                                                                                                                          
    (3/03/2026 –Regular Town Board Minutes)




Minutes of a Regular
Meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Ellicott
held at the Administration Building 
215 S. Work Street, Falconer, N.Y., on

March 3, 2026, at 5:30 P.M.

Present: Supervisor Bowman, Councilman Rensel, Councilman Swan, Town Clerk Bellardo, Highway Superintendent Pickett, and Attorney Fiore-Lehman. Absent: Councilman White and Councilwoman Whitmore.
Supervisor Bowman opened the meeting at 5:30 PM and led the Town Council in the Pledge of Allegiance.   Town Clerk Bellardo called the roll. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
MOTION by Councilman Swan, seconded by Councilman Rensel, to accept the minutes of the February 3, 2026, Regular Meeting. 
Carried.                                 Ayes – 3                             Noes - 0                           Absent – 2
CORRESPONDENSE

Town Clerk Bellardo read the following into the record:


Received 4th Quarter sales tax of $454,617.46, up 10.38% from last year.


Thank you letter from Falconer Library for our donation.


Thank you note from Laurie Becker, Falconer Library, for the retirement card and flowers.

TOWN OFFICER REPORTS

Police Chief Ingrao informed the Board that the department is pretty quiet right now.  Friday, there is a meeting with Police Chiefs and other officials with the Senator and Assemblyman to discuss the homeless situation.
Code Enforcement Office Shelters informed the Board that there were four people at the ZBA meeting in February, but they have none for this month.  He has seven property maintenance issues and had one person in court.  He has done eight fire inspections so far this year and is still missing payment for eight from last year. A final notice has been sent. He issued 16 permits this year.  The next meeting for the new code book is being scheduled.
Councilman Rensel wanted to thank Laurie Becker for her dedication to the Village of Falconer and wish her well in her retirement. He would also like to find a place in the town for the County to move the Jamestown DMV into.
Supervisor Bowman attended her first meeting with the Watershed Alliance.  It is a big group, but everyone seemed happy with the progress of the lake.
OLD BUSINESS
Fluvanna Water/Sewer
Highway Superintendent Pickett informed the Board that they submitted plans to the Department of Health last week. The plans now need to be submitted to the EFC for review.  He has been getting easements signed by residents and will be recording with the County.  He is still hopeful that we will go out for bid this summer.
NEW BUSINESS

Falconer School SEQRA Lead Agency Coordination
Supervisor Bowman advised the Board that Falconer Central School would like to be the lead agency for their capital project.
MOTION by Councilman Rensel, seconded by Councilman Swan, to accept Falconer Central School as the lead agency for their capital project.
Carried.                                Ayes – 3                              Noes - 0                           Absent –2
Chautauqua County Humane Society Contract
Attorney Fiore-Lehman looked over the contract with the Chautauqua County Humane Society.  Everything was similar to last year.  She didn’t see any language requiring us to use DocuPet this year.  There was a survey asking if we wanted to use it or not.
MOTION by Councilman Swan, seconded by Councilman Rensel, to accept the contract with the Chautauqua County Humane Society.
Carried.                                Ayes – 3                              Noes - 0                           Absent –2
Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS)
Attorney Fiore-Lehman advised the Board that she is looking into battery storage.  She believes that right now, the funding has gone away for the storage.  She is going to draft a few different proposals for the Board to look at.  There are legitimate concerns regarding fire suppression and location.  
Resolution #3-2026 Negative Declaration – Fluvanna Sewer
Highway Superintendent Pickett advised the Board that this is for the additional grant we received to hookup the additional properties to our sewer extension.
MOTION by Councilman Swan, seconded by Councilman Rensel, to accept Resolution #3-2026 Negative Declaration – Fluvanna Sewer
Carried.                                Ayes – 3                              Noes - 0                           Absent –2

Resolution #4-2026 Scheduling Public Hearing for Sewer District
MOTION by Councilman Rensel, seconded by Councilwoman Swan, to set a public hearing for the Fluvanna Sewer District Extension for April 7, 2026, at 5:30 pm.
Carried.                                Ayes – 3                              Noes - 0                           Absent –2
Resolution #5-2026 Herbicide Application
Supervisor Bowman told the Board that this is the standard resolution that we pass every year to allow the permits to be submitted for herbicide application.
MOTION by Councilman Swan, seconded by Councilman Rensel, to accept Resolution #5-2026 Herbicide Application.
Carried.                                Ayes – 3                              Noes - 0                           Absent –2
Budget Appropriations

From:
A909 Unallocated Fund Balance


$20,000.00
To:
A889 Lake Management Reserve





$20,000.00
From:
A909 Unallocated Fund Balance


$100,000.00





From:
A882 Building Reserve






$100,000.00
From
A909 Unallocated Fund Balance


$100,000.00
To:
A878 Police Equipment Reserve





$100,000.00
From:
DB909 Unallocated Fund Balance


$250,000.00
To:
DB878 Equipment Reserve






$250,000.00
From:
DB909 Unallocated Fund Balance


$114,000.00
To:
DB840 Extreme Winter Reserve





$250,000.00
MOTION by Councilman Rensel, seconded by Councilman Swan, to accept the above budget appropriations.
Carried.                                Ayes – 3                              Noes - 0                           Absent –2
 Payment of Claims

MOTION by Councilman Swan, seconded by Councilman Rensel, to pay Abstract #3-2026 for $312,542.89. 

Carried.                                Ayes – 3                              Noes - 0                           Absent –2
MOTION by Councilman Rensel, seconded by Councilman Swan, to adjourn at 5:48 PM.
Carried.                                Ayes – 3                              Noes - 0                           Absent –2





















_________________________________







Amy M. Bellardo, Town Clerk
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