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Town of Independence
Regular Meeting
September 11, 2025

Town of Independence
Whitesville Water Department Board Meeting
January 12, 2026

The Whitesville Water Board met in the Town Hall on January 12, 2026 at 6:00 pm for a Water Board meeting.
Present:  Jeri Reichman, Don Nelson, Bill Meunier, Jim Smith, Kim Howe, Tom Bissett, Water Superintendent Josh Mullen and Water Department Clerk Bissett.  The meeting was called to order by Jeri Reichman at 6:02 pm.
A discussion was had regarding an access fee for unoccupied properties within the water district.  No decision has been made regarding this matter.
It was discussed that the second well project is in progress and an update from Root Water Wells is needed.  The main line was disconnected and the second well hooked up to the hydrant, the valve blew and the line ruptured.  Pipe was repaired and supported to run the secondary line.
Superintendent Mullen advised the board that the system is running well at this time; efficiency has been increased.   There has not been any caustic soda used as of yet, though he will begin to add it soon.  Due to the repairs, it will be easier to regulate to ensure there is no buildup of caustic soda in the lines.
Superintendent Mullen advised that a street-by-street process needs to be implemented to work on replacing damaged or failing water lines before leaks occur.  Superintendent Mullen suggested that we should begin the process at the Sawyer residence on SR 248 and move through the town.  Currently there are some probable leaks including one at the school, specifically at the hydrant to the left near the parking lot, and another on White Creek Lane at the Harris residence (Which has been reported as repaired).  
A discussion was had regarding replacement meters; Supervisor Reichman will research the cost of purchasing approximately 20 additional meters and we will begin replacing meters in the spring.  
Superintendent Mullen advised that Steuben County offers emergency grants, one of which was recently awarded to replace a pumphouse.  Mr. Meunier will check to see if Allegany County has similar grant programs that we might utilize to further repair and upgrade our system.  Supervisor Reichman will also check back with Mr. Weiss regarding any programs.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:23 pm.
			
							Mary G. Bissett, Water Department Clerk
