REGULAR MEETING
March 2, 2026

A regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Busti was held on Monday, March 2, 2026 at 6:45 p.m., at the Town of Busti, Town Administration Building, 125 Chautauqua Avenue, Lakewood, New York, with the following members present:
      
             Supervisor Jesse M. Robbins
             Councilman Jim Andrews
             Councilman Paul Gustafson
             Councilman Todd Hanson
             Councilman Tyler Nelson

Supervisor Robbins called the meeting to order, with the salute to the flag and a moment of silence was observed.

Present at the meeting in person: Highway Superintendent Greg Johnson, Lakewood Busti Police Chief Matt Bentley, Attorney Joel Seachrist, CEO Jeff Swanson, Rich Fischer, Kimberly Butler – Hazeltine Library, Jim Butler, Janet Ward – Catalyze, William Appenheimer – SL Jamestown, LLC, Nick Bradish, and Karen Engstrom.  

Supervisor Robbins acknowledged NYS Unified Court System Administrative Order-directing the Town of Busti Town Board to appoint Justice Marilyn Gerace as Acting Justice for the Town of Busti Justice Court-effective February 4, 2026 and expiring December 31, 2026. He then introduced Justice Gerace to the board, she thanked the board for the opportunity to serve the Town of Busti as Town Justice. The Board welcomed her and expressed appreciation for her willingness to serve.

Councilman Hanson moved the following resolution which was duly moved by Councilman Gustafson:
RESOLVED, the Town Board of the Town of Busti appoints the temporary Town Justice to serve   through December 31, 2026.

Upon roll call vote, all aye, carried.
 
Supervisor Robbins asked if there was anyone from the public who wished to be heard. 

Rich Fisher, 43 West Fairmount Avenue, addressed the Board regarding the proposed sidewalk project. He stated opposition to the project and expressed concern regarding maintenance responsibilities, including snow removal and liability for property owners. He noted a New York State Department of Transportation meeting scheduled for Thursday from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. and encouraged Board members to attend.
Karen Engstrom, representing Chautauqua Energy Watch, spoke regarding proposed battery energy storage systems. She provided informational materials outlining safety concerns, environmental impacts, and regulatory considerations. She encouraged the Town to consider moratoriums or zoning protections similar to those adopted by other municipalities.
No further comments were made.
Town Clerk Nygren reported her office has collected 82% of the County/Town tax warrant. She noted:
· March 6 is the last day of the 1% penalty period
· March 7 begins the 2% penalty period
· April 1 is the final day of collection
Clerk Nygren requested Board approval for herself and Deputy Clerk Deppas to attend the New York State Town Clerks Conference in Albany, April 19–22, 2026.
Supervisor Robbins moved the following resolution which was duly moved by Councilman Andrews:
RESOLVED, the Town Board of the Town of Busti authorizes Town Clerk Nygren and Deputy Clerk Deppas to attend the New York State Town Clerks Conference in Albany, April 19–22, 2026.
Upon roll call vote, all aye, carried.
Chief Bentley reported the department handled 1,144 incidents since the last meeting. A recent graffiti incident remains under investigation.
He announced installation of a new drug drop-off box at the police department in partnership with the MED Project, allowing for safer and more efficient disposal without long-term storage.
Chief Bentley also requested remote access to Town building exterior cameras to allow officers to monitor activity in real time.
Councilman Gustafson moved the following resolution which was duly moved by Councilman Hanson:
RESOLVED, the Town Board of the Town of Busti authorizes the Lakewood-Busti Police Department to access Town exterior camera systems for monitoring purposes.
Upon roll call vote, all aye, carried.
Highway Superintendent Johnson reported crews have been clearing debris from recent weather events and preparing for seasonal work, including ditching and paving.
He noted:
· Additional salt deliveries are scheduled
· Upcoming annual training in Rochester
· Continued monitoring of potential state initiatives related to all-electric homes

