                                                                                                                          
    (2/03/2026 –Regular Town Board Minutes)




Minutes of a Regular
Meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Ellicott
held at the Administration Building 
215 S. Work Street, Falconer, N.Y., on

February 3, 2026, at 5:30 P.M.

Present: Supervisor Bowman, Councilman Rensel, Councilwoman Whitmore, Councilman Swan, Town Clerk Bellardo, and Highway Superintendent Pickett. Absent: Councilman White and Attorney Fiore-Lehman.
Supervisor Bowman opened the meeting at 5:30 PM and led the Town Council in the Pledge of Allegiance.   Town Clerk Bellardo called the roll. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
MOTION by Councilwoman Whitmore, seconded by Councilman Swan, to accept the minutes of the January 6, 2026, Regular Meeting. 
Carried.                                 Ayes – 4                             Noes - 0                           Absent – 1
TOWN OFFICER REPORTS

Police Chief Ingrao informed the Board that the department is fully staffed.  Looking at the end of the year, traffic tickets from 2025 were 2232 compared to 2079 in 2024.  Call for service in 2025 was 12,341.  He attended a meeting with Southwestern Central School regarding the recent events at Jamestown High School.  It was a very productive meeting.
Code Enforcement Office Shelters informed the Board that there was no ZBA meeting in January, but they have four for this month.  He has seven property maintenance issues and had one person in court.  He has done seven fire inspections so far this year and is still missing payment for 34 from last year.  He issued 11 permits in January.  The first meeting for the new code book was held yesterday.
Highway Superintendent Pickett told the Board that they are plowing snow.  There was a salt shortage in the County.  The Town of Carroll helped them out with some salt.  For the last week, they have been using sand.  The County did receive a small shipment of salt.
Town Clerk Bellardo reported that tax bills were mailed from the printer with the wrong back on them.  They did send a corrected tax bill, but it has been a lot of additional work for the office.  We will not be using that printer next year.  Laurie Becker will be retiring from the Falconer Library on February 13th.  She would like to thank her for her dedication to the community.
Councilman Rensel wanted to thank the highway department for all their hard work this winter. He also thanks the Code Enforcer for all his hard work.
Supervisor Bowman was contacted by Langworthy’s office to let us know that we received the million-dollar grant that we lost last year. This is for Fluvanna water.
OLD BUSINESS
Fluvanna Water/Sewer
Highway Superintendent Pickett informed the Board that they submitted plans to the Department of Health last week. Should go to bid after we have heard back from the DOH. 
NEW BUSINESS

Secondary Dog Shelter Contract
Supervisor Bowman presented the Secondary Dog Shelter agreement that is with Jeff Johnson in Gerry.  It is pretty similar to the one we have with the Humane Society. This is required by the State, and the shelter is inspected.
MOTION by Councilwoman Whitmore, seconded by Councilman Swan, to accept the secondary dog shelter agreement with Jeff Johnson.
Carried.                                Ayes – 4                              Noes - 0                           Absent –1
Emergency Veterinary Threshold
Supervisor Bowman spoke with Dr. Fales, and she agreed to be our emergency vet. We need to set a threshold for emergency care.  The State is requiring a maximum that we are willing to spend on an injured dog.  Town Clerk Bellardo hopes that we get the expense back from the dog owner. Police Chief Ingrao said it must be a reasonable amount.

MOTION by Councilman Rensel, seconded by Councilwoman Whitmore, to set the maximum threshold for an injured dog at $1,000.
Carried.                                Ayes – 4                              Noes - 0                           Absent –1
Code Enforcement Agreement with Gerry
Supervisor Bowman presented the agreement with the Town of Gerry for Code Enforcement reimbursement. We will receive ¼ of the cell phone charge and education.  We will also be reimbursed for all mileage on the town vehicle.  This is for four hours a week and is not during our business hours.
MOTION by Councilwoman Whitmore, seconded by Councilman Swan, to accept the Agreement with the Town of Gerry for Code Enforcement reimbursement.

