
The April Monthly Meeting for the Town of Willing, County of Allegany and State of New York was held at the Town of Willing Hall, located at 1431 State Route 19, Wellsville, NY, 14895 on April 13th, 2026, at 7pm. 

Present: Supervisor Howe, Councilwoman Stephanie Billings, Councilmen: Perkins and Martin, Clerk Mansfield, Deputy Clerk Buchholz, Code Officer Fenske, Highway Supt. Monroe
Absent:  Officer Sherman

Guests: Residents: Rebecca & Marshall Stebbins, Don Pakis, Lisa Knorowski, and Wellsville Ambulance Andrew Sweeny.
Supervisor Howe opened the meeting at 7:05pm all Rose for the Pledge of Allegiance

GUESTS:  

-Don Pakis shared McCarthy’s on Burnet Hill cows have been loose frequently later.   Local and State Police notified. Officer Mattison will check fence and will communicate with Dwayne McCarthy about situation.
-Andrew Sweeny:  Shared number of recent calls for the Wlsv. Ambulance Squad, board shared their payment for the 2026 contract is on this month’s abstract.
-Marshall Stebbins:  wondered about the fire number signs.  Supervisor Howe explained that the Fire Dept. is no longer doing the signs.  Marshall, Mr. Sweeny offered to help the Town put up remaining signs. 
OLD BUSINESS:

Resolution #7 of 2026
BESS MORATORIUM:   Local Law #1 of 2026 imposing a second moratorium on the Battery Energy Storage Systems in the Town of Willing,  (original Local Law #1 of 2024) was presented to the Board . After Board reviewed, motion to approve preliminary Local Law #1 of 2026 was offered by Supervisor Howe, Seconded by Councilman Perkins. VOTE: Councilwoman Billings-aye, Councilmen: Perkins, Martin-aye and Supervisor Howe-aye   4 ayes  0 nays  CARRIED
A copy has been sent to the County Planning Board  for approval on 4/14/2026.  

Public Hearing to be set 30 days from County’s approval.  The Town of Willing will be the lead agency, SEQR was administered by Supervisor Howe. 
Resolution #8 of 2026:  Significance of Negative Declaration Local Law #1 of 2026  Additional 12-month Moratorium on BESS. Supervisor Howe moved, Councilman Perkins seconded. VOTE:  4 ayes  0 nays   CARRIED

NEW BUSINESS:
VACANT COUNCIL SEAT:  Supervisor Howe shared with board members that resident Dwight Fanton has offered to fill the vacant councilman seat till the end of the year.  (12/31/2026)  Board discussed, Councilman Perkins moved to approve appointment of Dwight Fanton to fill vacant Councilman seat until 12/31/2026, Councilman Martin seconded. Vote:  Councilwoman Billings-aye, Councilmen: Perkins-aye, Martin-aye and  Supervisor Howe-aye  4 ayes  0 nays  CARRIED
SOCIAL MEDIA POLICY:  Motion by Councilman Martin to approve, seconded by Councilman Perkins. VOTE: Councilwoman Billings-aye, Councilmen: Perkins-aye, Martin-aye and Supervisor Howe.  4 ayes  0 Nays  CARRIED.  Clerk will make copies to include in Employee Handbook.
RESOLUTION #9 of 2026:  (State of NY Solar Energy Project)  Received from County of Allegany,  This Resolution by the Willing Town Board continues to advocate for responsible siting of renewable energy projects through the protection of prime agricultural lands and reforestation areas .  Councilman Perkins moved to approved, Councilman Martin seconded. VOTE:  Councilwoman Billings-aye, Councilmen: Perkins-aye, Martin-aye and Supervisor Wightman-aye  4 ayes  0 nays  CARRIED   Clerk to send copy to State and Local leaders.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Highway:   None

Planning:  Clerk read minutes from Planning Board Meeting held 3/23/2026. At this time Zach Martin moved to approve the appointment of Lisa Knorowski to finish Paige Ludtkas term. Paige will continue to be an alternate.   Seconded by Councilman Perkins. Vote: Councilwoman-aye, Councilmen: Perkins-aye, Martin-aye and Supervisor Howe -aye  4 ayes  0 nays CARRIED
Oath of Office given. 
FOIL:  None

DEPARTMENT REPORTS:

Highway:  Accepted as presented by Jeff Monroe
Police:  None

Fire Dept:  Verbal  report by Councilman Martin
CEO:  Accepted as presented by Jo Fenske

DCO:  emailed report, accepted as presented.  Still no Dog Contract.
Cemetery:  Sexton Wightman asked the board to approve a 8 x* shed for the Yorks Corner Cemetery to hold equipment needed. Quote from Eli Miller: Shed  1,150 + Tax, Stained $125.00, Delivery charge $100.  Councilman Martin moved to approve Quote , Councilwoman Billings seconded.  VOTE Councilwoman Billings-aye, Councilmen: Perkins-aye, Martin-aye and Supervisor Howe-aye  4 ayes  0 nays  CARRIED
Clerk:  Accepted as presented by Deputy Clerk

Justice: Accepted as presented by Supervisor
Assessor: None

Historians: Accepted as presented. read by Deputy Clerk

SUPERVISOR/COUNCILMAN REPORTS:

-NYMIR Insurance inspection completed.
-Financial Report emailed to board from H & R Financial

QUARTERLY AUDITS:  AUDITS: Clerk/Collector, and Supervisor/Bookkeeper
1st. quarter  Jan-March 2026
SUPERVISOR:  Councilwoman Billings moved to accept the Supervisor records as presented, documentation, deposits and statements all in order. Councilman Martin seconded. 

3-ayes   1 abstained   CARRIED
CLERK/COLLECTOR/PETTY CASH

Councilman Martin moved to accept the Town Clerks, Tax Collector and Petty Cash records as presented.   Deposits made timely, duplicate reporting on deposits and receipts noted, reports are timely , bank reconciliation monthly, and safeguards in place. Councilman Perkins seconded. VOTE:  4 ayes  0 Nays   CARRIED
PAY THE BILLS:
Councilman Perkins moved to pay the General Fund Bills with the Addition of the 2nd Qtr. payment to the Willing Fire Dept of 18,750.00.  (Vouchers #68 -#89) In the amount of $36,524.53)   and the Highway Fund bills (vouchers #45 -#57) in the amount of $50,641.77. Councilman Martin seconded.  VOTE: Councilwoman Billings-aye, Councilmen: Perkins-aye, Martin-aye and Supervisor Howe-aye   4 ayes 0nays  CARRIED
Councilman Martin moved to adjourn the April Monthly Board meeting, Councilman Perkins seconded and said meeting was adjourned at 8:15pm

At this time in memory of Councilman Roy Gays passing there was a moment of silence.
Respectfully:

Deborah J Buchholz

Deputy Clerk
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