
REGULAR MEETING
May 4, 2026

A regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Busti was held on Monday, May 4, 2026 at 6:45 p.m., at the Town of Busti Town Administration Building, 125 Chautauqua Avenue, Lakewood, New York, with the following members present:

Supervisor Jesse M. Robbins
Councilman Jim Andrews
Councilman Paul Gustafson
Councilman Todd Hanson
Councilman Tyler Nelson.

Supervisor Robbins called the meeting to order with the salute to the flag, and a moment of silence was observed.
Present at the meeting in person: Highway Superintendent Greg Johnson, Lakewood Busti Police Chief Matt Bentley, Attorney Joel Seachrist, CEO Jeff Swanson, Nick Bradish, Thad Lund, Aubrey & Nellie Ecklund, and Post Journal Reporter Michael Zabrodsky
Supervisor Robbins asked if there was anyone from the public who wished to be heard. No one spoke.
Town Clerk Nygren reported the 2026 County Town tax collection has been closed out and submitted to Chautauqua County. Clerk Nygren stated she and Deputy Clerk Deppas attended the New York State Town Clerks Conference and attended various sessions related to procurement, claim processing, social media, equalization rates, budget procedures, cemeteries, and relationship between court clerk and town clerk. She thanked the board for approving attendance at the conference and stated it was beneficial for both her and Deputy Clerk Deppas. Clerk Nygren further reported she and Deputy Clerk Deppas will be attending New York State Retirement System seminars related to retirement reporting requirements. Clerk Nygren also stated she contacted Southern Tier West regarding GIS mapping for cemeteries and was advised the department is currently at a standstill but was provided additional contacts for future assistance.
Chief Bentley reported the department handled 1,167 calls since the last meeting, bringing the year-to-date total to 4,733 calls. Chief Bentley stated the department is up approximately 2,796 calls from the same period last year, primarily due to increased traffic stops, area checks, walk beats, and community service details. Chief Bentley reported the department recently updated radar units in frontline patrol vehicles for the first time since 1997. He also stated the Village budget approval allowed for the purchase of updated tasers, replacing equipment that is no longer supported by the manufacturer. Chief Bentley further reported the department is fully staffed with the exception of one part-time position intentionally left open for flexibility. Supervisor Robbins congratulated Chief Bentley on his one-year anniversary with the department.
Highway Superintendent Greg Johnson reported the department has been grinding brush, replacing pipes, and continuing renovations in the Town offices. Superintendent Johnson stated the department is seeking additional summer help and currently has one returning seasonal employee. Superintendent Johnson requested approval to attend Highway School in June.
Supervisor Robbins moved the following resolution which was duly seconded by Councilman Andrews:                                 
                  RESOLVED, the Town Board of the Town of Busti authorizes Highway Superintendent Johnson to attend Highway School in June 2026.
Upon roll call vote, all aye, carried.
Superintendent Johnson discussed the fuel system software proposal for the Highway Department and requested permission to seek an additional quote. Discussion followed.
Supervisor Robbins reported the Town recently received a favorable decision in the Fisher code enforcement matter after years of litigation. Town Attorney Joel Seachrist stated the court granted nearly all relief requested by the Town, including removal of the sign on Fairmount Avenue within 45 days from April 7, 2026 and cleanup of the remaining properties by September 1, 2026. Attorney Seachrist stated if compliance is not completed, the Town will have authority to enter the exterior of the properties and complete the cleanup. Discussion followed. The board agreed to discuss procedures further during Executive Session.
Code Enforcement Officer Swanson reported building permit activity has increased with several permits currently pending additional documentation.
Under Old Business, Code Enforcement Officer Swanson reported there has been no further progress on the Solar Liberty Jamestown LLC project on Orr Street. Mr. Swanson stated excess solar panels have been removed; however, roadway conditions, site stabilization, and sediment control issues remain unresolved. Discussion followed regarding outstanding deficiencies and escrow balances.
The board discussed the renewal of the special use permit for R.W.E. The board agreed no action would be taken until all outstanding invoices are paid.
Councilman Hanson discussed the Lawson Park playground grant opportunity. He stated site plans, playground layouts, and installation estimates will be needed to proceed with the application.
Supervisor Robbins moved the following resolution which was duly seconded by Councilman Nelson:            
                  RESOLVED, the Town Board of the Town of Busti authorizes proceeding with preparation of the Lawson Park playground grant application and related planning documents. The designated ARPA funds may be used towards the grant application, drainage plan, and any other related cost for the playground renovation.
Upon roll call vote, all aye, carried.
The board discussed herbicide applications for Chautauqua Lake. Supervisor Robbins stated the Town budgeted $25,000 in the lake account and proposed allocating $2,000 for Alliance dues, $8,000 to the Chautauqua Lake Association, and $15,000 toward herbicide treatment costs.
Supervisor Robbins moved the following resolution which was duly seconded by Councilman Hanson:
                   RESOLVED, the Town Board of the Town of Busti authorizes the following payments from the 2026 Enviromental Budget: $2,000 to Chautauqua Lake and Watershed Alliance; $8,000 to Chautauqua Lake Alliance; and $15,000 towards herbicide treatment funding in Chautauqua Lake.
Upon roll call vote, all aye, carried.
Supervisor Robbins moved the following resolution which was duly seconded by Councilman Hanson:
                  RESOLVED, the Town Board of the Town of Busti authorizes the transfer of $14,000 from Account A1190 to Account A1620.400 for renovations to the front office area.
Upon roll call vote, all aye, carried.
Discussion followed regarding preparation of the public announcement for the recently awarded infrastructure grant. The board agreed EcoStrategies will assist with preparation of the required documents.
Supervisor Robbins moved the following resolution which was duly seconded by Councilman Hanson:
                  RESOLVED, the Town Board of the Town of Busti changes the July Town Board meeting date from July 6, 2026 to June 29, 2026.
Upon roll call vote, all aye, carried.
Town Clerk Nygren explained New York State Agriculture and Markets now requires municipalities issuing dog licenses to provide an option for voluntary donations to local dog shelters. Clerk Nygren stated the funds will be collected and annually distributed to the Chautauqua County Humane Society.
Supervisor Robbins moved the following resolution which was duly seconded by Councilman Andrews:
RESOLVED, the Town Board of the Town of Busti establishes a voluntary dog shelter donation account as required by New York State Agriculture and Markets. As follows:
TOWN OF BUSTI