Code Enforcement Officer Jeff Swanson noted the Code Enforcement Annual Report is the week of March 9th in Rochester. 
Representatives from Solar Liberty Jamestown LLC addressed the Board regarding completion of the Orr Street solar project and submission of documentation responding to Town Engineer comments and special use permit conditions. Representative Janet Ward noted the bond was renewed June 2025 and is on schedule to renew again June of 2026, the Road Use agreement is still in place as well as the Road Use bond. The Community Benefit Agreement and the addendum are fully executed. The first payment was made in the fall of 2025 and the next payment is scheduled to be paid in October of 2026. Busti Fire Department is scheduled for training on March 24th. 
Discussion included:
· Road conditions and need for post-winter repairs
· Vegetation and landscaping review in the spring
· Clarification of erosion control measures (silt fence vs. silt sock)
· Installation of Knox Box and fire department access following training scheduled for March 24
The Board requested a finalized punch list and written follow-up from the applicant and Town Engineer.
Councilman Hanson noted Ms. Patti is looking for grants that would include funding for the Park renovations and the Highway Garage addition.
 Supervisor Robbins reported ongoing coordination regarding grant funding for the Water District 7 Improvemment Project, including:
· Chautauqua County Partnership for Economic Growth
· New York State Water Infrastructure Improvement Grant
· Support letters received from elected officials
No additional action was taken.
Supervisor Robbins moved the following resolution which was duly moved by Councilman Nelson:
RESOLVED, the Town Board of the Town of Busti reappoints Jamie Gustafson to the Board of Assessment Review for a five-year term effective October 1, 2025.
Upon roll call vote, 
Supervisor Robbins – aye, Councilman Nelson – aye, Councilman Andrews – aye, Councilman Hanson – aye, Councilman Gustafson – abstain. Carried
Supervisor Robbins moved the following resolution which was duly moved by Councilman Hanson:
RESOLVED, the Town Board of the Town of Busti appoints Jill Burkholder and Mike Kirk to the Board of Assessment Review for one-year term of 04/01/2026 – 03/31/2027.
Upon roll call vote, all aye, carried.
Supervisor Robbins noted the following budget transfers have been made:
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Supervisor Robbins moved the following resolution which was duly moved by Councilman Hanson:
	RESOLVED, the Town of Busti Town Board authorized interfund transfers from the General Fund (A) to the Bentley Cemetery (CM1) in the amount of $4,028.79, from the General Fund (A) to the Busti Cemetery Fund (CM2) in the amount of $2,852.63, and from the General Fund (A) to the Wellman Cemetery Fund (CM3) in the amount of $2,218.74. These amounts have been included in the General Fund budget. By definition, interfund transfers are transfers intended to subsidize the receiving funds and will not be repaid. 
Upon roll call vote, all aye, carried. 
Representatives from Hazeltine Public Library presented a request for funding assistance to display the Ralph C. Wilson bird carving collection. The total cost for a display cabinet is approximately $8,100. The library has committed $5,000 and is seeking additional funding.
After discussion regarding funding sources and community benefit:
Councilman Gustafson moved the following resolution which was duly moved by Councilman Andrews:
RESOLVED, the Town Board of the Town of Busti approves contributing $3,500 toward the Hazeltine Public Library bird carving display project.
Upon roll call vote, all aye, carried.
The Board reviewed the updated agreement with the Chautauqua County Humane Society.
Councilman Hanson moved the following resolution which was duly moved by Councilman Nelson:
RESOLVED, the Town Board of the Town of Busti authorizes the Supervisor to execute the contract with the Chautauqua County Humane Society.
Upon roll call vote, all aye, carried.
RESOLUTION

Moved by: Supervisor Robbins     Duly Moved by: Councilman Andrews

	WHEREAS, the Board is considering whether to permit Chautauqua Lake Partnership to  undertake the application of herbicides to areas of Chautauqua Lake bordering the Town of Busti’s jurisdiction;

	WHEREAS, pursuant to Article 15 of the New York State Environmental Conservation Law and Part 327 of the Official Compilation of Codes, Rules, and Regulations of the State of New York and the new Freshwater Wetland Regulations in Part 664, the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation must issue a permit prior to the application of herbicides to waters within the State of New York; and

	WHEREAS, the Town of Busti is a riparian owner and desires to apply for a permit to apply herbicides in Chautauqua Lake; 

	Now therefore be it,

RESOLVED, That the Town Board of the Town of Busti does hereby approve the submission of an application by Chautauqua Lake Partnership for Article 15 permit(s) and a New York State Pollution Discharge Elimination System (if so required) and a Jurisdictional Determination (JD) with the DEC to confirm the new regulations will apply to the lake shorelines related to the application of herbicides to areas of Chautauqua Lake bordering the Town of Busti.

Upon roll call vote, all aye, carried.  

Supervisor Robbins move the following resolution which was duly moved by Councilman Nelson:
                   RESOLVED, Supervisor Robbins be authorized to pay the invoices in Abstract #3 including voucher #62-125 in the total amount of $147,742.90. 
Upon roll call vote, all aye carried. 

Supervisor Robbins moved to accept the February 2, 2026 Regular Meeting Minutes, motion was duly moved by Councilman Hanson. 
All in favor, carried. 

Councilman Andrews noted the County has scheduled a public meeting Saturday, March 21, 2026 to discuss information on Chautauqua Lake issues. 
Councilman Hanson discussed Lawson Park improvements, including removal of existing courts and future site work. Additional discussion included potential office reconfigurations and zoning enforcement strategies.
The following reports and correspondence were presented to the board:
	 Town Supervisor Report – December 2025
	 Town Clerk Report – February 2026
	 Building Permit – February 2026
                CEO Williams Report – February 2026
	 Assessor Report – March 2, 2026
	 Charter Communication – February 4, 2026 Upcoming Changes	 
	 Lakewood Fire Dept Annual Report 2025
Supervisor Robbins moved to enter into executive session at 8:10 p.m. for attorney-client discussion, motion was duly moved by Councilman Andrews.
All in favor, carried	
Supervisor Robbins moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 p.m., motion was seconded by Councilman Gustafson. 
All in favor, carried. 


Respectfully Submitted,				          								 __________________________  
 							Darlene H. Nygren, Town Clerk
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