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Town of Independence
Regular Meeting
January 8, 2026

Town of Independence
Regular Meeting
January 9, 2026

The Independence Town Board met in the Town Hall on January 8, 2026 at 6:00 pm for the regular monthly Board meeting.
Present:  Supervisor Reichman; Council Howe, Bissett and Freeman; Town Clerk, Bissett; Highway Superintendent Emery; residents Bill, Tyler and Eli Barney.
Absent:  Council Brubaker.
All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.  The meeting was called to order by Supervisor Reichman at 6:04 pm.
A motion was offered by Council Bissett, seconded by Council Freeman and carried by all to accept the December 11, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes.
A motion was offered by Council Bissett, seconded by Supervisor Reichman and carried by all to accept the December 30, 2025 Year End Meeting minutes.
A motion was offered by Supervisor Reichman, seconded by Council Freeman and carried by all to accept the January 1, 2026 Reorganizational Meeting minutes.
Supervisor Reichman introduced the Clerk and the Board to the residents, Bill, Tyler and Eli Barney.  The Barneys advised that they would like to get salt and sand from the Town supply to salt and sand their property to make it safer and easier for the milk trucks to get in and out.  It was discussed that the Town used to allow residents to get sand and salt; though there were, unfortunately, some that abused the privilege and thus the practice was discontinued.  It is just too difficult to police the practice and the Town cannot pick and choose who they would allow to have this privilege.
A water board was scheduled for Monday January 12, 2026 at 6:00 pm at the Town Hall; Supervisor Reichman will advise the Water Board members.
Supervisor Reichman read a message from the Town Bookkeeper stating that the Highway Department was over budget for the 2025 calendar year and urged caution for the coming year, as expenses can get out of hand should there be unexpected events.  There are two bonds to be paid in the 2026 calendar year for the Mack and the roller and a new truck purchase is in progress at this time.
Supervisor Reichman advised that there is a FEMA meeting scheduled for Thursday January 15, 2026 at 11:00 am.
Supervisor Reichman further advised that we have not yet received a bill from C.P. Ward for the work done for the Water District.
The Board discussed the Dog Shelter Contract with the Town of Wellsville; Clerk Bissett will contact the Town on Friday, January 9, 2026 to inquire about the contract, as well as to verify that the contract will include feeding and watering of dogs for the initial five (5) days they are sheltered.
The Board reviewed the 2026 Attorney Retainer Agreement with Richardson, Pullen and Buck, P.C., a motion was offered by Council Howe, seconded by Council Freeman and carried by all to accept said Agreement.
A Resolution was offered by Supervisor Reichman, seconded by Council Bissett, with all present voting “YES” to accept and execute the 2026 Intermunicipal Mutual Aid Agreement received of the Allegany County Town Highway Superintendents’ Association.
A motion was offered by Council Howe, seconded by Council Bissett and carried by all to set the hourly wage of $17.50 per hour for maintenance services to be performed at the Town Hall, as needed.

The Board reviewed the bills, Clerk, Justice Court, Police Department and Dog Control Officer reports; each was found to be in order and all were accepted by the Board.
A motion was offered by Supervisor Reichman, seconded by Council Freeman and carried by all to pay Abstracts #1-2026 in the following amounts:
General			# 1-5		$    1,384.18
Highway		# 1		$    1,200.00
Water			# 1-2		$       786.25

A motion to adjourn was offered by Supervisor Reichman, seconded by Council Howe and carried by all to adjourn the meeting at 7:03 pm.


Mary G. Bissett, Town Clerk
