

Town of Angelica – Regular Board Meeting Minutes – March 9, 2026

Location: Angelica Grange Hall, Meeting Room, 59 Park Circle Angelica NY
Time: Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM
Presiding: Supervisor Girard Kelly
Recorder: Pamela L. Cockle, Town Clerk

1. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance
Supervisor Kelly called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance at 7 p.m.

2. Attendance
Board Members Present:
· Supervisor Girard Kelly
· Councilmembers: Jeremy Metatos, William Weaver, Brian Jones, Elwyn Gordon
Town Staff Present:
· Town Clerk: Pamela Cockle
· Town Attorney Matthew Rosenbaum
· Dog Control Officer Rick Abbott
Public Members Present: David Haggstrom, Donald Ash, Tim McCumiskey, Harold Budinger

3. Approval of Minutes
The Board reviewed the previous month’s minutes from the February 9, 2026 Town Board meeting. Motion to approve minutes made by E. Gordon, Seconded by J. Metatos. All Ayes, Carried unanimously.

4. Financial Reports
A. General & Highway Abstracts
Girard Kelly, Supervisor reported the following expenditures:
· General Fund: $29,363.98 (Abstract #3-2026, Voucher #’s 50-68)
· Prepaids: $16,651.09
· General Townwide: $12,322.91 (2025:$80; 2026: $12,242.91)
· General Outside: $389.98
· Highway Town‑Wide: $6,612.13 (Abstract #3-2026 Highway, Voucher #’s 43-49)
· Total Town Expenditures Approved: $35,976.11
· Motion to approve abstracts made by W. Weaver, Seconded by J. Metatos All Ayes, Carried unanimously.

5. Executive Session
· Motion was made by G. Kelly to enter in to Executive Session @ 7:05 to discuss Town Legal matters with Town Attorney Matthew Rosenbaum. Seconded by W. Weaver.
· Motion to come out of Executive Session at 7:18 by W. Weaver, Seconded by B. Jones.
Regular Town Board resumed at 7:18 pm

6. Budget Sheets & Supervisor’s Report
Supervisor Kelly reviewed February account activity based and reports prepared by BBS Accounting.
· General Fund: Revenues - $179,828.03/ Expenses: $90,232.23
· Highway: Revenues - $147,524.59, Expenses: $31,176.11
Motion to approve reports by B. Jones, Seconded by J. Metatos: All Ayes, Carried unanimously.
· CLASS Investment Account
January interest earned: $12,088.83
CLASS balance as of Feb. 9: $4,425,565.42
Interest rate: 3.5%
· Veterans Memorial: Girard noted that the flags on the veterans memorial are in poor condition and he would like to see them replaced before the 250th birthday celebration. He asked W. Weaver to follow up with Skip if he has any and get some ordered if not.	
7. Clerk and Department Reports
A. Town Clerk/Tax Collector
· Town Clerk Report: $845 total Received ($840 to Supervisor/$5 to Animal Population Control)
· Dog: $45
· DECALS: $-0-
· ATV: $25
· Cemetery/Grave Digging: $775
Motion made by W. Weaver to accept Town Clerk reports, Seconded by W. Weaver. All Ayes, Passed Unanimously.
B. Town Justice
February monthly report was distributed and reviewed with no questions/comments. $13,843 received from Justice Szucs for February Fines/Fees.  Motion made by E. Gordon to approve, Seconded by B. Jones. All Ayes, Passed unanimously.
C. Dog Control
· Girard gave Rick Abbott, Dog Control officer, new regulations from NYS Ag and Markets.  Girard and Rick to set up time with NYS Ag. & Markets to inspect the Town Dog Shelter. Will report back to Board after inspection takes place.
· Rick raised concerns over new regulations mentioning cats. He will get clarification on this with Humane Society.

