MINUTES OF THE 
TOWN BOARD MEETING

JANUARY 08, 2026
The regular meeting of the Town Board, Town of Ripley was called to order by Supervisor Pless at 6:30 p.m., in the Ripley Town Hall with the Pledge of Allegiance.  The following were present:

Supervisor:

Laura Pless 
Council:

Lee Swoap   




Jeffry Lyon
Phil Chimera

Town Clerk:

Ryleigh Enterline 
Guests: Janet Skinner, Gary Skinner, Tom Brown, Pat Brown, Andy Dickson (Ripley Hawk Watch), David Prenatt (Reporter) 
Department Heads: Jason Jones (Highway Supt.), Andrew Strine (Water/Sewer Supt.), Nicole Gollhardt (Assessor/Deputy Clerk), Trista Brown (Parks), Ken Shearer (Code/Zoning Officer) 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The minutes of the Regular Town Board Meeting dated December 11, 2025 were approved.  Councilman Chimera moved and Councilman Lyon seconded.  This was carried unanimously.


The minutes of the Year End Town Board Meeting dated December 30, 2025 were approved.  Councilman Chimera moved and Councilman Swoap seconded.  This was carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF ABSTRACTS



Warrant No. 1 in the amount of $74,876.58 drawn on the General Acct. Was presented and audited by the Board Members.


Warrant No. 1 in the amount of $74,898.57 drawn on the Highway Acct. Was presented and audited by the Board Members.

Warrant No. 1 in the amount of $1,553.68 drawn on the St. Light Acct. Was presented and audited by the Board Members.


Warrant No. 1 in the amount of $277.58 drawn on the Sewer Acct. Was presented and audited by the Board Members. 

Warrant No. 1 in the amount of $481.09 drawn on the Water Acct. Was presented and audited by the Board Members.
Warrant No. 1 in the amount of $8,968.68 drawn on the Capital Acct. Was presented and audited by the Board Members.


Supervisor Pless made the following motion: that the Supervisor be directed to draw the checks to cover the warrant as allowed for vouchers numbered 1 through 33. This was seconded by Councilman Swoap and carried unanimously.  
CORRESPONDANCE
*Update on meeting regarding Dog Shelter 

*Cintas Proposal Discussion 
*Andy Dickson – Ripley Hawk Watch Letter of Opposition to DewDrop Wind Project (Requested it be read into the minutes- see privilege of floor) 
WATER/SEWER RATES

RESOLUTION #52-2026
TOWN OF RIPLEY

INCREASE WATER RATES

Councilman Swoap Offered the following Resolution:

That the Town of Ripley Water District #1, Water District #2, Water District #4 and Water District #5 Increase Water Rates from $10.65 per 1000 gallons to $10.70 per 1000 gallons. This shall take effect with water usage as of January 1, 2026
This was seconded by Councilman Chimera. 
ROLE CALL VOTE: Mr. Chimera YES, Mr. Janes ABSENT, Mr. Lyon YES, Mr. Swoap YES, Supervisor Pless YES. Carried
RESOLUTION #53-2026
TOWN OF RIPLEY

INCREASE SEWER RATES
Councilman Swoap offered the following Resolution: 
That the Town of Ripley Sewer District #1, and Sewer District 2 Increase Sewer Rates from $ 7.60 per 1000 gallons to $8.40 per 1000 gallons. This shall take effect with usage as of January 1, 2026.

This was seconded by Lyon 
ROLE CALL VOTE: Mr. Chimera YES, Mr. Janes ABSENT, Mr. Lyon YES, Mr. Swoap YES, Supervisor Pless YES. Carried

RESOLUTION #54-2026
TOWN OF RIPLEY

INCREASE WATER RATES FOR OUT OF DISTRICT USERS

Councilman Swoap offered the following Resolution: 
That the Town of Ripley maintain Out of District Water users at $26.00 per 1000 gallons. This shall take effect with usage as of January 1, 2026
This was seconded by Councilman Chimera. 
ROLE CALL VOTE: Mr. Chimera YES, Mr. Janes ABSENT, Mr. Lyon YES, Mr. Swoap YES, Supervisor Pless YES. Carried

RESOLUTION #55-2026
TOWN OF RIPLEY

INCREASE LATE FEE PENALTY FOR ALL WATER AND SEWER DISTRICTS 

Councilman Swoap offered the following Resolution: 

[image: image1.png]In accordance with NY Town Law 198, The Town of Ripley Town Board approves to maintain
the late fee penalty of 5% per bill on all bills past 30 days. The Town Board also approves a 5%
annual fee on all unpaid bills to be applied prior to the re-levy process in November, not to
exceed an annual 10% total fee. This shall take effect January 1, 2026.




