MINUTES OF THE 
TOWN BOARD MEETING

MAY 14, 2026
The regular meeting of the Town Board, Town of Ripley was called to order by Supervisor Pless at 6:00 p.m., in the Ripley Town Hall with the Pledge of Allegiance.  The following were present:

Supervisor:

Laura Pless 
Council:

Lee Swoap   




Jeffry Lyon
Calvin Janes 
Phil Chimera

Town Clerk:

Ryleigh Enterline 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Councilman Swoap  made the motion to enter executive session for purposes of negotiations and collective bargaining. All board members and Highway Supt. Jason Jones were present. Seconded by Councilman Lyon and carried unanimously. 6:00 PM 
Councilman Lyon made the motion to exit executive session and enter the regular meeting. Seconded by Supervisor Pless and carried unanimously. 6:25 PM

REGULAR MEETING 

Guests: Pat Brown, Tom Brown, Anna Gollhardt, Fred Johnson 
Department Heads: Jason Jones (Highway Supt.), Nicole Gollhardt (Assessor/Deputy Clerk), Andrew Strine (W/S Supt.) 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The minutes of the Regular Town Board Meeting dated April 9, 2026, were approved.  Councilman Swoap moved, and Councilman Chimera seconded.  This was carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF ABSTRACTS



Warrant No. 5 in the amount of $28,524.92 drawn on the General Acct. Was presented and audited by the Board Members.


Warrant No. 5 in the amount of $12,093.16 drawn on the Highway Acct. Was presented and audited by the Board Members.

Warrant No. 5 in the amount of $1,624.26 drawn on the St. Light Acct. Was presented and audited by the Board Members.


Warrant No. 5 in the amount of $30,666.36 drawn on the Sewer Acct. Was presented and audited by the Board Members. 

Warrant No. 5 in the amount of $16,951.83 drawn on the Water Acct. Was presented and audited by the Board Members.
Warrant No. 5 in the amount of $985.60 drawn on the the Capital Acct. Was presented and audited by the Board Members.

Supervisor Pless made the following motion: that the Supervisor be directed to draw the checks to cover the warrant as allowed for vouchers numbered 333 through 340. This was seconded by Councilman Chimera and carried unanimously.  
CORRESPONDANCE

*Letter from Rosalind R. Heinert 
*Update of Dog Shelter


- Clymer, Mina, French Creek and possibly Sherman collaborating 

*Update on Steam Engine – June 9, 2026 @ 12:00 PM 

FINALIZING ABANDONMENT OF KLONDYKE RD 

ABANDONMENT OF KLONDYKE ROAD
TOWN OF RIPLEY

RESOLUTION # 59-26

Councilman Chimera introduced the following: 

[image: image1.png]RESOLUTION PROVIDING WRITTEN CONSENT AND APPROVING CONSIDERATION
FOR DISCONTINUANCE OF A HIGHWAY PURSUANT TO NY HIGHWAY LAW § 171(2)

WHEREAS, the Town Highway Superintendent has received a written application (the
“Application”) to discontinue a portion of Klondyke Road, described in Exhibit A (the “Highway
Segment”), on the ground that it has become useless since it was laid out; and

WHEREAS, New York Highway Law § 171(2) authorizes the Town Highway Superintendent,
upon written application and with the written consent of the Town Board, to make an order
discontinuing a highway which has become useless since it was laid out, upon filing and
recording in the Town Clerk’s office, with such application, consent, and order, a release from
all damages from the owners of lands taken or affected; and that an order of the Town Highway
Superintendent, as therein provided, shall be final; and the Town Clerk shall forthwith cause
each such release to be recorded in the office of the Chautauqua County Clerk; now, therefore,
beit

RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby gives its written consent to the discontinuance of the
Highway Segment pursuant to § 171(2), and approves the consideration, if any, for the Releases
of All Damages as presented by the Town Highway Superintendent; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Town Supervisor, Town Highway Superintendent, and Town Clerk are
authorized and directed to take all actions necessary to effectuate the discontinuance, including
filing and recording the Application, this Resolution, the Superintendent’s Order, and the
executed Releases with the Town Clerk, and coordinating the recording by the Town Clerk of
cach Release with the Office of the Chautauqua County Clerk.




Seconded by: Councilman Lyon 

ROLL CALL VOTE: 

Mr. Chimera, YES, Mr. Janes, YES, Mr. Lyon, YES, Mr. Swoap, YES, Supervsior Pless YES. Carried. 