A RESOLUTION DESIGNATING THE RECIPIENT OF VOLUNTARY DONATIONS COLLECTED ON DOG LICENSE APPLICATIONS AND PROVIDING FOR THE HANDLING AND DISBURSEMENT OF SUCH FUNDS

WHEREAS, Chapter 69 of the Agriculture and Markets Law, Section 109, as amended, requires municipalities to provide an optional space on dog license applications for owners to make voluntary contributions in support of the local animal shelter or the organization contracted by the municipality to provide animal shelter services; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Busti contracts with the Chautauqua County Humane Society for long-term animal shelter services; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board desires to designate the Chautauqua County Humane Society as the recipient of all such voluntary donations collected through the Town Clerk’s dog licensing process and to establish a clear procedure for the collection, accounting, and annual disbursement of these funds;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Busti hereby designates the Chautauqua County Humane Society as the recipient organization for all voluntary shelter contributions made by dog owners on municipal dog license applications; and be it further

RESOLVED, that all voluntary shelter donations collected with dog licenses shall be recorded and reported under the “Gifts and Contributions” account, typically line A2705, and the Town shall establish or utilize a dedicated line (A2705.#) within that category to accumulate these donations throughout the year, with the full accumulated amount to be disbursed annually to the Chautauqua County Humane Society as required by law; and

RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk is authorized and directed to implement this designation in the Town’s dog licensing software and forms in accordance with state law; and be it further

RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect immediately.

Upon roll call vote, all aye, carried.
Discussion followed regarding ARPA funding deadlines. Clerk Nygren stated all funds must be obligated and completed by December 31, 2026.
Supervisor Robbins discussed correspondence received from the New York State Department of Transportation regarding proposed ADA sidewalk and pedestrian improvements in Five Corners. Discussion followed regarding proposed property acquisitions and an upcoming meeting with NYSDOT representatives.
Supervisor Robbins acknowledged receipt of a resignation letter from Zoning Board member Tim Young due to health concerns and thanked him for his years of service to the Town. Discussion followed regarding temporary replacement coverage. Supervisor Robbins stated ZBA member Bruce Kidder has volunteered to lead the meetings through the end of 2026.
Supervisor Robbins acknowledged receipt of a resignation letter from the Town Dog Control Officer Mary Beth Moss effective May 29, 2026 due to health concerns. Supervisor Robbins stated discussions are ongoing regarding future coverage options.
The Town Board thanked both Mr. Young and Ms. Moss for their many years of service. 
Discussion followed regarding possible participation in a shared municipal health insurance program through the Chautauqua County Mayors and Supervisors Association.
Supervisor Robbins moved the following resolution which was duly seconded by Councilman Hanson:
    RESOLVED, Supervisor Robbins be authorized to pay the invoices in Abstract #5 including voucher #199-261 in the total amount of $103,433.23. 
Upon roll call vote, all aye carried. 

Supervisor Robbins moved to accept the minutes of the April 6, 2026 meeting, motion was duly seconded Councilman Gustafson.
All in favor, carried.
Councilman Hanson requested approval for EcoStrategies to prepare a drainage plan for the Lawson Park court improvements at a cost not to exceed $1,500.
Councilman Hanson moved the following resolution which was duly seconded by Councilman Andrews:
                    RESOLVED, the Town Board of the Town of Busti authorizes EcoStrategies to prepare drainage plans for Lawson Park improvements at a cost not to exceed $1,500.
Upon roll call vote, all aye, carried.
Councilman Andrews reported the Chautauqua Lake & Watershed Management Alliance annual meeting will be held May 14 at the Lawson Center in Bemus Point and is open to the public.
Councilman Hanson reported discussions continue regarding Lawson Park improvements and requested authorization for the Highway Superintendent to prepare bid specifications for paving and fencing related to the new tennis, pickleball, and basketball courts.
Councilman Hanson moved the following resolution which was duly seconded by Councilman Andrews:
                    RESOLVED, the Town Board of the Town of Busti authorizes preparation of bid specifications for Lawson Park court paving and fencing improvements.
Upon roll call vote, all aye, carried.
The following reports and correspondence were presented to the board:
	 Town Clerk Report – April 2026
	 Building Permit – April 2026 
               CEO Williams Report – May 4, 2026
	 Assessor Report – May 2026
	 Charter Communication – April 29, 2026 Upcoming Changes	

Supervisor Robbins moved to enter into Executive Session at 7:25 p.m. to discuss matters of potential litigation, motion was duly moved by Councilman Hanson.
All in favor, carried.
Supervisor Robbins moved to close the Executive Session and adjourn the Regular Meeting at 7:57 p.m., motion was duly moved by Councilman Nelson.
Respectfully Submitted,

Darlene H. Nygren, Town Clerk
