Zoning Board of Appeals Minutes
January 28, 2026

Present: 	Tim Young, Chairman
Bruce Kidder
David Josephson

Present at the meeting in person: Attorney Joel Seachrist, Murl Kinal, William Geary and Candace Young.

A public hearing before the Zoning Board of Appeals of the Town of Busti was held on Wednesday, January 28, 2026, at 6:30 p.m. at the Town of Busti Administration Building, 125 Chautauqua Avenue, Lakewood, New York, to consider the following applications:

Application of Murl Kinal, Lakewood, New York for an area variance to construct a garage on property located at 3816 Cowing Road, Lakewood, New York. Property is owned by him and known as Section 402.00, Block 3, Lot 38 of the official tax map of the Town of Busti. Property is located in the Residential Agricultural District. The proposed garage would be approximately 22 feet in height, requiring a 6-foot height variance from the town zoning code requirements. After discussion with the Zoning Board of Appeals members, the board reviewed the balancing test and determined that the benefit to the applicant does outweigh the detriment to the neighborhood. Chairman Tim Young motioned to grant the applicant Murl Kinal a 6-foot height variance to construct the proposed garage. Bruce Kidder seconded. All in favor, carried.

Application of Robert Corp, Hamburg, New York for an area variance to replace an existing garage and construct an addition to the existing residence on property located at 2445 Lakeside Drive, Ashville, New York. Property is owned by him and known as Section 367.20, Block 3, Lot 21 of the official tax map of the Town of Busti. Property is located in the Lakeshore Residential District. During review of the application, the board determined additional information was needed regarding the proposed construction, including clarification of property lines and setbacks. After discussion amongst the Zoning Board of Appeals members, the board agreed that the application would remain open until the next meeting so the applicant could provide the necessary information. The decision was motioned by Bruce Kidder and seconded by Dave Josephson. All in favor, carried.

Application of William Geary, Hilliard, Ohio for an area variance to replace an existing 12’ x 24’ shed with a 14’ x 32’ shed on property located at 2452 Lakeside Drive, Ashville, New York. Property is owned by him and known as Section 367.20, Block 4, Lot 26 of the official tax map of the Town of Busti. Property is located in the Lakeshore Residential District. In May of 2025 Geary replaced the 12’ x 24’ shed with a 14’ x 32’ shed without obtaining a building permit from the Town of Busti. Geary received a stop work order notice from the Town of Busti Code Enforcement Officer as the shed did not meet the town code setback requirements. Original variance application was submitted, reviewed and granted by the Zoning Board of Appeals on June 25, 2025.  The Zoning Board of Appeals rescinded the granted variances on July 3, 2025.  Geary was instructed to resubmit a new variance application that included all required variances due to Geary not applying to all the correct area variances that would be needed on his original application. The board discussed the application and reviewed information submitted by the applicant, including letters of support from neighbors and correspondence from the South Lake Sewer District regarding the sheds encroachment on a sewer easement located on the property. The board also discussed zoning code requirements related to lot coverage, setbacks, and the placement of the shed.

After discussion with the Zoning Board of Appeals members and consultation with legal counsel, it was recommended that a written decision be prepared by Attorney Joel Seachrist regarding the application. Bruce Kidder motioned to close the public hearing for the Geary application, with a written decision to be presented at the next Zoning Board of Appeals meeting from Attorney Joel Seachrist. Seconded by Dave Josephson. All in favor, carried.

Dave Josephson motioned to adjourn the meeting at 7:00 p.m., which was duly moved by Bruce Kidder. All in favor, carried.


Respectfully given,


______________________________
Angela Deppas, Deputy Town Clerk

