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The Independence Town Board met in the Town Hall on July 9, 2026 at 6:00 pm for the regular monthly Board meeting.
Present:  Supervisor Reichman;  Council Bissett, Brubaker, Freeman and Howe; Highway Superintendent Graves and Town Clerk Bissett. 
Also present:  Resident David Koch.
All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.  The meeting was called to order by Supervisor Reichman at 6:04 pm.
A motion was offered by Council Brubaker, seconded by Council Freeman and carried by all to accept the June 11, 2026 Regular Meeting Minutes.
Highway Superintendent Graves gave his report of Highway Department activities, which included:  Hauling stone for Hallsport-Independence Road, mowing roadsides, brooming stone from sealing Perkins, Skinner Hill and Snow Roads; replacing failed gasoline pump, assisting West Union with sealing, Cutting and removing trees following June 18 storm, paving shoulders on Hallsport-Independence Road, modifying stone spreader to fit new trucks, clearing downed trees from several roads following July 7 storm, repairing minor flooding damage to roadsides of Fulmer Valley  Road, repairing driveway washes on Snow Road, grading bad spots on Grantier and Hawks Roads, beginning mowing roadsides along South plow route, shouldering Hallsport-Independence Road and receiving delivery of new pickup truck.
Superintendent Graves advised that the 1st Quarter CHIPS was extended, allowing additional allocations, payment expected on or about July 17, 2026.
Superintendent Graves advised that as of July 1, 2026, the stick reading for the Diesel was 3’2”, 779.8 gallons used, 1254.0 gallons purchased, fire department use was 93.4 gallons.  Stick reading for gas was 2’3”, 162.9 gallons used, 100.0 gallons purchased, ballfield use was 6.5 gallons, water department use was 18.9 gallons, fire department use was 0.0 gallons, Independence Emergency Squad use was 20.5 gallons and Police Department use was 0.0 gallons.
Highway Superintendent Graves submitted his resignation, effective July 12, 2026; which resignation is regretfully accepted.  The Board thanks Mr. Graves for stepping up and helping out when he was needed and for helping to show Mr. Erdmann the ins and outs of the job.
Supervisor Reichman advised that the proposed BESS Moratorium Law has been submitted to the Allegany County Planning Board for their review.
Supervisor Reichman further advised the Board that there was a Water Board meeting held on June 30, 2026 and representatives from Barton & Loguidice were in attendance to discuss the needs of the water department and to advise regarding funding options.  Supervisor Reichman is presently working to secure a grant to cover the costs of a preliminary engineering report; which report is necessary to move forward with grant applications to help to defray the costs to upgrade our water system.
A discussion was had with regard to the second well and the assertion that it is shallow; the question was raised as to whether or not it could be dug deeper.
Supervisor Reichman advised the Board that Dennis Erdmann has enrolled in a Class C Water Operator licensing course and the Town has purchased and provided him with the required manual.
Due to Southern Tier West’s decision to discontinue website hosting, a motion was offered by Council Bissett, seconded by Council Brubaker and carried by all to hire Kenneth Reichman at the rate of $100.00 per month to host our site.  A hire date has not yet been set.
A workshop regarding Teamster contract review has been tentatively scheduled for July 24, 2026 at 6:00 pm.


Supervisor Reichman advised the Board that Officer Sherman has submitted a resignation of his Police Officer and Dog Control Officer positions, effective July the Board had a discussion regarding battery energy storage systems (BESS) and a possible public hearing regarding a moratorium and subsequent law.
Supervisor Reichman advised that she contacted the Town of Wellsville with regard to their proposed contract for sheltering dogs.  The Town of Wellsville was advised that we will not agree to a contract that does not include feedings of the dogs.  This issue will be tabled for the time being.
Supervisor Reichman advised that we are awaiting information on when Southern Tier West will discontinue hosting our website and are considering options for a new host.
It was discussed that the Teamster contract will be ending on December 31, 2026; the Board will be holding workshops regarding this matter that are yet to be scheduled.
Supervisor Reichman advised that Officer Sherman submitted a resignation from his positions as Police Officer and Dog Control Officer, effective July 30, 2026.  Officer Sherman also submitted a request for reinstatement as a part time Police Officer, effective August 8, 2026.  Said resignation was accepted by the Board and the reinstatement will be tabled until the August 2026 Board Meeting.
A discussion was had regarding a house that has been condemned by the Code Enforcement Officer.  It was decided that the Code Enforcement Officer should have a discussion with the property owner regarding the demolition of the  structure.  Supervisor Reichman will discuss the matter with the Code Enforcement Officer.
A discussion was had with regard to the proposal of a revised Local Law to regulate ATVs, side-by-sides, utility terrain vehicles and similar off-road vehicles within the Town of Independence.  This matter has been tabled to a later date, to be determined.
The Board reviewed the Clerk, Bookkeeper, Police, DCO and Justice Court reports; each was found to be in order and all were accepted by the Board.
A motion was offered by Council Brubaker, seconded by Council Freeman and carried by all to pay  Abstracts #7-2026 in the following amounts:
General			# 119 - 135	$     2,858.99
Highway		# 106 - 119	$   67,390.26
Water			# 57 - 60	$        784.75
Highway Equipment	# 1		$   51,875.00
A motion offered by Council Howe, seconded by Council Brubaker and carried by all to adjourn the meeting at 8:02 pm.


Mary G. Bissett, Town Clerk
