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The Independence Town Board met in the Town Hall on September 10, 2026 at 6:00 pm for the regular monthly Board meeting.
Present:  Supervisor Reichman;  Council Bissett, Brubaker, Freeman and Howe and Town Clerk Bissett. 
Absent: Highway Superintendent Erdmann.
All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.  The meeting was called to order by Supervisor Reichman at 6:11 pm.
A motion was offered by Council Howe, seconded by Council Bissett and carried by all to accept the August 13, 2026 Regular Meeting Minutes, with corrections suggested by Council Freeman and accepted by the Board.
Highway Superintendent Erdmann was unable to attend the meeting due to a prior engagement, he submitted a written report of Highway Department activities, which included:  mowing roadsides, completing graveling on Grantier Road (prep for 2027 oil and stone application), graveling lower end of Peet Road (prep for 2027 oil and stone application), adding gravel on South Hill Road from Pleasant Valley Road South as needed, clearing several trees in the roadways/overhanging the roadway, working on cutting brush and grading Paynesville Hill Road, adding gravel and working bad spots on Saunders Road, installing driveway access on new home property on Hawks Road (gravel only), managing beaver issues at Snow Road/Saunders Road pipe and Pleasant Valley pipe (working with trapper), cleaning up multiple trees in the roadway after 9/2/26 storms, repairing sinkhole by pipe on Skinner Hill Road, repairing Paynesville Hill Road, repairing seasonal portion of Pleasant Valley Road, adding gravel and repairing Teeter Road and ordering 9,000 ton of gravel from Yorks Sand and Gravel for next year.
The Highway Department assisted Andover and Wellsville this month and received assistance from West Union, Wellsville, Willing and Alfred.
As of September 1, 2026, the stick reading for the Diesel was 3’1”, 1,191.8 gallons used, 1,030.1 gallons purchased.  Stick reading for gas was 2’11”, 96.8 gallons used, 200.3 gallons purchased, water department use was 4.8 gallons.
Supervisor  Reichman advised the Board of a meeting on September 3, 2026 between Supervisor Reichman, Clerk Bissett, Water Superintendent Mullen, representatives from ARCAP Solutions and Barton & Loguidice in connection with our application for a CDBG grant for a preliminary engineering report to address much-needed water district updates. Supervisor Reichman has begun the process of applying for such grant.
Supervisor Reichman advised the Board that the 2026 Summer Swim program has been closed out and the application for next year’s funding has been submitted to the County.
Supervisor Reichman advised the Board that the Teamster contract negotiations are still ongoing.
Supervisor Reichman advised the Board that we received notice from Verizon that the project to attach to the Town tower has been delayed and is expected to be completed in or about May of 2027.
A Resolution was offered by Council Brubaker, seconded by Council Freeman and carried by all to accept and propose to adopt Introductory Local Law No.1 of 2026 entitled “A Local Law to Amend the Code of Ethics for the Officers and Employees who serve the Town of Independence”. The Board has scheduled a public hearing on this matter to be held at the Town Hall on October 8, 2026 at 5:45 pm.
The Board had a discussion regarding Town trash pickup in October, 2026; Supervisor Reichman will coordinate with Superintendent Erdmann with regard to a date for pickup.
The Board reviewed a request from the Girl Scouts to have the street blocked off for the upcoming 2026 Trunk or Treat event. A motion was offered by Council Bissett, seconded by Supervisor Reichman and carried by all to block off Commercial Avenue from Main Street to Park Street on October 12, 2026 from 4:30 pm until 8:00 pm for the Trunk or Treat event. The Board requests that the Girl Scouts advise that Trunk or Treat is a family event, for the benefit of youth, and smoking, vaping or consumption of alcohol will not be tolerated.
Council Howe suggested that the veteran flags should be coming down and Christmas decorations put up soon. Supervisor Reichman will contact Armstrong to schedule.
The Board scheduled a budget meeting for Thursday, September 24, 2026 at 6:00 pm.
A motion was offered by Supervisor Reichman, seconded by Council Bissett and carried by all to pay Abstracts #9-2026 in the following amounts:
General			# 164-181	$   38,800.44
Highway		# 140-148	$   10,201.29
Water			# 69-78		$     4,413.59
FEMA	                             #3		$     1,059.91
A motion was offered by Council Howe, seconded by Council Freeman and carried by all to adjourn the meeting at 7:31 pm.


Mary G. Bissett, Town Clerk
