                                                                                                                          
    (6/02/2026 –Regular Town Board Minutes)




Minutes of a Regular
Meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Ellicott
held at the Administration Building 
215 S. Work Street, Falconer, N.Y., on

June 2, 2026, at 5:30 P.M.

Present: Supervisor Bowman, Councilwoman Whitmore, Councilman Swan, Town Clerk Bellardo, Highway Superintendent Pickett. Absent: Councilman Rensel, Councilman White, and Attorney Fiore-Lehman
Supervisor Bowman opened the meeting at 5:30 PM and led the Town Council in the Pledge of Allegiance.   Town Clerk Bellardo called the roll. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
MOTION by Councilwoman Whitmore, seconded by Councilman Swan, to accept the minutes of the May 5, 2026, Regular Meeting. 
Carried.                                 Ayes – 3                             Noes - 0                           Absent – 2
PUBLIC HEARING Local Law #1-2026 Battery Storage Systems
Supervisor Bowman tabled the Public Hearing until Attorney Fiore-Lehman can be present. 
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR
Nikki Pierce, 9 E. Main St., Falconer, she is currently on the Village of Falconer Board.  She is running for Chautauqua County Legislator for District 15.  She is endorsed by the Democratic Party and also obtained her own party line as an independent.  She is here to observe and learn.  If there are any questions for her, please contact her or stop by the bakery.
CORRESPONDENCE
Town Clerk Bellardo reported that we received our first quarter sales tax for $420,423.77, which is up 3.44% from last year.
Supervisor Bowman received information about a flag dedication at the Boy Scouts on Hough Hill, which will be held on Saturday, June 13th at 10 am, put on by the American Legion.
TOWN OFFICER REPORTS

Police Chief Ingrao informed the Board that he attended a meeting on Monday regarding the hotel situation with the homeless. Last month, the Falconer Hotel had an increase in calls from 47 to 69.
Code Officer Shelters informed the Board that there were 7 people at ZBA last month.  He has 15 property maintenance issues. Fire inspections are still down from last year.  He is inspecting the Falconer Hotel weekly.  They are in compliance for the most part.  They are talking about doing a surprise inspection. He and Kendra are training on the new Code software.  He has received a notice from the BPU that people from the Falconer Hotel are plugging up the drain system by flushing towels, t-shirts, and drug paraphernalia.  If it happens again, the BPU will be charging the Falconer Hotel. The BPU has been there 12 times last month.  The hotel is going to install gridder pumps.
Highway Superintendent Pickett informed the Board that since the last meeting, his department cleaned 2 miles of ditches, installed a catch basin, did blacktop patching, repaired stump holes, and is preparing for chip seal. He is also getting bids for the removal of 5 large trees.
Town Clerk Bellardo advised the Board that the window replacement is complete.  
OLD BUSINESS
Resolution #9-2026 Fluvanna Water & Sewer Award Authorization
Highway Superintendent Pickett informed the Board that bids were opened, and JD Northrup was the low bidder.  They came in well under budget, so Square Engineering said to expect some small change orders.
MOTION by Councilwoman Whitmore, seconded by Councilman Swan, to accept Resolution #9-2026 Fluvanna Water and Sewer Award Authorization.

Carried.                                Ayes – 3                              Noes - 0                           Absent –2

Highway Garage Roof
Highway Superintendent Pickett informed the Board that there was no asbestos, and now he is waiting on bids. 

Sewer 6 Pad Removal
Highway Superintendent Pickett stated that Empire Development came in as the low bidder to remove the concrete pad on Girts Road for $9,120.00.
MOTION by Councilman Swan, seconded by Councilwoman Whitmore, to accept bid from Empire Development for $9,120.00 for the removal of the concrete pad on Girts Road.
Carried.                                Ayes – 3                              Noes - 0                           Absent –2

NEW BUSINESS

Set Public Hearing for Charter Franchise Agreement
Supervisor Bowman advised the Board that our Franchise Agreement with Charter (Spectrum Cable) is up for renewal. This is a 15-year contract.  We need to set a public hearing for the removal.
MOTION by Councilwoman Whitmore, seconded by Councilman Swam, to set a public hearing for the Charter Franchise Agreement on July 7th at 5:30 pm.
Carried.                                Ayes – 3                              Noes - 0                           Absent –2
Tax Cap Override
Town Clerk Bellardo spoke to the Board about passing a local law in case we need to override the 2% tax cap.  Contractual wage increases are 3.5 – 4% next year. We are also going to see a large increase in retirement, insurance, and utilities. We are hoping not to go over the tax cap, but there will not be time to pass the local law if we decide that we need to in October. 
MOTION by Councilwoman Whitmore, seconded by Councilman Swan, to set a public hearing for Local Law #2-2026 Tax Cap Override for August 4th at 5:30.
Carried.                                Ayes – 3                              Noes - 0                           Absent –2

 Payment of Claims

MOTION by Councilwoman Whitmore, seconded by Councilman Swan, to pay Abstract #7-2026 for $345,245.24. 

Carried.                                Ayes – 3                              Noes - 0                           Absent –2
MOTION by Councilman Swan, seconded by Councilwoman Whitmore, to adjourn at 5:58 PM.
Carried.                                Ayes – 3                              Noes - 0                           Absent –2
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Amy M. Bellardo, Town Clerk
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