D. Assessor
No report received from Assessor Dustin Snyder. Girard reported that the recent reevaluation notices were being mailed today and tomorrow from the assessor's office.  Total added to the Town assessment base after reevaluation was $50 million. New York State set our equalization rate at 82%.  Currently, there are 1124 parcels in the Town of Angelica assessed.  Motion to increase equalization rate to 82% as set by NYS was made by W. Weaver, Seconded by J. Metatos. All Aye, Motion Carried.

E. M.A.C.E.
February report is in packets for review. Motion made by B. Jones to accept MACE report as submitted, Seconded by J. Metatos  All Ayes, Motion Carried. 
8. New and Ongoing Business
A. Battery Storage Facility:
Developer proposal for a Tesla MegaPack, 2.5MW AC, on the Hess Road located
· Concerns: Potential fire hazard (difficult to extinguish/release of toxic gases); proximity to school; fallback to controlled burn protocols. Developers have stated they will work in conjunction with local fire departments on protocols, etc....
· Local Opposition noted
· Action: Attorney and code enforcement tightening regulations; unsure if total prohibition is possible, but the board will pursue strict requirements to ensure safety of Town Constituents.
B. Insurance
Supervisor reported Lawrence and Dye out of Cuba NY/NYMIR came in with the only quote.  Total price of $41,000 which is an increase of several thousand dollars over last years. G. Kelly noted that the main reason for the increase over last year was that upon policy review it was discovered that the 2 new trucks (cab chassis), were previously uninsured; loss risk litigation history (currently at a 65% loss ratio), expected to trend down after recent claim settlements. Motion was made and carried unanimously at the February meeting giving Supervisor Kelly authority to execute Insurance quote when received and to prepay.
C. Highway Department
· Tractor Differential Failure:
· John Deere tractor, 1,500 hours; lost four teeth when transmission oil was changed. Estimated repair $8,000–$12,000; currently out-of-service at Land Pro waiting on approval to repair.
· Computer Upgrades – Highway Department:
· Mike’s office computer crashed; Wellsville Technologies selected ($1,205.80, including labor). All town computers must upgrade to Windows 11 for security compliance. Motion to approve purchase of computer made by G. Kelly, Seconded by J. Metatos, All Ayes, Motion Carried.
· Village and Justice have already used Wellsville Technology for IT support and have been very happy.
· Roadwork:
· 5 roads left to chip-seal; plan to finish all town roads in next 2–3 years.
· Buerhings Road (1.2 miles): $84,500 for chip seal—motion to approve made by E. Gordon, Seconded by W. Weaver. All Ayes, Motion Carried..
· Total cost for all five remaining roads: $234,500.

D. Salt Storage Capital Project:
· Revised engineering plans received (structure cost $72K).
· Willie to get drawings to code enforcement; planning board review needed.
· Warranty: Nova Shield, 25 years.
· Site prep: Daggett to begin gravel crushing by end of March; Hybrid Solutions to survey ground. 
· Pam to get Prevailing Wage approved and forwarded to Hybrid Bldg. Solutions.
E. Sewer Treatment Plant Feasibility 
· Potential collaboration with Casella/Hyland:
· Brian and Girard had a meeting with Casella on March 3, Hyland interested in using the plant for “PFAS” (chemical) treatment. New regulations incoming.
· Casella currently trucks some of their wastewater out of the area.
· Project in exploratory phase; local economic impacts probable if agreement is reached. Would be a big boost to Angelica’s Infrastructure and ability to bring in new businesses.

F. Cemetery Rules and Regulations.
· New Rules and Regulations of the Cemetery were posted on the Town Website for review and public comment. No discussion ensued. Signage will be added. Jeremy Metatos to inquire with White Imprints on signs to be posted. A motion was made by W. Weaver to approve and adopt the new rules and regulations as proposed and to proceed with signage as planned, Seconded by B. Jones. All Ayes, Motion Carried.

· Fence repair was discussed.  Fence is dented after a deer collided with it as reported by Robert Jones. Girard will talk look in to possible remedies to straighten fence. Board members will stop up to inspect the severity of said damage.