Carried.                                Ayes – 4                              Noes - 0                           Absent –1

Road Weight Limits
Highway Superintendent Pickett advised the Board that a legal notice will be in the Post Journal for temporary weight limits on Town roads. This is done every year
Asphalt Bids

Highway Superintendent Pickett would like to get bids on no reclaimed asphalt product.

MOTION by Councilman Swan, seconded by Councilwoman Whitmore, allow Highway Superintendent Pickett to get bids on no reclaimed asphalt products
Carried.                                Ayes – 4                              Noes - 0                           Absent –1
Resolution #2-2026 Lead Agency Designation – Fluvanna Sewer

Highway Superintendent Pickett advised that this is for a study to see if we want to take the additional five properties near the city line. They want to see if hooking up those properties would be cost-effective.
MOTION by Councilwoman Whitmore, seconded by Councilman Rensel, to accept Resolution #2-2026 Lead Agency Designation for Fluvanna Sewer.
Carried.                                Ayes – 4                              Noes - 0                           Absent –1

Reappoint Zoning Board Members

Town Clerk Bellardo presented the list of reappointments for a five-year term on the Planning and Zoning Board.
Ken Lynon


Valerie Pierce
21 Park Ave.


1934 Buffalo St. Ext.

Falconer, NY


Jamestown, NY 

John Merchant (Alternate)
Angelo Cimo (Alternate)

3760 Gerry Levant Rd.
39 N. Hanford Ave. WE

Falconer, NY


Jamestown, NY 
MOTION by Councilwoman Whitmore, seconded by Councilman Swan, to reappoint the above members for a five-year term.
Carried.                                Ayes – 4                              Noes - 0                           Absent –1

Budget Transfers and Appropriations

From:
122-01 Supervisor PS



$15.00
To:
134-01 Budget PS





$15.00

From:
135-54
Assessors



$31,662.87

From:
132-04 Ind. Auditing



$5,402.67

To:
135-51 Assessors





$37,065.54

From
101-01 Town Board PS


$.16

To:
141-01
 Town Clerk PS




$.16

From:
142-04
 Attorney CE



$338.04

To:
142-01
 Attorney PS





$338.04

From:
191-04  Unallocated Ins.


$8750.16

To:
162-01
 Building PS





$1090.90

To:
162-04 Building CE





$7629.26

To:
192-02  Mun. Assoc.





$30.00

From: 
312-04  Police CE



$11,072.43

To:
312-02  Police EQ





$11,072.43

From:
142-04  Attorney CE



$18,959.70

From:
168-04  Data Processing CE


$2738.52

To:
312-01  Police PS





$21,698.22

From:
809-04  Environmental Control

$21,037.00

From:
903-08  Soc. Security



$5151.66

To:
906-08  Medical Ins.





$25,238.66

To:
908-08  Other Ins.





$980.00

From:
158-09  DWI Revenue


$3428.00

From:

  DWI Reserve



$2428.00

To:
312-09  Police DWI





$5856.00

MOTION by Councilwoman Whitmore, seconded by Councilman Swan, to accept the above budget transfers and appropriations-.
Carried.                                Ayes – 4                              Noes - 0                           Absent –1

 Payment of Claims

MOTION by Councilwoman Whitmore, seconded by Councilman Rensel, to pay Abstract #24-2025 for $884,904.19 and Abstract #2-2026 for $96,947.21. 

Carried.                                Ayes – 4                              Noes - 0                           Absent –1
EXECUTIVE SESSION (Real Estate Transaction)

MOTION by Councilwoman Whitmore, seconded by Councilman Swan, to convene an Executive Session to discuss a real estate transaction. 5:58 PM – 6:12 PM.

Carried.                                Ayes – 4                              Noes - 0                           Absent –1

MOTION by Councilwoman Whitmore, seconded by Councilman Rensel, to adjourn at 6:12 PM.
Carried.                                Ayes – 4                              Noes - 0                           Absent –1





















_________________________________







Amy M. Bellardo, Town Clerk
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