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The Independence Town Board met in the Town Hall on May 14, 2026 at 6:00 pm for the regular monthly Board meeting.
Present:  Supervisor Reichman; Council Bissett, Brubaker and Freeman, Highway Superintendent Graves, Officer P.J. Sherman and Town Clerk Bissett.  Absent:  Council Howe.
Also present:  Residents Michael Sutley, Phil Saunders and David Koch.
All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.  The meeting was called to order by Supervisor Reichman at 6:05 pm.
A motion was offered by Council Freeman, seconded by Council Brubaker and carried by all to accept the April 9, 2026 Regular Meeting Minutes.
Resident Michael Sutley discussed mowing expenses  and the condition of the roadway leading to Hillside Cemetery; Superintendent Graves agreed to assess the situation.  Superintendent Reichman will be researching the ownership information regarding this roadway.
Highway Superintendent Graves gave his report of Highway Department activities, which included:  completion of ordering for 1A limestone for Perkins Road; ordering additional 3,000 ton of CBR from Yorks, earmarked for Harrigan Road; removing and storing sander 550 Ford dump; hauling 1A & 1ST‘s for Snow and Skinner Roads; cold patching potholes; receiving delivery of new mower, Oliver is not interested in trade for old unit, old unit listed on Auctions International for sale; beginning brooming roads; servicing #5 Pete, removing plow equipment from #5 Pete; ditching Skinner Hill Road, cutting shoulders, draining tile in spring in the road; replacing failed sluice on Livermore Road; working potholes with grader; FEMA identifying pipe sized, material for both Harrigan and Hesellton Gully Roads; sweeping roads and raking shoulders; completing of NYMIR action items, load rating, CO monitors, employees only signs, torch flashback; graveling potholes in various locations; removing elliptical pipe and cleaning up area bottom from Harrigan Road; graveling Skinner Hill Road for grind (Willing, Wellsville, Andover & Alfred assisting); stockpiling gravel at shop; selling Keverland mower for $2,650.00 on auction site; grinding Skinner Hill Road; loaning one truck to Bolivar; hauling bankrun to Harrigan Road and replacing rear axle seal #2 2006 Pete.
Superintendent Graves advised that as of May 1, 2026, the stick reading for the Diesel was 3’6.5”, 752.7 gallons used, 506.7 gallons purchased, fire department use was 82.0 gallons.  Stick reading for gas was 3’, 150.9 gallons used, 105 gallons purchased, water department use was 9.6 gallons.
It was discussed that the Town will be providing a dumpster at the Town Barns for one week, beginning on June 15, 2026, for use by residents to clear trash from homes and properties.  A notice will be provided to the Town with specific items that cannot be accepted.
There was discussion regarding a garage for the police car, as it can no longer be housed in the ambulance bay.  Supervisor Reichman is still investigating the costs and locations for a garage.  No decisions have been made to date with regard to this matter.
The Board discussed a letter from citizens regarding the reports of a naked man in spotted near the Dollar General.  A response will be sent to the individuals that penned the letter to the Town.
Supervisor Reichman advised that the Town had provided each of the individuals who are mowing the cemeteries owned by the Town $325.00 last year to help to cover costs of gas and equipment maintenance.  A motion was offered by Council Brubaker, seconded by Council Freeman and carried by all to pay the same amount to each of these individuals for this year.
Supervisor Reichman advised that Bill Edwards kindly donated an Amish made swing set to the Town playground.  A thank you note has been sent to Mr. Edwards and the Town is truly appreciative of his kindness and generosity.

Officer Sherman advised that the fingerprinting and background check for Jared Mattison has been completed.  A motion was offered by Supervisor Reichman, seconded by Council Bissett and carried by all to officially hire Mr. Mattison as a part-time patrol officer to assist Officer Sherman.
A motion was offered by Council Bissett, seconded by Council Brubaker and carried by all to donate the sum of $250.00 to the Whitesville Youth Sports Program.  Council Freeman abstained from voting due to a conflict of interest.
Council Brubaker, on behalf of the Lewis and Brubaker families, would like to express their heartfelt gratitude to all who helped to find his grandson, Grayson, on May the 8th.  Also to thank all of those who sent love, prayers, support and food; the response from the community was overwhelming.  Grayson is home safe!
The Board reviewed the Clerk, Bookkeeper, Police, Dog Control Officer and Justice Court reports; each was found to be in order and all were accepted by the Board.
A motion was offered by Council Brubaker, seconded by Council Freeman and carried by all to pay  Abstracts #5-2026 in the following amounts:
General			# 72-96		$   10,409.59
Highway		# 76-92		$   63,260.80
Water			# 31-45		$   24,743.67
FEMA			# 1		$   30,000.00
A motion offered by Council Brubaker, seconded by Council Bissett and carried by all to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 pm.


Mary G. Bissett, Town Clerk
