MINUTES OF THE 
TOWN BOARD MEETING

JUNE 11, 2026
The regular meeting of the Town Board, Town of Ripley was called to order by Supervisor Pless at 6:30 p.m., in the Ripley Town Hall with the Pledge of Allegiance.  The following were present:

Supervisor:

Laura Pless 
Council:

Lee Swoap  



Jeffry Lyon 




Calvin Janes  



Philip Chimera 




Town Clerk:

Ryleigh Enterline 
 Dept. Heads: Jason Jones (Highway Supt.) Ken Shearer (Code Officer), Nicole Gollhardt (Assessor/Deputy Clerk), Trista Brown (Parks Dept.) Vera L. Hustead (Justice)
Guests: Lou Ann Lyon, Pat Brown, Tom Brown, Molly Dunton (Bedrock Renewables), Andy Johnson (JMI Engineering Consultant), Amber Laurie, Glen T. Laurie, Mark Dickey, Michael Schmitz, Dale Edmiston 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The minutes of the Regular Town Board Meeting dated May 14th, 2026 were approved.  Councilman Swoap moved and Councilman Chimera seconded.  This was carried unanimously.
APPROVAL OF ABSTRACTS



Warrant No. 6 in the amount of $23,314.86 drawn on the General Acct. Was presented and audited by the Board Member.,

Warrant No. 6 in the amount of $280,520.91 drawn on the Highway Acct. Was presented and audited by the Board Members.

Warrant No.6 in the amount of $1,443.60 drawn on the St. Light Acct. Was presented and audited by the Board Members.


Warrant No. 6 in the amount of $9,070.79 drawn on the Sewer Acct. Was presented and audited by the Board Members. 

Warrant No. 6 in the amount of $10,731.84 drawn on the Water Acct. Was presented and audited by the Board Members.
Warrant No. 6 in the amount of $77,157.23 drawn on the Capital Acct. Was presented and audited by the Board Members.


Councilman Chimera made the following motion: that the Supervisor be directed to draw the checks to cover the warrant as allowed for vouchers numbered 440 through 520.This was seconded by Councilman Lyon and carried unanimously.  
CORRESPONDENCE 
*Letter from Quincy Rural Cemetery (Request for Financial Aid) 
( An open discussion between the Ripley Town Board and Quincy Rural Cemetery Secretary, Mark Dickey, took place. A subcommittee will be formed from Quincy affiliates and Ripley Town Board Councilmen Janes, Lyon and Chimera to evaluate feasibility for requested Town Funds to be allocated to Quincy Cemetery to aid with increased maintenance costs. 

*Follow up from Big Boy Steam Locomotive 

(  Kind email from Susanna Peterson thanking the Town of Ripley for the organization, transportation and accommodations put in place for the June 9th “Big Boy” Steam locomotive visit. 

(Supervisor Pless thanked the Town employees, Chautauqua County Emergency Services, Chautauqua County Sheriff’s Dept., Fire Police, Ripley Fire Dept. and all the volunteers who helped with the “Big Boy” event. 
· August 13, 2026 Board Meeting; Supervisor Pless will be absent.
2026 CDBG GRANT PUBLIC HEARING 
TOWN OF RIPLEY 
RESOLUTION NO. 61-2026
RESOLUTION TO SCHEDULE A PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING THE RIPLEY TOWN BOARD’S INTENT TO APPLY FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) FUNDING SEWER MAIN REPLACEMENT PHASE II PROJECT

WHEREAS the Ripley Town Board intends to submit an application to the New York State Office of Homes and Community Renewal for funding under the Community 

Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program for the 2026 program year; and 

WHEREAS, the State of New York has announced that up to $29.2 million is available through the 2026 CDBG Program, with up to $25 million specifically available for public infrastructure projects; and 

WHEREAS the Ripley Town Board is considering submitting an application for up to $2 million in CDBG funds to support the Sewer Main Replacement Phase II Project Infrastructure and 

WHEREAS, as part of the application process, the Ripley Town Board must hold a public hearing to gather input from citizens, public agencies, and other stakeholders on the proposed CDBG application, community needs, and CDBG funding priorities. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ripley Town Board hereby schedules a public hearing to be held on July 9th 2026 , at 6:15 PM to receive public comments on the Town's proposed CDBG application for the Sewer Main Replacement Phase II Project and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Ripley Town Clerk is directed to publish notice of said public hearing in accordance with applicable laws and regulations.

Introduced by: Councilman Swoap 

Seconded by: Councilman Chimera 

ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Chimera YES, Councilman Janes YES, Councilman Lyon YES, Councilman Swoap YES, Supervisor Pless YES. Carried. 
WETLANDS COMPLIANCE WAIVER & RELEASE FORM 

Councilman Lyon made the motion to approve the “Wetlands Compliance Waiver and Release Form” as an addition to the Town of Ripley’s Building Permit Application. Seconded by Councilman Chimera and carried unanimously. 

2026 TOWN OF RIPLEY RABIES CLINIC 
Councilman Lyon made the motion to approve the 2026 Town of Ripley Rabies Clinic to be held on Thursday, September 17th at 5pm-7pm at the Town of Ripley Highway Garage and to pay Dr. Katie Ball to be the designated Veterinarian on site. Seconded by Councilman Swoap and carried unanimously. 
SURPLUS REQUEST FOR MCCORMICK VINEYARD TRACTOR 
Supervisor Pless made a motion to approve the surplus of the 2002 McCormick Vineyard Tractor (Vin # PFFCM24124) as requested by Highway Supt. Jason Jones. Seconded by Councilman Lyon and carried unanimously. 

MAY FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

Councilman Swoap made the motion to approve the May financial statement. Seconded by Councilman Chimera and carried unanimously. 
DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS 
W/S REPORT: Presented by Councilman Swoap
HIGHWAY REPORT: Presented by Councilman Lyon 
PLANNING BOARD REPORT: NA 
ASSESSOR REPORT: Presented by Councilman Lyon 

CODE OFFICER REPORT: Presented by Councilman Swoap

PARKS REPORT: Presented by Councilman Janes
TOWN CLERK REPORT: Presented by Town Clerk, Ryleigh Enterline. 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR
Andy Johnson (JMI Engineering Consultant) 

Glenn Laurie 

Molly Dunton (Bedrock Renewables) 

Thomas Brown 

Mike Schmitz 

Councilman Chimera made the motion to adjourn. Seconded by Councilman Lyon and carried unanimously. 7:03 p.m.
Respectively submitted,

Ryleigh Enterline 
Town Clerk
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