REGULAR MEETING
April 6, 2026

A regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Busti was held on Monday, April 6, 2026 at 6:45 p.m., at the Town of Busti Town Administration Building, 125 Chautauqua Avenue, Lakewood, New York, with the following members present:

Supervisor Jesse M. Robbins
Councilman Jim Andrews
Councilman Tyler Nelson.

Absent:  Councilman Paul Gustafson
Councilman Todd Hanson

Supervisor Robbins called the meeting to order with the salute to the flag, and a moment of silence was observed.
Present at the meeting in person: Highway Superintendent Greg Johnson, Lakewood Busti Police Chief Matt Bentley, Attorney Joel Seachrist, CEO Jeff Swanson, William Appenheimer – SL Jamestown, LLC, Nick Bradish, and Post Journal Reporter Michael Zabrodsky
Supervisor Robbins asked if there was anyone from the public who wished to be heard. No one spoke.
Town Clerk Nygren reported the last day for collection of the 2026 County Town tax warrant was April 1, 2026. Payments postmarked April 1st or earlier will continue to be processed for a few days, with the collection to be closed out by midweek. Clerk Nygren reported the New York State Town Clerks Conference will be held April 19 through April 22, 2026, and the Clerk’s Office will be closed April 20 through April 22. The Code Enforcement Office and Assessor’s Office will remain open by appointment, and notices will be posted on the Town’s website and social media. Clerk Nygren further stated that once the Transfer Station fees are set, her office will proceed with ordering permit stickers and necessary materials. 
Chief Bentley reported the department handled 1,281 incidents since the last meeting. He stated the department’s newest officer is midway through field training. Chief Bentley reported a new prescription drop-off box has been installed through a partnership program which allows for free shipment of collected materials without long-term storage. He further reported the department completed biannual in-service training in March, this was the first time in approximately ten years, with the next training scheduled for October. Chief Bentley provided an update on the missing person case involving Scott Emerson, stating the investigation remains ongoing and is currently being handled by the Chautauqua County Sheriff’s Office. Discussion followed.
Highway Superintendent Greg Johnson requested approval to surplus a 2010 International single axle truck.
Supervisor Robbins moved the following resolution which was duly seconded by Councilman Andrews:
RESOLVED, the Town Board of the Town of Busti authorizes the Highway Superintendent to declare a 2010 International truck as surplus.
Upon roll call vote, all aye, carried.
Superintendent Johnson requested approval to jointly purchase a used hot box with the Village of Lakewood at a cost of $5,000 each.
Supervisor Robbins moved the following resolution which was duly seconded by Councilman Nelson:
RESOLVED, the Town Board of the Town of Busti authorizes participation with the Village of Lakewood in the purchase of a hot box at a cost of $5,000.
Upon roll call vote, all aye, carried.
Superintendent Johnson discussed safety concerns at the retention ponds located behind Copper Ridge and Briarwood and recommended installation of “No Trespassing” signage. 
Supervisor Robbins moved the following resolution which was duly seconded by Councilman Nelson:
RESOLVED, the Town Board of the Town of Busti authorizes the Highway Superintendent to install appropriate signage at Town-owned retention pond areas.
Upon roll call vote, all aye, carried.
Attorney Seachrist will work with Superintendent Johnson to have the proper verbiage on the “No Trespassing” sign
Code Enforcement Officer Swanson reported at the recent annual CEO training he attended a “round table” meeting related to updated New York State energy codes and discussed the challenges associated with compliance, including insulation requirements and construction impacts. Discussion followed regarding building trends and permit activity. CEO Swanson noted about two weeks ago there was an extensive house fire on Route 394, he would like to discuss the matter further with the board and Attorney Seachrist. 
Town Attorney reported he appeared before Judge Hanlon on a different matter, however he did have an opportunity to refresh her memory regarding the Fisher matter and is awaiting a decision.
Code Enforcement Officer Swanson reported on the Solar Liberty Jamestown LLC project on Orr Street. He and a representative from Wendel Engineering did a walk through at the site; there are several items that remain outstanding including removal of excess solar panels, roadway repairs, fence repairs, and site stabilization. The project representative, William Appenheimer, stated that efforts are ongoing, and the remaining items are expected to be completed prior to the next meeting. Discussion followed.
There was no update on Grant Funding for Capital Improvements – leaving item open 
Supervisor Robbins reported the Town has been awarded $18,000 toward the Water Infrastructure Improvement Grant project for initial work.
Supervisor Robbins moved the following resolution which was duly seconded by Councilman Andrews:
RESOLVED, the Town Board of the Town of Busti authorizes Supervisor Robbins to execute agreements with GHD Municipal Consulting and Chautauqua Regional Economic Development Corporation, and to complete all required documentation related to the grant process.
Upon roll call vote, all aye, carried.
Supervisor Robbins reported the 2025 Annual Update Document has been submitted to the Office of the State Comptroller and moved the following resolution which was duly seconded by Councilman Nelson:
RESOLVED, the Town Board of the Town of Busti authorizes the Town Clerk to complete final 2025 budget transfers in the amount of $9,861.40 across applicable departments (see chart below).[image: ]
Upon roll call vote, all aye, carried.
Supervisor Robbins moved the following resolution which was duly seconded by Councilman Andrews:
RESOLVED, the Town Board of the Town of Busti approves maintaining the current Transfer Station sticker fee at $110 for one year.
Upon roll call vote, all aye, carried.
Supervisor Robbins moved the following resolution which was duly seconded by Councilman Andrews:
RESOLVED, the Town Board of the Town of Busti authorizes attendance for Town officials and board members at the Southern Tier West Annual Local Government Conference.
Upon roll call vote, all aye, carried.
Supervisor Robbins moved the following resolution which was duly seconded by Councilman Nelson:
RESOLVED, the Town Board of the Town of Busti authorizes the hiring of a records management contractor at a rate of $30 per hour to assist with organization and retention compliance of Town Court records.
Upon roll call vote, all aye, carried.
Code Enforcement Officer Swanson noted the shed at the Busti Cemetery is in poor condition and asked the board to authorize replacing it. Discussion followed regarding the condition of a structure at Busti Cemetery. The Highway Superintendent will inspect the structure and report back to the board.
Supervisor Robbins moved the following resolution which was duly seconded by Councilman Nelson:
                   RESOLVED, Supervisor Robbins be authorized to pay the invoices in Abstract #4 including voucher #126-198 in the total amount of $119,434.53. 
Upon roll call vote, all aye carried. 
Upon roll call vote, all aye, carried.
Supervisor Robbins moved to accept the minutes of the March 2, 2026 meeting, motion was duly seconded Councilman Nelson.
All in favor, carried.

Councilman Andrews reported on upcoming Alliance meetings and noted a public meeting scheduled for May 14.
The following reports and correspondence were presented to the board:
	 Town Clerk Report – March 2026
 Building Permit – March 2026 
                CEO Williams Report – April 6, 2026
	 Assessor Report – April 6, 2026
	 Charter Communication – March 26 & 27, 2026 Upcoming Changes 

Supervisor Robbins moved to enter into Executive Session for attorney-client discussion at 7:14 pm, motion was duly seconded by Councilman Andrews.
All in favor, carried.
Supervisor Robbins moved to close the Executive Session and adjourn the Regular Meeting at 7:40 pm, motion was duly seconded by Councilman Nelson.
All in favor, carried.


Respectfully Submitted,
							___________________________________________
Darlene H. Nygren, Town Clerk
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