IMMEDIATE REVIEW OF ELECTRICAL CHARGES 


IMMEDIATE REVIEW OF ELECTRICAL DELIVERY CHARGES 

TOWN OF RIPLEY

RESOLUTION # 60-26

Councilman Chimera introduced the following:
[image: image2.png]A RESOLUTION STRONGLY URGING IMMEDIATE REVIEW OF ELECTRIC DELIVERY CHARGES,
DEMANDING IMPROVED COST CONTROLS AND TRANSPARENCY, AND AUTHORIZING FORMAL
COMPLAINTS TO THE NEW YORK STATE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION REGARDING THE
ESCALATING COST OF ELECTRICITY

WHEREAS, residents, seniors, and small businesses in the Town of Ripley are experiencing
unsustainable, repeated, and compounding increases in electric bills that are placing a growing
financial strain on households and the local economy; and

WHEREAS, a substantial portion of these increases i attributable not to increased energy
consumption, but to escalating delivery charges, fees, and approved rate adjustments imposed
by NYSEG; and

WHEREAS, electric delivery charges and rate structures are regulated and approved by the New
York State Public Service Commission, which is statutorily charged with ensuring that utiity
rates are just, reasonable, and affordable for ratepayers; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board has received numerous complaints from residents who are
struggling to afford basic electric service and who have expressed serious concern regarding the
frequency, magnitude, and lack of transparency surrounding recent and ongoing rate increases;
and

WHEREAS, rural and low-density communities such as the Town of Ripley are disproportionately
impacted by delivery charge increases and cost.recovery mechanisms that fail to adequately
account for affordabiliy, equity, and the cumulative burden placed on ratepayers; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board finds that continued approval of rate increases without stronger cost
controls, greater transparency, and meaningful affordability protections is unacceptable and
contrary to the public interest;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Ripley formally and
strongly urges the New York State Public Service Commission to conduct a thorough and
immediate review of electric delivery charges, rate increases, and cost-recovery practices
applicable to NYSEG customers; and

BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board calls upon the Public Service Commission to
prioritize ratepayer affordability, demand greater transparency from NYSEG, and require
demonstrable cost-containment and operational efficiency measures before approving any.
future rate increases; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board expressly opposes continued or automatic rate
increases that shiftrising operational, infrastructure, and administrative costs onto ratepayers
without clear justification or adequate protection for rural communities; and





[image: image3.png]BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Supervisor s hereby authorized and directed to
submit formal complaints, written comments, and supporting documentation to the New York
State Public Service Comission on behalf of the Town and ts residents, objecting to excessive
electric costs and requesting regulatory intervention; and

BE T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk is directed to transmit copies of this resolution
to the New York State Public Service Commission, NYSEG, the Governor of the State of New
York, members of the New York State Legislature, and neighboring municipalities served by
NYSEG, and to encourage coordinated action among affected towns; and

BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption.




Seconded by Councilman Swoap
ROLL CALL VOTE: 

Mr. Chimera, YES, Mr. Janes, YES, Mr. Lyon, YES, Mr. Swoap, YES, Supervsior Pless YES. Carried. 

STANDARD WORK DAY AND REPORTING FOR ELECTED AND APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

Councilman Janes made the motion to approve the following standard word days reported for the town of Ripley employees: 
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Seconded by Councilman Swoap. 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 

Mr. Chimera, YES, Mr. Janes, YES, Mr. Lyon, YES, Mr. Swoap, YES, Supervsior Pless YES. Carried. 
SUMMER RECREATION DATES 

Councilman Swoap made the motion to set Summer Recreation Program dates from July 6th – August 14th 2026. Seconded by Supervisor Pless and carried unanimously. 

SUMMER RECREATION EMPLOYEES 
Councilman Janes made the motion to approve Trent Johnston as Summer Recreation Program Director. Seconded by Supervisor Pless and carried unanimously. 

Supervisor Pless made the motion to approve Emma Lindsey as a Summer Recreation Program Assistant. Seconded by Councilman Swoap and carried unanimously. 
Councilman Chimera made the motion to approve Anyah Carson as a Summer Recreation Program Assistant. Seconded by Councilman Swoap and carried unanimously. 

Councilman Swoap made the motion to approve Bryce Rowe as Substitute Summer Recreation Program Assistant. Seconded by Councilman Chimera and carried unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF CPL AS ENGINEER FOR PHASE 3 SEWER PROJECT 
After receiving 2 RFQ submissions; one from JM Davidson Engineering, D.P.C and Clark Patterson Lee, Councilman Chimera made the motion to approve Clark Patterson Lee as the engineer for the Phase 3 Sewer Project. Seconded by Councilman Lyon and carried unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF BAUERS SPECIALITY FOR ROOF REPLACEMENT 

Councilman Chimera made the motion to approve Bauers Specialty to replace the roof of the Main building at the Sewer Plant. Seconded by Councilman Janes and carried unanimously. 
APRIL FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Councilman Chimera moved to approve the April 2026 Financial Statement. Seconded by Councilman Swoap and carried unanimously. 

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS 
W/S REPORT: Presented by Councilman Swoap
HIGHWAY REPORT: Presented by Councilman Lyon 
PLANNING BOARD REPORT: N/A  
ASSESSOR REPORT: Presented by Councilman Lyon  
CODE OFFICER REPORT: Presented by Councilman Swoap 
PARKS REPORT: Presented by Councilman Janes 
TOWN CLERK REPORT: Presented by Town Clerk, Ryleigh Enterline. 
DOG CONTROL OFFICER REPORT: N/A
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR
 No one spoke during privilege of the floor. 
ADJOURNMENT

Councilman Chimera made the motion to adjourn to the meeting. Seconded by Councilman Swoap. 6:54 p.m.
Respectively submitted,

Ryleigh Enterline, 
Town Clerk 
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