G. Pickleball/Tennis Court Lease with Village
· Draft lease between the Town and Village of Angelica was included in packets for Board members review. Lease would be for a period of 10 Years.  Town Attorney wants to formally review one more time before approval by the Board. Board members agreed to continue to move forward with said lease agreement pending Town Attorney review.
· Plan includes 4 pickleball courts, 1 tennis court, 2 horseshoe pits, gazebo, landscaping, & lighting.
· Elwyn Gordon questioned the parking and where it would be. Currently it’s a major concern as the Electric Department gets blocked in when there are town baseball/softball games going on and it takes a lot of time to find people to get them to move their cars. Spaces were also lost with the installation of the charging stations.  Town would like to be able to avoid Electric Dept. Doors being blocked in the future with increased use with more courts, etc....  More parking was mentioned being added to the field area and also utilizing what is currently in front of and behind old school.  

H. Water Transmission Line/Water District
· Town board
I. Technology Upgrades to Town Offices located within Town Hall
· Quotes were received from Computer Solutions and Wellsville Technologies and reviewed by the Board
· A motion was made by J. Metatos and Seconded by W. Weaver to approve the purchase of 1 new computer for the Town Clerk and to upgrade the existing computer  and operating system used by the Town Clerk for the Town Supervisor along with the purchase of a color printer/scanner from Wellsville Technologies at a cost of $2,533.  All Ayes, Motion Carried.

J. Buildings and Grounds
· Town Hall Entrance / Rail:
· Accessibility issues due to center handrail and door design; frequent complaints by public. Door to heavy to open and railing in way. Accident waiting to happen, surprised it hasn’t happened already.
· Discussion to replace center handrail with two side rails, using thinner and more historically compatible materials; multiple members to review and recommend.
· Door lock also problematic.

· Grange Building:
· Bathroom floor repair pending bids. Girard is to contact possible contractors or we will need to post.
K. Banking District
· Town of Belfast is in the process of developing a Banking District and has asked for  a letter of support from the Town of Angelica to ease restrictions for new local banks to come into the area; all in agreement, no motion needed. Girard will sign letter and send to Belfast Supervisor.
L. Angelica 250th Birthday Celebration
· Jeremy Metatos reported on first planning meeting held on 2/27/2026 at the Grange.  Date of July 11 was chosen for event.
· Parade, concerns, food vendors, street dance, fireworks after dark to be launched from old school fields.
· Street closures and parking logistics discussed.
· Next meeting to be held March 18 at 6 pm., open to all to attend.
· Board would like to see this a very successful event for the Town
· Pam Cockle Town Clerk will do red, white, and blue planters for the Grange Hall and Town Halls.
M.  DAR Monument
· Goal is for ceremonial dedication on Heritage Days/1st week of August.
· Coordination with installation of in-park drinking fountain and monument foundation discussed.
N.  Public Comment/Concerns:\
· Tim McCumiskey was present and brought his concerns/ideas in regards to a Pavillion over the current croquet court to the Floor.  He asked if the Engineers who would be working on the Pickleball courts would also be looking at the design for the croquet court Pavilion.  He feels since it is one of the focal points of the Town being in the Park Circle that the same care and attention needs to be given to this project as it has to the Pickleball courts. Has a committee for this been formed? Answer: No, one has not been formed for the proposed Pavilion over the croquet courts. He would like us to consider this. He would also like for the Town to consider getting the Engineer involved to make sure the historic appeal. Girard and Dave reported that a local contractor had been contacted, and a draft materials list had been prepared. Initial cost was estimated at $70K.  Girard and Dave will continue to discuss and report back.
· Tim also asked if we were able to purchase equipment from Auctions International etc.. When our equipment fails. Elwyn explained that municipalities can sell to one another


9. Adjournment
All business concluded, Motion made by J. Metatos, seconded by W. Weaver to adjourn meeting. All ayes, motion carried - meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

Next regular meeting scheduled for April 13, 2026 at 7 p.m. in the meeting room of the Grange Hall, 59 Park Circle, Angelica, NY.

Respectively Submitted:
Pamela L. Cockle, Town Clerk
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