                                                                                                                          
    (4/07/2026 –Regular Town Board Minutes)




Minutes of a Regular
Meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Ellicott
held at the Administration Building 
215 S. Work Street, Falconer, N.Y., on

April 7, 2026, at 5:30 P.M.

Present: Supervisor Bowman, Councilman Rensel, Councilman White, Councilwoman Whitmore, Town Clerk Bellardo, Highway Superintendent Pickett. Absent: Councilman Swan and Attorney Fiore-Lehman.
Supervisor Bowman opened the meeting at 5:30 PM and led the Town Council in the Pledge of Allegiance.   Town Clerk Bellardo called the roll. 
PUBLIC HEARING – (Fluvanna Sewer Extension)
Supervisor Bowman opened the public meeting at 5:30 pm. The proposed project will include the extension of sewer facilities along Fluvanna Avenue in the Town of Ellicott towards the City of Jamestown. Improvements will generally include a low-pressure sewer main and grinder pumps. If the budget allows, the Town intends to include these improvements within the ongoing sanitary sewer project in the Fluvanna area that has already received 100% grant funding. If this project can be included within the current ongoing sewer project, user costs will only include O&M costs, which are anticipated to be approximately $354 per year. Construction is anticipated to begin sometime this year.  No public comments were heard.
MOTION by Councilwoman Whitmore, seconded by Councilman White, to close the public hearing at 5:31 pm. 
Carried.                                 Ayes – 4                             Noes - 0                           Absent – 1

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
MOTION by Councilman Rensel, seconded by Councilwoman Whitmore, to accept the minutes of the March 3, 2026, Regular Meeting. 
Carried.                                 Ayes – 4                             Noes - 0                           Absent – 1
TOWN OFFICER REPORTS

Police Chief Ingrao informed the Board that there is another meeting next month with the County regarding the homeless situation in the hotels. It is getting significant press right now. 
Code Enforcement Office Shelters gave the Board a breakdown of his day, which was extremely crazy. He is at the hotels daily, often condemning rooms or giving orders of remedy. He is forwarding all incidents to the police department to keep in their files, also. He has 7 property maintenance issues right now.  He is behind on his fire inspections for the year. He is starting a weekly inspection at the hotels.  He would like permission to start carrying a pistol.  Councilman Rensel would like him to go through De-Escalation training before that happens. He also did a demo on a new software that would help with fire inspections and permitting. Councilman Rensel would like our attorney to put the County on notice regarding the hotel situation and the expenses it costs the Town.
Town Clerk Bellardo advised the Board that the Annual Financial Review has been submitted. We have finished with tax collection.  Code Enforcement Office, Shelters, and I went to the ribbon-cutting of Famous Supply. The windows for the building will be delivered next week.
OLD BUSINESS
Fluvanna Water/Sewer
Highway Superintendent Pickett informed the Board that we are still on track with the project.
Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS)

Supervisor Bowman tabled this issue until the next meeting when the attorney is present.
Court Audit

Councilman White has been in contact with the Court and will have the 2025` Court Audit completed by April 24th.
NEW BUSINESS

Resolution #6-2026 Purchase Bush Hog Mower
MOTION by Councilwoman Whitmore, seconded by Councilman White, to accept Resolution #6-2026 to purchase a Bush Hog mower for $27,500 to be taken out of Equipment Reserve.
Carried.                                Ayes – 4                              Noes - 0                           Absent –1
Resolution #7-2026 Public Interest Order – Fluvanna Sewer
MOTION by Councilwoman Whitmore, seconded by Councilman White, to accept Resolution #7-2026 Public Interest Order for Fluvanna Sewer.
Carried.                                Ayes – 4                              Noes - 0                           Absent –1
Resolution #8-2026 Advertise for Bids Fluvanna Water & Sewer
MOTION by Councilman Rensel, seconded by Councilwoman Whitmore, to accept Resolution #8-2026, Authorization to advertise for bids for Fluvanna Sewer
Carried.                                Ayes – 4                              Noes - 0                           Absent –1
Used Blacktop Hotbox and Bush Hog Mower declared surplus equipment
MOTION by Councilwoman Whitmore, seconded by Councilwoman White, to allow Highway Superintendent Pickett to put the used blacktop hotbox and Bush Hog as surplus equipment.
Carried.                                Ayes – 4                              Noes - 0                           Absent –1
 Payment of Claims

MOTION by Councilwoman Whitmore, seconded by Councilman Rensel, to pay Abstract #4-2026 for $283,754.19. 

Carried.                                Ayes – 4                              Noes - 0                           Absent –1
MOTION by Councilwoman Whitmore, seconded by Councilman White, to adjourn at 6:17 PM.
Carried.                                Ayes – 4                              Noes - 0                           Absent –1
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Amy M. Bellardo, Town Clerk
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