This was seconded by Councilman Swoap. 
ROLE CALL VOTE: Mr. Chimera YES, Mr. Janes ABSENT, Mr. Lyon YES, Mr. Swoap YES, Supervisor Pless YES. Carried

RESOLUTION #56-2026
TOWN OF RIPLEY

CREATE WATER SPRINKLER RATE 

Councilman Swoap offered the following Resolution:

The Town of Ripley Town Board approves the creation of a water sprinkler rate at $15.50 per 1,000 gallons. This shall take effect with usage as of Quarter one billing.
This was seconded by Councilman Lyon. 
ROLE CALL VOTE: Mr. Chimera YES, Mr. Janes ABSENT, Mr. Lyon YES, Mr. Swoap YES, Supervisor Pless YES. Carried

MOTION TO APPROVE PURHCASE OF SIDEWALK TRACTOR 
Upon the recommendation of Highway Supt. Jones, Councilman Lyon made the motion to purchase a John Deere 5075 EN Utility Tractor equipped with a flail mower, western impact, and plow for a total of $87,233.84 Seconded by Councilman Swoap and carried unanimously. 
DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS 
W/S REPORT: Presented by Councilman Swoap
HIGHWAY REPORT: Presented by Councilman Lyon 
PLANNING BOARD REPORT: N/A
ASSESSOR REPORT: Presented by Councilman Lyon  
CODE OFFICER REPORT: Presented by Councilman Swoap
PARKS REPORT: Presented by Supervisor Pless  
TOWN CLERK REPORT: Presented by Town Clerk, Ryleigh Enterline. 
DOG CONTROL OFFICER REPORT: N/A
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR
Guests who spoke during privilege of the floor: 

Andy Dickson – Ripley Hawk Watch (Requested letter be included in minutes, see next page) 
Ken Shearer (Code Officer) – Gravel Mine / Cell Tower Update 
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Town of Ripley
14 North State Street
Ripley, New York 14775

Re: Proposed Dew Drop wind farm development
Dear Town Council, Town Supervisor and residents of the Town of Ripley;

‘We are writing you to express strong opposition o the proposed Dewdrop Wind Farm
proposed by Dewdrop Wind LLC and Bedrock Renewables. Such developments are known to
have a detrimental effect of migratory birds and avian residents in their proximity.

The Town of Ripley has a very unique natural phenomenon that should be protected and which
Is threatened by the wind farm development. Each Spring thousands of migratory birds pass
through Ripley. Lake Erie diverts birds on their northerly migration along its south shore. The
steep ridge running parallel to Lake Erie on its southem shore (the Chautauqua Ridge) comes
closest to Lake Erie in Ripley and concentrates the migration for easy observation.

It was two women in the 1980 who first identified this unique natural phenomena, Fran Rew
and Lois Buck. They began observing and counting the raptor migration each Spring and
began the Ripley Hawk Watch, as well as its affiiation with the Hawk Migration Association of
North America (“HMA")

Since that time dedicated volunteers have staffed the Ripley Hawk Watch (‘RHW") each Spring
and reported the hawk migration figures to HMA. The Ripley Hawk Watch began uploading its
count data in 2003 to the HMA website (www.hawkcount.org). We encourage you to view the
Ripley data. The Ripley data along with data from numerous other Spring and Fall hawk
watches is available for use and download for free. The citizen science that is conducted at the
Ripley Hawk Watch and the many other watches around the western hemisphere is done in
support of the scientific understanding of these amazing migratory animals, some of which
‘winter as far away as South America and whose journey is an amazing spectacle to observe-

The RHW utilizes four sites located between the lake shore and the top of the steep
escarpment, a straight line distance of about 2.8 miles.

In recent years RHW has begun documenting the other species migrating through Ripley. In
2025 some of these include Gacking Geese, Lesser Black-backed Gulls, Vesper Sparrows,
Lapland Longspur, Sandhill Granes, Northern Mockingbirds, White-eyed Vireos, numerous
neotropic migrants including warblers, Baltimore Orioles, Rose-breasted Grosbeaks, Brown
Thrashers, Martins, Swallows, and Bobolinks. On April 29, 2025 approximately 1,788 Blue Jays
were courited in just under six hours.

At numerous times over the history of RHW, significant raptor takes place south of the ridge, as
far south as Sherman, NY. Radar studies conducted at as part of a previous wind farm
development on the Chautauqua ridge documented 60 Golden Eagles passing over Sherman.
Otherfirst-hand observations have documented significant numbers of Broad-wing Haviks
passing south of the ridge. While the data reported by RHW includes only birds migrating
between the ridge and the lake shore, there is a significant number of migrating raptors which
will come in direct contact with the Dewdrop location.

The number of birds migrating through Ripley each Spring is staggering and their migration
route must be protected from interference by a wind farm. Our position is supported by the.




[image: image3.png]HMA Wind Turbine Siting Position Statement which can be found at htps://

i ial-wind-turbine-siting-position. It states: *HMA strongly
advises against wind power development in areas known to have concentrations of nesting,
wintering, or migratory raptors. The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Endangered
‘Species Act (ESA), the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA), and other federal legisiation requi
federal agencies to carefully consider and assess the possible adverse effects in their projects
and permitting practices.”

Please do not allow the Dewdrop Wind Farm and avoid the disturbance of this important flyway
and unique natural phenomena and the ikely mortality of local and migrating birds.

Thank you.
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Councilman Swoap made the motion to adjourn to the meeting. Seconded by Councilman Chimera. 6:57 p.m.

Respectively submitted,

Ryleigh Enterline, Town Clerk 
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