer
Highway Superintendent Pickett informed the Board that bids will be opened on May 19th at 11 am.  We should start sending out easement requests.
Sewer 6 (Airport)
Highway Superintendent Pickett informed the Board that he has requested bids to remove the foundation of the old sewer building by the airport.  The bid opening is set for May 11th. 

Highway Garage Roof
Highway Superintendent Pickett contacted commercial roofers to obtain quotes.  The asbestos survey is being done tomorrow.  He has only heard back from one contractor so far. This is only for a 50’ by 50’ portion of the roof.
Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS)

Attorney Fiore-Lehman presented the Board with two options.  One is a prohibition of all Battery Storage Systems, and the other breaks it up by size. She recommends prohibiting all at this time.  We can always change it at a later time. New York State has not set any guidelines yet.
MOTION by Councilman Rensel, seconded by Councilman White, to set a Public Hearing for Local Law #1-2026 for Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).

Carried.                                Ayes – 3                              Noes - 0                           Absent –2

Court Audit

Councilman Swan, along with Councilman White, did the audit of the court. Justice Jarosynski and Clerk McNeill were present.  There was a lot of paperwork, and all the questions were answered. He personally feels that they are very organized and are doing a good job for the amount of work that they are doing.
MOTION by Councilman Rensel, seconded by Councilman White, to accept the 2025 Court Audit on April 22, 2026.
Carried.                                Ayes – 3                              Noes - 0                           Absent –2

NEW BUSINESS

Fixing of Driveways
According to Highway Law, the Town can fix driveways if directed by the Board, but would have to come out of the A Account.  It is not caused by plow damage but rather by aging driveways.

MOTION by Councilman Swan, seconded by Councilman Rensel, that the Town is not responsible for fixing driveways.
Carried.                                Ayes – 3                              Noes - 0                           Absent –2
Highway Material Bids

Highway Superintendent Pickett presented the Board with the results of the Highway Materials Bids.
MOTION by Councilman Swan, seconded by Councilman Rensel, to accept the Highway Material Bids as presented.
Carried.                                Ayes – 3                              Noes - 0                           Absent –2

Code Software Contract
MOTION by Councilman Rensel, seconded by Councilman Swan, to accept the new Code Department Software Contract.
Carried.                                Ayes – 3                              Noes - 0                           Absent –2
Dog Enumeration
Tow Clerk Bellardo would like to do a dog enumeration (census).  The last one was completed in 2022.  It should cost around $2500, but the revenue will cover that expense.

MOTION by Councilman Rensel, seconded by Councilman Swan, to do a dog enumeration.
Carried.                                Ayes – 3                              Noes - 0                           Absent –2
Used Blacktop Hotbox and Bush Hog Mower declared surplus equipment
MOTION by Councilwoman Whitmore, seconded by Councilwoman White, to allow Highway Superintendent Pickett to put the used blacktop hotbox and Bush Hog as surplus equipment.
Carried.                                Ayes – 4                              Noes - 0                           Absent –1
 Payment of Claims

MOTION by Councilman Swan, seconded by Councilman Rensel, to pay Abstract #5-2026 for $217,876.24. 

Carried.                                Ayes – 3                              Noes - 0                           Absent –2
DEC Lawsuit

Attorney Fiore-Lehman informed the Board that the DEC lost the lawsuit.  All new regulations are currently on hold.

MOTION by Councilman Swan, seconded by Councilman Rensel, to adjourn at 5:58 PM.
Carried.                                Ayes – 3                              Noes - 0                           Absent –2
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Amy M. Bellardo, Town Clerk
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