The August Monthly Meeting for the Town of Willing, County of Allegany and State of New York was held at the Town of Willing Hall, located at 1431 State Route 19, Wellsville, NY, 14895 on August 10th, 2026, at 7pm. 

Present: Supervisor Howe, Councilwoman Stephanie Billings, Councilmen: Perkins, Martin and Fanton Clerk Mansfield, Deputy Clerk Buchholz, Code Officer Fenske, Planning Board members: Christine Jeffords, Paul Symzkowski, BAR member Don Cornelius, Highway Supt. Monroe
Guests: 148th Assemblyman Joe Sempolinski and his associate Lee James. Landbank Director: Jason Isaman, and Resident: Marshall Stebbins.  
Supervisor Howe opened the Monthly Meeting, 7:05pm, all rose for the Pledge of Allegiance

MINUTES: Councilwoman Billings  moved to accept the Public Hearing minutes on 7/13/2026, LL ##2 of 2025, Unsafe Property as presented, Councilman Martin seconded.  Vote:  All in favor
Carried


         Councilwoman Billings moved to accept the July Monthly board meeting minutes with corrections, Councilman Martin seconded. Vote:  All in favor  Carried
GUESTS:  Supervisor Howe recognized Assemblyman Sempolinski at this time.

Mr. Sempolinski introduced himself and his associate. He was present to listen to the Town of Willing residents and board as to concerns in this ever-changing time for municipalities.  
The following items were discussed:
-Amish buggies and how they relate to Motor Traffic Law.  Young children drive them, no lights. Looking at what is already on the books, Old Laws) would need to be done, prior to any legislation.
-E-Bikes and how they should be regulated.  Traffic and Motor Vehicle Law or Bike Safety laws.

-Electric Grid and deficiency of power.  Issues: New Growth, need for more electric and Albany’s stance on Electric energy.
-possibility to audit counties as to their usage of electric. (NYSEG, RGE and Nat. Grid )
-Closing of Indian Point Nuclear Power Plant, up tick in interest in Nuclear Power. 
This all becomes and Economic Development Issue should be handled by local control.

-Bailing out NYC?

-Where did Money come from to finance the Buffalo Bill Stadium.

-Data Center Moratorium, State Level and Local Level.   Transparency needed.   Easy access to information gathered about BESS and Data Centers.
The Board thanked Assemblyman Sempolinski for his time and information he shared.
OLD BUSINESS:

Kennel:  Nothing to report, has not heard from Wellsville Supervisor.  Board briefly discussed the possibility of other kennels being available.

1953 State Route 19:  Code Officer Fenske introduced Landbank Director Jason Isaman.  Jason shared that he has been in contact with Mr. Wilke and Mr. Wilke’s friend who is interested in restoring the buildings.  Mr. Wilkes’ friend has sent a detailed outline of project and financial backing needed.  Jason has approached Mr. Wilke and has offered to buy the property for a dollar and pay all costs of transfer and back taxes due.  The Land bank would come in clean up property, demo the garage , place fencing.  Councilman Fanton moved to extend the Order to Remedy for  another 30 days.  Councilman Martin seconded   Vote  All in Favor    Carried 
Resident Marshal Stebbins asked who is responsible for the debris if garage falls and heeds mowing or debris falls on Mrs. Stebbins property during this time.  Until a decision is made , Mr. Wilke is responsible.
IT Assistance:  Councilman Perkins has talked with Shane at Computer Clinic.  He is willing to assist the Town when needed.  Payment would just be an hourly amount.  Board will try to handle simple issues.  Councilman Perkins moved to approve this appointment, Councilman Martin second. Vote:  All in favor   Carried
NEW BUSINESS:

Union Contract: will be discussed in Executive Session

2012 Highway Truck:  White double cab will not pass inspection.
Quotes received:
Bob at
Davidson Motor


GMC Crew Cab   4-wheel drive  $57,264.90

Bockman





                 $55,444.50





With plow package
     $63,444.50

Kightlinger



Ford


     $54,073.00 plus 9500.00 plow





Chevy


     $53,867.00 plus 9500.00 plow
Councilman Martin moved to accept quote from Bockman’s for $63,444.50, Councilman Fanton seconded. Vote: All in favor    Carried   Truck is available, will hold for a payment of $500.00. Supervisor will give Supt. Monroe a check for this amount.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Highway: None

Planning Board: Chairperson Christine Jeffords shared:
BESS seminar Solutions HUB 8/13/2026, will be going over the Towns Comp. Plan.  It is becoming outdated, mail out survey to residents in December.  LL # 2 of 2026 Data Center Moratorium.  Board reviewed, Councilman Martin offered Resolution #10  to approve the moratorium with the correction of Section 7 PENALTIES.   Fine amount to be One Hundred thousand a day. ($100,00.00). Councilman Perkins seconded.  VOTE: All in favor   Carried
Supervisor will send all necessary referral paperwork to the County Planning Board for their approval.
(Public Hearing scheduled for September 14th, 2026,  6:45 pm)
Coalition Committee will be holding this Saturday the Farmers Market here, planning upcoming events for Christmas and Easter.
FOIL:   Request #5 for 2026.   Full names, Job Title, base salary or hourly rate.  Response by 8/20/2026
DEPARTMENT REPORTS:

Highway: Accepted as presented  quote received for tree trimming  at $2.50 a foot
Police: Accepted as presented

Fire Dept: Verbal from Councilman Martin  accepted as presented.
CEO: Accepted as presented.  Board to consider raising Building Permit prices and Tiny Home regulations.
DCO: no report

Cemetery: verbal   3 cremations

Clerk: Accepted as presented  Rabies clinic attended will.  Mentioned by some attending the clinic that it would be time to have another meeting between Amish leaders and the Town Board to go over any concerns from either side, due to the increase is size of presence in the community.
Justice: Accepted as presented

Assessor:  Accepted, Final Assessments role is in clerk’s office

Historian:  Bimonthly, none this month.

Supervisor:   Supervisor Howe offered Resolution #11 of 2026 Local Law #3 of 2026 to override the tax Levey limit established in General Municipal Law 3-c . Noting this may not be needed. Councilman Fanton moved to approve, Vote  All in Favor    Carried
(Public Hearing to be held on September 14th, 2026, at 6:30pm)

At this time  8:45pm Councilman Perkins moved to leave the Monthly Board Meeting and enter executive session for Contract Collective negotiations pursuant to article fourteen of the Civil Service Law.  

Councilman Fanton moved to close the executive session at 9:15pm and resume the regularly monthly board meeting. Councilman Perkins seconded.

Councilman Perkins moved to accept the 3-year (2027-2029) Union Highway Contract as presented, Councilman Martin seconded   Vote   4 ayes    0 nays  1 abstained   Carried

Pay the Bills:  Councilman Perkins moved to pay the General Fund bills (Vouchers # 150 thru  
#167) in the amount of $ 10,772.25 and the Highway Fund Bills  (Vouchers #88  thru #100) in the amount of $4,771.82. Councilman Fanton seconded, Vote:   All in favor    Carried
Councilman Perkins moved to adjourn the August Monthly Board meeting,  Councilman Fanton seconded and said meeting was adjourned at 9:25 pm.
Respectfully:

Deborah J Buchholz

Town of Willing Deputy Clerk
8/10/2026
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